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A Lifetime of Service 


Rear Admiral David G. Farragut in an undated 
photo. Courtesy of the National Archives. 


too young to receive the promotion his actions during the battle de- 
served. “I never appeared,” Farragut commented much Jater in his 
life, “to get any older in the eyes of the government or my com- 
mander, and consequently had to contend inch by inch, as opportu- 
nities presented, with men of riper age and apparently more entitled 
to the places sought.” oa ene ae 

The promotion, late though it might have been, brought with it 
something the struggling young couple badly needed, an increase in 
pay. As a lieutenant on active duty, Farragut was entitled to forty dol- 
lars a month and three meals per day. Unfortunately he was in Nor- 
folk awaiting assignment, and because that wasn’t considered active 
duty, he was actually only on half pay. 
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COMMODORE FARRAGUT.—[From a PuorograrH By Hozmus, 264 BROADWAY, New Yors.} 


COMMODORE FARRAGUT, U.S.N. 


Fraq-Orriorr Dayrp G. Farragut, the Cominodore of 
the fleet now before New Orleans, is a native of the-State 
of Tennessee, and is nbout sixty-three years ofage. Heis a 
citizen of his native State, and was appointed to the United 
States Navy from that State. He entered the service as a 
midshipman when a mere child, his warrant bearing date 
December 17, 1810. We wis firat.on board the Mssex, un- 
der the rédoubtable. Commodore.David Porter, .and served 


with him also in the expedition around Cape Horn in 1813. 
After ten years of an adventurous life, in the year 1820 
we find him still a midshipman on board the Franklin, a 
seventy-four-gun line-of-battle ship. On the 18th of Janu- 
ary, 1825, he was commissioned a lieutenant. 

In 1851 Lieutenant Farragut was ordered to act.as As- 
sistant Inspector of Ordnance, being second in command 
under Commodore Skinner. ‘This position he held until 
after the end of. the year 1853. Another field was at. this 
time opened to thé subject of our'sketch by. the establish- 


2. See ES 


ment ofa new Navy-yard at Mare's Island, near San Fran 
eiseo, California. Commander Farragut, then standing 
No. 18 on the list, was ordered to the chief command of 
this post, and became commandant of the new yard. In 
1858 he was ordered to the command of the steam sloop 
Brooklyn, a twenty-five-gun yessel, forming a portion of 
the Home Squadron under Flag-Officer M‘Cluney. He 
waa, however, removed from this command during the 
month.of May, 1860, after being on board of the vessel 
over twenty montis. When the present expedition was 


fitted out Captain Farragut was appointed by the Navy 
Department as. its Flag-Officer, and, judging by the re- 
ports that have reached us, he has bravely filled the posi- 
tion, and added one more sprig.to the already heavy laurei 
wreath won by the navy of the United States. 
Commodore Farragut is still an active and compara- 


tively young-looking man. He has been twice married, 
the last time to the niece of George Loyall, Buchanan's 
Navy Agent at Norfolk, and one.who ia reported as bitter 
a secessionist ag any in that vicinity. 
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forces at 2o’clock. At 2:15 fired a salnte of sixteen guns, then cheered 


ship. 

“August 25.—From 4tobp.m.: Received on board Martin Freeman, 
pilot, and a man fromthe Metacomet, both wounded by the accidental 
explosion of a torpeds on shore. 

November 80.-~ [Pensacola] From meridian te 4p. m.: Got umder- 
way and steod out in charge of the pilot. 

December 12. —At 1:40 ae came to with starboard anchor, Sandy 
Tiook light-house beating W. XN. W. 3 W. 

December 123.—At maridian got both anchors and went ahead feat up 
the hay in charge of the pilot. At 2 p.m. the revenue steamer [G.] 
Brmen came alongside; a committee of reception to the admire] came 
on board. At 3:30 Swedish men-of-war saluted the broad pennant 
of Rear-Admiral Farragut with thirteen guns, which this ship returned 

am for gun. A‘ 3:15 p. wi. came to with siarboard anchor off the 
tery. 


3 


Abstrsst log of the U. 5. §. Trases, Tdeutetant-Dommandar George Brava, ¥. 8. Navy, 
commanding. 


duly t, 1864.—O8 Mobile Bar. Atda.m., underway, disrovered 2 
blockade runner ashore about 3} miles to the eastward of Fort Morgan. 
The fiagship made signal to this ship. We went in with other light 
vessels of the squadron amd commenced firing st blockade runner. 
Fired 55 rifled and & Kiinch shell. Several shot struck her; the 
enemy firing from Fort Mergen and the sand battery, some of tha 
shot. coming very near the vessels engaged. At 7:53 flagship made 
signal. Sent the men to breakfast. At @ stcod In again and com- 
menced firing at ihe blockade rumer. Fort Morgan fired at ua at 
intervals. Ab 11:36 the Glasgow passed, with the admiral on board, 
and, im obedianees to his orders, we stood owt to the fleet. From § to 
midnight: Underway and standing to the northward, in company with 
the Pembina and Glasgow. When well in with the land stood to the 
westward until we saw the blockade runner that was ashore. At the 
aame ime we saw What we supposed to bea rebel gunboat. Bent ina 
boat and found thet there ware some rowbasts around her. Bil not 
attempt to get her off. All hands armed and at quarters all night. 
_ July 2.—From midnight to 4.4. m.: Underway and clese mshore. 
Fort Morgan and steamer ashore in plain sight. Crew armed and at 
quatters. Ai 4 sieamed out io the flagship and came to with pori 

ehor, From Sto l2 midnight: At § hove up anchor and took a boat 
belonging to the Richmond in tow and steamed in to the Swash Chen- 
nel, in company with the Pembina, Cowslip, and Glasgow, At,8:30 
went to quarters, 

J uly 3. Ai 2:30 8. io. the boata started in from abreast of the bieck- 
ade runner, but as the rebels had some flelipieves at that place it was 
not deemed prudent to send them in. At 4 steamed out in the flag- 
ship and enme to anchor. From 8 to midnight: Underway in the 


http://cdl.library.comell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewer?coll=moa&root=%2F moa%2F ofre%2F ot... 4/1/02 


Page 9 of 171 


¢ 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Farragut Family File #3 


Cornell University Making of America 


616 WEMT GULF BIMICKADING SQUADRON, 


directly or in cooperation with you, will be done. Sherman, antici- 
pating that Mobile had been captured, is anxious that a demonstration 
up the Alabame should be made. This would no doubt bring great 
results; but I can not spare the troops without exposing both the Mis- 
sissippi and the Ene of the Arkansas. T have now §,006 mon sast of 
the Misciecippi, hut within reach, if Smith's operations should make it 
necessary to recall them, and it is very possible that I may aid some of 
your operations that will net require the removal of the troaps te too 
great a distance. 

Please advise me freely of your wishes, and be assured that in what- 
ever wey Toan aid ade shall Pesca 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
En. B.S. Canny, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D, G. Fannaqer, 
at Gulf Bikdg. Sguadren, Mobile Ray, Abs. 


Report af Reav-Adswaral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, giving casualties result- 
ing from the accidental explosion. of a torpedo. 


No. 377.) Tiacsme Haurroup, August 29, 1864. 

Sin: i regret to report te the Department the following casualties 
resulting from the aecidentel explosion cf a ternede on the 24th 
instant: 

Kidled—Charles 1. Milliken, ordinary seaman, of the T7. 8. 8, 
Semanete, ; 

Mortally wounded and since dead —John Miller, seaman, Seminole; 
Robert G. White, seaman, Seminole; George Thompson, seaman, 
Seminole; Isaac Young, ordinary seaman, Seminoie. 

Wowuied serivusly.—Pilut Martin Preemas, of the Horiferd; Acting 
Hasiga John White, of the Metacomet, face badly ent and his ho: is 
bruised; H. J. O'Brien, quartermaster of the Metacomet, lost his right 
arm; William Howard, Iandsman, of Metacomet, Jost his right arm: 
dames MeDonald, seaman, lost an oye, also of the Metucomet; Charles 
White, bostswain, of Seminole, ieg fractured, 

Slightly wounded. —Henry Cheater, seaman, Seminely; Edward Mann, 
ordinary seaman, Seminele> Thomas Webater, landsman, Seminole. 

In all, 14, to wit: Killed and mortally wounded, 5; wounded seri- 
ously, 6; wounded slightly, 3. 

As the Department has been advised, the rebels have pisnted a 
great naurber of torpedoes to guard the channel int Mobile Bay, leav- 
ing only thet pertion clear which is immediately adjscent fe Fort 
Morgan. 

_ After the surrender, [ ordered the gradual removal of these obstruc- 


tions, On the first day five of them were taken up and safely removed 
io the shore; and of these, four were found tc be so injured by immer- 


sion as te be perfectly harmless, one only being dry. Om the second 
ocension five more were taken up and towed on shore, but hecoming 
entangled with the ropes, the men having grown careless, collected 
around, and in pulling and hauling them different ways, caused the 
sapien which resulied in the killing and wounding of the men above 
mane 


Page lott 
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As it is absolutely necessary to free the channel of these torpedoes, 
I shall continue to remove them, but as every precaution will be used, 
i do not apprehemi anv further accident. 
Very respectiully, your chedient servant, 
D. G. Fanrascer, 
Rear Admiral, 
Hon. Gipeox WELLEs, 
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington. 


Order of Rear-Admaral Farragut, U.S. Nass, to Command Le Rau, 
U, 8. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Ossipee, to proceed to duty on the 
Fenus coast, 

U.S. Pusesmir Hanrromp, 


t#be etrcea 


Mobile Bay, August 386, 1864. 


repairs, after which you will proceed to the Texas coast. off Galveston, 
and relieve Commander M. B, Woolsey, now in charge of that division 
of the West Guif Biockading Squadron, delivering to him the enclosed 
orders. 
Very reensetfully, 
D. G. Farracrt, 
_ bt eee ae Rear-Adnviral. 
Commander W.E ia Rer, | 
ES. 8. Gssipee, Mobile Bay, 


Order of Rear-Admiral Farragut, U8. Navy, to Commander Woolsey, 
U.S. Navy, commanding ©, 8. 8. Princesa Royal, to proceed to New 
Orleana or Pensacola for repairs. ° 

Fiacamie Hanrporp, 


Mobile Bay, August 80, 1864. 
Sm: Commander W_E. Le Roy, of the Gseines, relieves vou in the 
command of the Texas division of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 
You will proceed in the Princess Royal to New Orleans and report to 
Commodore J. 5. Palmer for repairs to your vessel, but if on arriving 
a Quarantine, you ascertain that fever is prevailing in the city, which 
may endanger your crew, you will proceed at once to Pensacola, 
enclosing to Commodore Palmer a copy of these orders. 
D. G. Farrage, 
Rear- Admiral. 
Commander BM. B. Wootser, 
@. 8. &. Princesse Reyal, off Galvesion, Tex. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. Nary, te Captain. Greene, 
U8. Nowy, commanding East Gulf Squadron, loaning for iemporary 
service the U.S. 8. Galena. 7 : 

Fiscsmr Hanrrorn, 
Mobile Bay, August 20, 1864. 
Capraty: T have the honor te acknowledge the receipt of your dis- 
patches * of the 27th instant, and although my blockading squadron off 


*See Series 1, vol. (7, «p, THEIL. 
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pieces. We hear to-day we did ther a great deal of damage and that 
the Cotton is sunk. They had thrown up a mud fort on this side, but 
evacuated it on ourarnval. We tried to remove the obsiructions, but 
esuld not succeed, but [ think that when General Weitzel arrives go 
as to protect us from sharpahooters on the bank, we can de se. | 
keep running up and dewn all the time se as to keep the river clear of 
the obstructions. ; 

We can make ail our repairs here, and I will bave the Ainsaman 
ready for service to-merrow. The Zhang is getting limber out for 
Colonel Thomas ta repair the bridge at Bayou Benf. The enemy 
destroyed about {.000 hoysheads of sugar, a lot of molaases, and alse 
burned $8 cars and 3 engines. 

I send requisitions for ammunition for the three gunboats, which we 
want very badly, as we fired away a good deal yesterday, und I expect 
to have a good deal more firing to do, and also for some blouses and 
shoes for the men that have been shi pped. Jtis absolutely necessary 
that they should have some clothing, and I hope you will order the 
quartermaster to furnish it, We have got ail the steamers above us, 
bui Tam afraid they will burn them. The officers and men behaved 
aplendidly, The Cation is lran-cased, and did some excellent shoot- 
ing, She mounts one long 82-pounder, four 24-pounders, and two 
6-pounder rifle guns. . 

The iron casing on the Hineman and the Diana turned the shat 
beautifully. Capiain McLailin, whe was on bosrd the Uathown with 
his conipany, went on shore with his men and tried to get opposite the 
Cotton, but before he got up to her she had left. If she has not heen 
gunk we will get her yet. Fosball send the coal schooner back, as we 
do not want her, there being plenty of coal here. 

November 5.—IT have juat returned from another trip up the Teche 
with the Estrella. [had 3 mwa killed by a shot. The Coton was 
there, They had a battery on cach hank, but we succeeded in driv- 
ing them all off. T can de nothing until General Weitzel arrives. 
They are now strongly posted at the obstructions, and although 
Lean drive them off, can not work at them. We want some more 
atmmunilion now badby. 7 think the Colion is casemaied, as our 
shell glanced off. We had him on fre ones. We could plainky see 
aur shat sirike him, but he fights bows on. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Theaias MeKuas Bucranan, 
Laenienani, Commeanding. 
Major-General Bexsamin F. Borimn, 
Headguartere Department aj the Gulf. 


£xtracte from diary of Acsiatant Engineer Baird, U. 8. 8. Calhoun, 1. 6, Kavy. 


October 80, 1862-—We steamed up the Atchafalaya Bay, towing 
the schooner, and anchored in 8} feet of water; the Catdcun drew 
about 7 feet. Martin Freeman, the pilot, went in the cutter io 
sound out the channel {rebs had removed buoys); the channel shifts. 
About 2 p.m. the rebel steamer J. 4. Colton came down the bay and 
fired two shots at us, Lo which we replied with the 30-pounder Parrott : 
gun three times. She beat s hasty retreat. It was plain our gun had 
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Thev will be forwarded to the provost-marshal-wenerad in charge of 
Captain J.D. Brewster, sid<le-carnp. The schooner Julia A. Hodges, 
used as a mail and dispatch boat by them, and « small sloop were cap- 
tured af the same time, 

Tam, colonel, very respoctfully, your obedient servant, 

Joun A. McCrerwann, 
; Major-Feneral, Commanding. 
Lientenant-Colonel Ricaarp B. Irwin, 
Avsisinnl AdjutantGeneral, Departonent of the Gulf. 


Letter from Captain Drayton, U.S. Navy, to Captain Jenkins, 0. 8. 
Navy, regarding general matters. 


U, &. 5. Texwissen, 
April @, 1864, 

My Dean Jewxins: Tam too busy to do more than write a few 
lines to thank you for the books. 1 send the paper, and will the cap 
by next opportunity; so far | have not been able to go on shore by 
daylight to select, it. 

The Penearola will be with you in a few daye. Palmer takes the 
Monongaheia temporarily, vice Strong. 

The Seminole left yesterday for Mobile, and we hope to get the 
Ossipee off thie week for same place. 

No particular news from Red River, but I think it looks very much 
ag if we hed been licked at Alexandria. Send the Glasgow back as 
soon ag ahe can ba conveniently sot ready, but not later than twenty- 
four hours, ag the admiral would like to have her before going to Texas, 

‘tor which place he will, I think, leave in a few days. 
Yours, very truly, 
BP, Daarros. 

Captain T. A. dene, _ 

Richmond. 

Let [Martin] Freeman, the pilot of Hartford, come back in the 
Glasgow for the trip, unless his services are required on board. 

Aa the Glasgow loses nine men, who go home im the Pensacoia, you 
must give her some from the Potomac, and you might also lead sx 


enpinesr from the Hartford for the next trip, until we ean give her a 
permanent one. 
P.D. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy te Rear-Admiral Farragut, 0. 8. 
Navy, regarding the dispesttion of prize property. 
Navy Derarrment, April 7, 1864. 

Sm: Your letter of the 21at ultimo, Ne. 79, enclosing a copy of a 
pees een from the prize coramissioner at New Orleans, has been 
received. 

The Department declines to direct that the munitions of war referred 
to be turned over te the Nevy without necessity and without discrimi- 
nation. What is already needed, and can not otherwise be so well 
obtained, may be taken at the appraised value. 

- _ it ig presumed that when prize property is found unsalable in New 

3 the prize court has enthority to order iis sele in some other 
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district. This appears to have been the course adopted by the court 
at Key West. 
Lam, respectiully, your obedient servant, 
; Gissoxr Wiis, 
Secretary of the Navy, 
Rear-Admiral D. G. Fanrasv, 
Comdg. Western Gulf Bisekading Squadron, Naw Orleans, 


Report of Rear-Adnaral Farragut, U. 8. Navy, regarding the impaired 
condition of the vessels of his command and oie to the reported 
destruction of the U. 3.8. Clifton. 


No. 104] U.S. Fracsni Texnnsane, 
OF New Grleans, April 7, 7864. 

Sir: 1 found my blockading vessels breaking down so rapidly thet 
i determined to run around here and look inte the condition of things. 

T found 11 vessels underguing repuiss, viz, the Ossipee, Monon- 
gahela, and Seminole (3 of my largest weasels), and § gunboats, some 
requiring two or three months’ repaire. The Monongahela was run 
against the wreck of the sunken ironclad at the bar at South West 
Faas and knocked off her entire eutwater and stern down to the keel. 
This was done, perhaps, through the want of skill in Mr, Jones, the 
pilot, but the error was in gaing out when it was too dark to ave; but as 
I seldom have oceasion to fn fault with overzeal in repairing to the 
blockade, I passed it over by telling them not to doitagsin. 

T left four vessels in Pensacola.” I only give this account that the 
Department may see that ji is vet always in my power to prevent an 
oecasional escape of a schooner on the coast of Tesas. These little 
vessele ean run close alone the shore until out of sicht of the bleck- 
aders, but | think that Mr. Chase, the consul at Tampico (extracta 
from whose reports are given in your dispatch of March 21) does not 
show a large amount of cotton escaped, and the vessels he describes 
wader Enghsh colors could net be seized. 

Only 2 of my small vessels have as yet arrived. I fear some of 
them have been lost. They ai indispensable for the blockade of this 
toast. 

_ We have a repert by the Arbensas from the coast of Texas that tha 
Clifton attempted to run cut of Sabine Pass, got aground, and the 
ememy desiroyed her by setting her on fire. Gar vessels, ib is aaid, 
esuld nol get near her, T have nothing olficial on the subject. 

_ [still hear from refugees and deserters that the ironclad Tennesses 
has not crossed Dog River Bar, but that the rebels are making new 
pontoons to float her over. I never did think they intended to get her 
over unless they could do so with ease, aa they could not get her back 
without greater difficulty; but 1 am told that it is determined te keep 
her near the city for ite defense. I shall nevertheless continue to 
watch her until 1 have the proper fores, viz, soldiers to land on the 
peninsula and Dauphin Island. 

Very reapectinlly, your obedient servant. 
D. GQ. Fagracur, 
Reap-Admirai, 


Hon. Grex Warres, 
Secretary of the Nowy, Washington. D.C. 
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Report of Hear-Admirat Farragut, U. 8. Navy, regarding the departure 
of the UL 8. 8. Pensacola for Hampton Roads. 


No, 108.) Frans Texnmasme, 
Of New Orleans, April 7, [564. 

Sin: I have the honor to report to the Department that the U. 8. 8. 
Peasacoia, under the command temporarily of Commander James H. 
Strong, detached from the Monongahela for that purpose, leaves to-day 
for the Nuvth, 

Commander Strang has orders to proceed firat to Pensacola for cou! 
and afterwards to Hampton Roada, reporting his arrival there hy tele- 
graph to the Department and to await the further orders of the honor- 
able Secretary of the Navy as to the disposition of the vessel. 

Commodore Palmer has been directed to hoist his divisional flag in 
the meantime on the Monongahela, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D.G. Fanracur, 
Regr-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 
Hon. Grozox Weis, 
Seeretary af the Navy, Washington, 


Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Hear-Admival Farragut, ft. 8. 
Navy, transmitting copy of communication regurding a difficulty aris 
ing jrom wasepprehension of neutral rights by blockading vessels on 
the coast of Texas, 

: Navy Deranrumvr, April 7, 1864 

Sm: The Department hes had under consideration vaur dianetch of 
February 19, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed by Admiral Milne 
to Commodore Bell, and your proposed reply to it. 

4. correspondence which has taken place between this Department 
and the Secretary of State has rendered the transmission of your pro- 
posed reply te Adrairal Milne unnecessary. The Department approves 
of your course in submitting it for inspection. You will perceive from 
the scopy of a communication to ibe Secretary of State, berewith 
euclosed, that further difficulty or misunderstanding might have 


ensued had you forwarded your reply to Admiral Milne without the 
knowledge of the Department. 


Hf any inst netions should have been iseved te offieers under your 
command contrary te the tenor of the enclosed paper the Department 
desires that you will recall or modify them. 

i am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GipEox Weis re 
seeretary af ihe Nowy. 

Rear-Admiral D. G. Fannasevr, abd q 

Comdg. Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans. 
(Envlosere.] 
Navy Derarrwugnst, March 5, 1284. 

Sm: JT have the honor to receive your letter of the 3d instant and 
accoinpanying papers in relation to a difiiculty which has seemed 
likely to grow out of a misapprehension of the instructions given to 
our crulaers in the Gulf and on the const of Mexiew. 

> Ede not understand our Government to claim the right of ‘‘cantur- 
ing shipe for having carried contraband of war after ihe contraband 
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List of vessels belonging te the West Gulf Squadron, February 1, 1868. 


° Present duty ar ste 


Name, Gums: Thee. | CATMReRdng ottieer. j a 0. 
Anton... ! He: Act. Voi. Lisut. 5, F. avis ‘want of Texas, 
Arizona. Pactiie whest | Lient. Commander Geo. Browa | Now tricans. 
A Raat ty RW eee en ee af Liewt. Commander J. $, Sherrett: Be, 
Althea... § Act, Ensign F. A.G. Baton... Mebliz Bay. 

- Now Orisnna 


aot awh. We. i. Bavid Cute 
Bar tyessceenl Al Master J. BE. stannard 


Arkanunn.... : 
; Hemssecle Bay. 


ae 


a ud Ce ee A eer wg ood At 


Anderson, OW. Bark. .c.0-5- 4 Act, Master H. Tittdte...... Do, 
Anguata ani ‘S | Sevew e223. act. Yat. Lieat, BM. ik. Crowell.) Const of Texas. 
Edenville i Paddie wheel 4 Commander J. RM. Mullany. 

Blom wheel . || Act. Master's Mute A. Whitlog 


Aet. Vol, Liens. W. Godfrey 
Art. Master W. Sf Stanse cd, 
Jieat. Commander BG Wileon 


Gf Gen 
obile Bay. 


1 Lt, Comunatder G. 1, Peer: 

j Lt. Cue weicasien Bay. 
Riot wie . 4 Ast. Ye. £ eel Berviek Bay. 
Paddis what 1 Act, Foi. Liew! John the Fobn: | New Orieans. 


1 SL-BES, 
| Paddle wheat] Aet. Master Wm. Bacon... Mobile Bay. 
; Schowner. ..- Mantes and Pist Wim. See: De 
i are. 
H Acs. Maseve Maty A. Whittier | East Tae, 
f Act. Master 6. P Pomeroy...-.| New Orleuns. 
Starn wheel. Act. Yol. Liew. N Eivty ......) Laka Pontchartrain. 
Ship. 0.4. val Act. Master A. Rich, jr : 4 New Orirans. 
Start whose 2.2 Act. Master John atnlion wf heke eae 
} Fsddia wheel -{ Lieut. Commander Join Frwia..| bMohke Bay. 
l Sevow....... 4 dat Vol Lieut. Af. Dean. Ott Galveston, 
' Stern wheel sts Ach Master 1. 8. Flexott. 1. _., Berwhtk Tay. 


Tawelip....---- 
Corsphous.. 22... 


Ubarintte. 2.22. 
Estrollts ou. 


rare 


) Paddis wherd | Act. Master R. 3. Hatiner....... | New Ortesns. 
Peddia wheel . Pus Be VRWRON swans eee eres ees | Eye, 
1 Somer... Lieat Commiamior Nath. ‘Green. _ Bo. 


Bewew......,.) AC Ensign Prank Bllma...., 

Paddle wheel | Lieut. A. HL. Yeates. ..22.0... 

3) gene | Act. Ensign F, 1. Brenion...-. 1 Vonsatela Gay. 
Lieut. Comunender 6. B, Tarior.) Pasa Cavatio. 

‘ | Lieut. Commander. H, Greens. New Oricans. 

Serew.. 02020) Lt. Commander John Watters. Da. 


lig 


‘ane whe - . 
Katahdin. 
Eines... 


Mabile Bay, 


randie wheel | ident. Comtusneer We. be 
Now Orlegin, 


Serew......-./ Commuter Thos, H. Beereom 


x4 , a bal uM 
EB sce pn cae ta ae en ER ae on oo Se itn Se eke IEE EES Ge 


Rermetee. sys cecc eee} I erew. 00.4 Lt. Commander Trewii Abbot. Tkmsacsiu Buy. 
Rake 4. 4 | Bark. .....0.-] Act. Master A. Starrett... 
Kickapoo. . j ifentied......) Ldeut. Ceimiaanier M. bP. dunes. Mobo Bay, 
Lachewnmna Rerew.. ‘{ fe Cnet G. ¥. Erumona,. OM Gebveatast, 
Metacomet. Botik: Bay. 
ilonraet i ioe Copunatar Ero ia 

osHonga be Commander Jag. 1H, Strong. 
Metapr. Sct Mastery M. Jordan ..... 
Maria A. W ont } Act. Master fubn Hous....., pt Bey 
New Londo... £ Act. Master Lympa Wel! Culeaston Pass, 
BYBUEAL ces ccrare i Act. Voi. Liows. t, A. Bout Lerwick Bay. 
‘Wisrodemue. 2... i Repalenge rear egos Penaanat, | 


Oasi pee. a Z a8) Merew.......4 Contizgndes Wie. E. Le h | OF Gabeesten. 
Owanco, $) Barcw... | Act. Master Tf. B. Sears... .| Peniacals Bay. 
Fink. a8 we, Mastar Barus! Belden i Mobile Buy, 
Pesabing. 5| Lient. Commander I. G, Maxwell| Sabine Paas. 
Fengsia 7) Se: et. gee Tisut. 2. aie: ; Kelawea, Tan, 
Penohaest...;ccce AL! 
Pindla....--.2.2..-- i aT Saree...» Lies, ‘Commander Hi. Eehea...., Cpaut_of Texas, 
Port Royal. ..... | By Beddia wheel | Lent. Commander B’ Gherarai” New Orleans. 
Pocationtes. 000000) 8 | Borew....... Ligut. Commander W.M. Oar Do. 
é H Ned 
a t pore. sere Commander MB, Woolsey... . 4 | Couat af Tesad, 
4 of Act. Mester D. Catburn. © .,,..: South West Paas. 
18 Commmunder LC. Bartorl.......) New Crieans. 
ad Commander Alea. Gibset.... y Pemsacoia Bay. 
22 | Capt. T. 2? GIDE go so9e eee Mobiie Bay 
a Aet. Master SLM. Dero... Minisepet Reited, 
2 Act. Ensign W. be dda... 4 
| det, Vat. Lieut, 7, W. Mamone | iota Bay, 
|) Lt. Commander 2), B. Bartieny.) 
A.) det. Enairs L. BR. Vanee. New Odeane: 
Kid Grende, 


mg. Lie a8, .) Mobile Bay. 
th. tert. Martin Prewceen,| 


an Ponmasais. 
Act. Manter T. J, Bd Jdoneklss | Lake Portchartrain. 


Tallahatehie 


Tritonla... | Act. Vou. Lieut, Ges Wie. { kMobiie Bay, 
Rittetinny . +} Act. Bosign %. 3. Blagdell 6...) Pansnecia Bay. 
Virginia. --.-.- ot Att. Vou Laeut, ©, if. Seow... of es Hs. 
Vincennen, at, W. A Ghain . “ie 


Att, Vol. Lient, WA. Kivkias pee ene 


Vises : Troneiad 0s. 
' 
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Ketter from the Secretary of the Nawy to Flag-Offcer MaKoan, U. &. 
Navy, regarding the preparation of the L. 8. 8S. San Jacinto for 
service ax flagshep, 


Navy Deranrapar, Decenber $8, 1862. 
Sut: Your communication of the 2ist ultimo, in relation to signals, 
signal books, ctc., was received, and attention given thereto. 
* + * + * = 


The Department has also received your letters of the 10th instant, 
acknowledging coniidential communication, ete., and relative to the 
ships Ziepress and Cornucopia. 

The steamer Sen Jaointe is being prepared for servis as your fag- 
ship, and will sail in the course of the ensuing month for the Gulf, te 
supply the place of the Miagere. 

Lam, respeetfully, your obedient servant, ; 
Gipron WELLES. 
Flg-Oficer Wa. Wl McKuan, 
Commanding Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


Capture of yacht Gipsey in Mississipp? Sound, December 88 1961. 


aR vz: 


Raport of Lieutenant Read, U. 8. Favy, commanding 0. 8, §. New Londoa. 


UL S. S. New Lownon, December 30, 1862. 

Sm: While cruising in Mississippi Sound, about half past 2 o'clock. 
on the afternoon of the 38th instant, te the eastward of East Pasra- 
gouin, discovered » schounex; ran in, and dred a shot across her bow 
to hoare her te. 

The echoener wae then immediately set fire to and deserted by hor 
officers and crew. 
_ Sent hosts and teok possession, and auceceded in extinguishing the 
fire, : 
She proved to be the yacht Gipsey, londed with cotton of the best 
quality, aad fram private jeiters found on board, no doubt sbe intended 
te ran the blockade, 

Enclosed please tind a list of officers and crew on hoard this vessel 
at time of capture. 

The 0, 5. 3, WissaAveton was tn sight af time of expture. 

Tam, very respectfally, your ohodient servant, 

A. Reap, 
léeutenant, Commanding. 
Hon. Gipgon WHo.es, 

Seerdary of Nery, Washington, D.C. 


Baport of Vlag-Olics: MeHaan, ©. 8. Navy. 


U.S. Fuscsnir Niacara, 
Ship Island, January Hi, 1862. 
Sra: In my communication of the Sth instant I omitted to report 
the capture, on the 24th ultimo, of the schooner Gipaey by the U.S, S. 
Mew Landon. : 
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She was discovered inside of Torn Island Paes, was chased and over- 
taken in the neighborhood of Paseagoula, when the crew deserted and 
set fire to her; the lire, however, was extinguished before she bad sua- 


tained much injury. 


She is of ahout 50 tons, and was built for a yacht, and is avid to be. 
remarkably fast. Her cargo consisted of cotton of superior quality: 


it will be shipped on board the storeship Supply. 
Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


We. Wl McK xan, 


Flag- Cficer, Comraanding Guif Blockuting Squadron. 


Hon, Gupnos Wenn, 
Sveredaty of the Naoy, Washington, D.C. 


Weonaoranr mnnemener 


Report of Captain Bailey, U.S. Navy, regardé 


De Sote with A. 2M. 8, Bitar, 


: U.S. Sream Fereare Cotarane, 
OF South West Poss, Mississippi River, December 29, 1861. 
Sre: In compliance with your request I herewith anclose a report of 


the armament of this ship. 


‘The schooners Aucial Seaman and Samuel Hotan arrived here yes- 
terday. Lbave sent all wiv pacer cusks te ts: filled with water for the 


Sevetes on board the Rachel Seaman, and will give her 
patch. ‘The schooner Sam Houston left here yesterday wit 


water for the Sante, 


Lam mounting a 24-pounder howitzer on the Samuel @ofan. She 
will prove a serviceable and efficient tender to this ship. 

Ga the wight of the 27th instant, it being very dark, « light was dis- 
covered in the offing. | immediately ardered the De Soe, which waa 
here watering, to get underway and to ascertain the character of the 
strange vessel bearing it. Yesterday she returned having in tow the 
French war steamer Wilen, totally disabled in consequence of an unfor- 
tanate collision with the Le Sete. The De Soto waa also damaged in 


har water wheel, 


Captain Cloud, of the Afden, visited me with his semplaint, repre- 


senting that he was on most important service of the French Gov- 
ernment, seeking the flay-oflicer of thie squadron, and ulso had a 
communication from the Secretary of State, Mr. Seward, for you. 
Under the cireuistances | could do no less than order the De Suis to 
tow the Afidan to Ship Island, vorr present anchorage, and substitate 


& 


the tender gunboat Sane Ratan on the blockade of Barataria during 
herabscace. I hope to get your approval. Captain Cloud has a New 
York paper of the 16th December, containing information of a beilig- 
erent nature from England, and news that Charleston is in ashes. 


¥ 


Lientenant Bae 


this place. 
Lain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Flag-Oficer Wu. W. McKean. 


Commenting Gulf Blockading Syuadron. 


g coblision of GF SS 


iewould Hke to have the small arms furnished | _or 
hapan returnod to us; also six boarding pikes left in the 
prize tender Hedda through mistake.. No appearance of the enemy at 
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T am, respectiully, your obedient servant, 

Gipgun WeLins 
Seeretary of the Navy. 

egr-Admiral TD) G. Farraarr, 


Commanding West Gulf Blackading Squadron, Pensacola, Fla. 
Commodore das. L. Larpver, 


Commanding East Gul} Blockading Squadron, Key West, Fin. 


Letter from, Rear-Admiral Farragut, U.S. Nawy, to Commodore Morris, 
U_&. Navy, regarding general matters. 


Fiscsnie [Lanrromp, 
Pensucola. Ray, Seplember 15, 1862. 

Dear Commopore: 1 received your dispatches by Lieutenaat- 
Commander Law, of the Clijion.  L think you are right about the bills, 
as the reports are of such a disheartening character it is diffienlt te 
know what te do jnst at this time, but T hope that they will all prove 
false. 

L have received the sick and marines from Pilot Town by the Con- 
necticut and will iry io establish them here. You will, no doubt, be 
able io get your sick inte (he hospitals in the city, in case of being so 
unfortunate ag to have any spidemie, T am glad to hear thet your 
shins’ crews continue to be healthy. We are all remarkably so yet, 
and the weather is beginning to be cool and pleasant. | expect to see 
the general (Butler) soon to make arrangements for Mobile, but until 


we hear from home it will be hardly worth while to lay plans for the 


to disappoint Mr. Stillweil of bis command, but we must respect Che 


I will keep you in money if the Department keeps me sor pl ted I 


lector at New Orleans. Alden let a fellow of the same kind go hecause 
he had a pass for Pensacola from the provost-marshal at New Orleans. 
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ietter from the Seoretary af the New ta Flag-Offleer MoKean, U. 8. 
avy, regarding the preparation af the ©. S. &. San Jacinto for 
sepwice aw fagahip. 


Navy Depssrmest, Qecember 28, 1861, 
Sux: Your communication of the 2tst ultimo, in relation to dgnals, 
signal books, etc., was received, and attention given thereto. 
7 * = * * = 


* 

The Department has aleo received your letters of the 10th instant, 
acknowledging confidential comnmranivation, etc., and relutive to the 
ships Einpress and Cornucopia. 

ssleamer Sen faciade ia being prepared for service as your Hag. 
ahip, and will asil in the course of the ensuing month for the Gulf, to 
supply the place of the Avagarw. 

Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, _ - 
Giipnon Weiies. 
ng-Officer Wai. W. McKuan, 


Commanding Gulf Blockading Squadron. 


uF 


ete SBT, 


Caphure af yacht Gipeey in Mississippl Sound, December 88. 1: 
Raport of Lieutenant Read, U. 6. Wavy, commanding U. 8. §. Bow London. 


US. S. New Lonnown, December 30, 1861. 

Sema: While cruising in Mississippi Sound, about half past 2 o’slock 
on the afiernoon of the 28th instant, to the eastward of East Paaca- 
yroula, discoyered 2 schooner; ran in, and fired a shot across her bow 
te heave her ts. 

The schooner was then immediately act fre to and deserted by her 
officers and crew. 
Sent boats and took possession, and suceeaded in extinguishing the 


fire. : 
She proved to be the yacht ipsa, loaded with cotton of the best 
elt : 


quality, and fram private letters found oa buard, no doubt sbe intended. 
to ren the blockade. 
Enclosed please find a Rat of officers and craw on hoard this vessel 
at time of capture. 
The 0.5.5. Wiesedsehon was in sight af time of capture. 
mat servant, 
A. Reap, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Hon. Grpeon WELLes, 
Scerctary of Navy, Washington, 2. C. 


Report ef Plag-Oiicer McHeaa, 0. 8. Navy. 


U.S. Fiacsare Niagara, 
Ship dstand, January 16, 1862. 
Str: In my communication of the 8th instant I omitted to report 
the capture, on the 88th ultimo, of the schooner (ipsey hy the U. 8.8. 


New London, 
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He probably went io Pascagoula, as he never made his appearance 
here. The vessel was the schooner Union, 

[ have now given orders fo take everything that has contraband of 
war on board, and to send them im for adjudication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B, G. Parnaacr, 
Hear-Admeiral. 
Commodore H.W. Morris. 


Report of Rear-ddmiral Ferragul, 0. 8S, Navy, requesting ordnance  ~ 
supplies. 


Fracsui Harrrorn, 
Pensacola Navy Yard, Seplember 1), 1862. 


as L thigk that they can be used with great effect agains the enemy's 
ironclad : 


Very reapectfally, your obedient servant, 


Captain Jown A. Dayiorey, _ 
Chie] Bureau Ordnance, Washington, BD. (’. 
Report of Lieutenant Roe, US. Nay, requesting an investigation into 
the character and conduct of the steamer Fempire Parish. 
. 8. 8. Gussoar Karaupin, 
Bonnet Carré. September 15, 1862. 


at 
are not all of a perfectly loyal character. 


aad ee ee 
rreed ui 
, one of her owners 


sigma. iwe more shuts ahead of her, and s 


2xE 
rhe 


obey the signal that T was upon the eve of sending an X1-inch shell 
into her. 
i respectfully requeat that some invesiigation may lake place in the 
character and conduct of this steamboat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


; PF, A. Rox, 
Lieutenant, Convmandong. 


Cominedore Hawny W. Monris. 
Commanliag Navel Forces, New Grieans, Le. 


XK OW thewot HR-—EH 
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aid-de-camp, Capt. Edward Higgins, in cormmand of the stearner 
CAavgon, with about 00 men and one 8-inch shell gun, to visit the vicin- 
ity of Bhip Island. On his arrival there the everay bed disappeared. 
He landed the 8-lach gun and a 32-pounder, and left Livutenant Wae- 
lev, of the Navy, in command, to pufithe gave In position uml defend 
the island. 

Euelosed T send you Liewtensat Warler’s report. The 8-inch aim 
was borrewed frate the Navy. The commodore asked me to return it 
by the 20th insiant. As it is the only efiicient gun i bave on the 
jaland, ii woul! eanse comsdderable embarrassment ia return it ab this 
time: and aethe Nave has pve more S-ineh gues net in use, I shall 
deley returning ib . 

The demonstration of Lieutenant Warley at Ship Jaland proves that 
the place can be maintained if we can retain the guns berrowed from 
the poe 

Two hosts celzed by the governor of Louisiana and turned over te 
mo | have armed as well as I conld. They are now in the lakes, 
Amreunition ie much wanted. 

J] think we ean prevent in future the enemy showing such baldness 
on the Inkes, and one or two more boats will Insure the safety of vee- 
sey between bere and Mobile. ‘Phe guns on the stcamors are not suit- 
able. They are 82-poundess, but J could do no better. 

I take this ogession to report to the Department how auch Lam 
indebted to Captain Higgins for his energy and industry in fitting out 
the stermers, Having been an officer of the U.S. Navy, his knowl 
edge and experience in such matters were invabouabie. 

Very reapectiuily, your obedient servant, 


4% L tBary, z 
kf, ti 6 WHS, 


ae 


Major. Glanered, Crananainalz ya, 
Hon. L. P. W ALERE, ‘ : 
Semetany ay Wer, 


Atetemoent uf pose and troupe in Denerimest Ne. i, OC. 8. AL, Suby 12, F886 


Port Mo 
unbeers. 

Fort Gaines, Mchile Bay. tive campanies Alabame artillery. 

Grani’s Fuss, Mobile Bay, one company Alalanm artillery. 

Kast Pascagoula, two companies, Fourth Regiment Louisiana 
Volunteers, 
Biloxi, fre companios, Fourth Regiment Louisiana Volunteers, 


sippi City, one conmpany. Fourth Regiment Louisiana Vol- 


roan, Mohile Hav. ten eompanies Second Alabama Yol- 


Say 


nnkee 


id ie) : 
Ship Island, three companies, Fourth Regiment Louisiana Vol- 
nnteers, 
Pass Christian, two companies, Fourth Regiment Louisiana Yal- 
unteers. 
Fort Pike, one company Lotisiana artillery, 50 general service 
recruits. 


Fort Macomb, one company city troops. 

Bienvenue and Ponce Dupres, one company city troops. 

Proctorsville, one company city treope. 

New Orieans Barracks, iwo companies city troops; 295 general serv- 
ice recruits, partly formed; one company Loiisiana infantry, one 
company Loutsians artillery. 
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Mobile River. the Alabama River. and its branches, head in the aspper 
part of the State of Alahama. A. railroad connects it with Cairo, at 
the entrance of the Ghie inte the Mississippi Hiver. 

Hesiles the main entomce to Mobile Hay, there is an artificial 
antfancne hefvenn Dauphin Telane? aml fhe “pininlancd at 
with 44 feet at low water and shout 8} at hich. 7 a We. 
vated through oyster reefs and mud, and has. remained open, The! 
was a _ tigate ihere hefore the rebellion. This pass is 74 miles in 
straight line from Fort Morgan. aid 25 mifles from the city of Mobile. 
Mississippi Sound haz several goad eatrances directly from the Gul. 
it is not mnoewn whether any “attenint has yet heen made to fortify 
them or the pass just mentioned, These are: 

1. Through the cast spit of Petit Bois a passage wae cub in the har- 
Fieane of 185%, having 1¢ feet as the least water. 

2. Horn Tdland Pass, hetweea Petit Bolaand Horn Island, haa 16 
font water. 

3. There isa fine, wide channel between Ship and Cat islands, with 91 
feet least water, exeept upon two Li-foot hunps. This, however. is in 
L closed by the fort on Ship inland. 

t wood chasse! from Sti Islas to Banphiu Island fer 
veesols drawi dnur not more than 18 feet. 

Cat and Ship Island burhors ure prohubly both fortified. Tnto the 
former 17 feet, and Into the latter 19 feet can be carried. The posses. 
stor of the eastern part of Mississippi Sound, er the blockade of the 
amiruness, wilh he nec mary, besides wate hing the main entrance of 
the bay . to the aoffeetiss dockade of Mahle. 
< (runt’s Pass is effectually defended, or is ohetrocted, the 

aat Mobile nay be turned hy a force of suttable character, 

Hefore speaking of the approaches to the city of Mobile we must. 
reir io the tort ions on Ship Island, which constitute one of our 
pYincipal means for closing up New Orlew 

The military possessdor 
naval o perutions in Mixaiasl 
Orleans, 

Ye Peguire it aaa depot of con} and provisions, a8 weil as a harbor 

sad refue. Theastnall sesudicivculur work whieh was cou - 
‘ ce ed by the rebols, 
was scarcely above svound whe thellion broke out. We: a 
it as not. much more defensille than the Hatteras forts, Towever this 
imiy be, the entire possession of Ship Island and its substitution for 
Pensacola as a nayal station are tadispensable, and its defense might 
he portly naval and partiy wali 

‘The most hasty elua ap will he sufficient to recognize at 
ones the importsnce {not ta be overrated) of a rivid blockade on a 
portion of the coast, distinguished hy the peoetanbeal features which 
abe most favorable to trade and intercourse by water. and sheltered 
from the destructive infiwence of storms by a barrier of ont- -lying 
islands. 

It fortunately happens here, ox elzewharn, 
van perform: ifs duty stitic 
enemy's harbors. 

We must add a word on the approach to Mobile he land. 

From the Gulf shore. the nearest land approach to Mot 
froma Pascagoula 48 aude hy hard, level, sindy raads th ne 
woods, clear of underbrosh, and easily known by the telegraph pe poles, 


Tes 


we Shin Island is no leas important te one 


ppl Sound than to the flovkade of New 


that the blockading feet 
fly while it is enjoving the protection of the 


rm 
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Rix ruiles out, a rough bridge of 50 feet crosses a deep, muddy 
stream, bordered with dense bushes. 

Thence on about 20 miles farther the route is over fiat country, with 
only scattering log houses, anda low population, ¢ to Gog River, which 
is 40 feet w ide iy muddy , and anfordable. Thea well-worn hridgo ther 
feos: probable hiegwrn py slacent, Yollow pine is plonty near both streanrs: 
other streains along th = road are mere rivulets of fresh water. 

From Dog River te Mobile the track rolls gently, showing better 
land {sparsely setiled by uncultivated ple}; and at a distanc: af if 
niles Go meets Government streat, Mobile, ahout 4 miles west of the 
Mobile wharves. 

There is a deep ravine on the road, perhaps not far from the Dor 
River. 

_ Mobile may also be reached from FPensacoia by the Fe 
Bivery and from Porteraville, Ala, a stall vil BPC es 
end of Deuphia Idend, through sthich the New Orleans mail once 
passed, having been brousht from Mobile by atages and carried thence 
ta New Orleans by steamboats. We can furnish some of the partic- 
ulars concerning ‘the route (from. the archives of the Uosst Survey) 


© Bay 


. vat this already tedious momeir. 

In this peper we ae tiated: first. the ‘erent Delta of the Missis- 
sippi from its eastern to ita extreme western boundary; and, second, 
in Conneetion with it, as an inseparable. part of the system of operations 
recommended, i Mississippi Sound and Mobile, with its adjacent waters. 


mobs ese the honor to be, very respectfall iy, your most ohadlient 


8. BL De ee 
§ 


Superintendent (2 8. Chest Surceg, Member. 
J. G. Barwarp, 
Mages, 00 8. Prainesr, MMe nha. 
CG. H. Davis, 
Commander, U.S. Nowy, Manber and Seordary. 
Hou, Grogan Weeres, 
aueretury af the Navy. 


my, io Comunander Price TS. 
wh wt tender for special dh ndy. 


Servo Caronina, 
ticeston, August 10, 1861, 


Sie: Thave reepived your communication of to-day, and in reply 
would state that the only tender I have now at my disposal is the 2) t 
a pilot boat, drawing # feet of water, entirely too much for any eifi- 
ent operations in Atchafalaya or Berwick Ray, where you inform nic 
you are going, Tesides the Dard is indispensable to me just new, 22 
Tam watching a large sea steamer. the Georeet Rusk, about ready for 
sea, and there is danger that she may slip out at night of the Northeast 
Pageage, whieh is some 8 miles distant from our anchorage off the 
main entrance. i must, thereferc, in view of the occurrence of such 
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- captain admitting that he was aware of the blockade, but elaining 
ibat he was entitled to 4 warning from the blockading ferce. As the 
law appears to me plain, and is in conformity with my instructions 

senived when ordered is blockade Charleston, and ss ber cargo, in 
¥ opinion, wes not contraband (heing coffer}, T directed that her pa- 
pers should receive the preper endorsement and she be allowed to 
proceed, ostensibly, to New York. There was great diversity of 
opinion among the officers on the subject. and 1 beg to be inlormed by 
the Departiicat whether the course which ] pursued was correct. 

Should the Government heve came to any decision as to the articles 

to be considered contraband, T beg to he furnished with 

I write very hastily, as the opportunity was unexpected, I send 
this by the army transport steamer Padody, which is now getting 
underway. : 
Tam, respectfnlly. vour obedient servant, 
Wa W. McKean, 
Flig- fies, Commanding Gulf Blockading Sowadron, 
Hon. Ginros Wernes, 
Seeretary uf the ¥any, Waehington, D.C. 


Report af Blag-Oiftesr Me hean, U, SL Meey, tapirding orders traced 
te veptain United Stater vessels, 


UL 8. Poacsare Niagars, 

Of Fort Pickens, November #1, IS61L 

Sre: I have the honor to inform you that the steamer Mutteras, 
Commander Examons, arrived at this place on the 17th inatant, and 
the sieamer Mew London, Lientenant Commanding Abner Read, on 
the 18th Instant. On tha 18th faetant T dispatched the Sadlerae to 
Apalachicola to relieve the Vortgemcey, which yessel draws too much 
water to he effective at that point. The ae Fandon I ordered te 
Mississippi Sound. ° 


The Monigemery 1 shall order to Atchafalaya Bay; che draws too 
much water, but itis the hest T can do. 
= = e = = * + 


lain, respectfully, your chedient servant, 
‘ Wa. W. McKay, 
Plug Officer, Commanding Gulf Blockading Squodrm. 
Hoa. Gibrox WeLies, 
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, F.C. 


Report af Lieutenant Read, U. 8. Nawy, commanding t 8. & New 
Lunion, regarding the capture by that vessel af the achooner Olive, 
Autember 21, and steciner Anna, November 83, 1861, 

0, 8.8, New Lonpon, 
Ship island, Vovmnber 86, 1861, 
Sin: While eruising in Mississippi Sound in concert with the 2. P. 

Cuyler on the night of the Qist, about half past 10 o'clock, we discov- 

ered a schooner; lowered busta and eaptured her. She proved to be 

the schooner Cfirv, a rebel trader; cargo, lumber. 
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made a steamer: ran alon : 
The steamer proved to be the steamboat Anee, 2 freight boat, plying 
hetwoen Pascagoula ani New Orleans. Her cargo consisted of tar- 
pentine aud resin. ; 

The vesstls were taken to Ship istuvi and burned over to Com- 
imauder Melanctos Binith, scaior officer pr eserk, ; 

Aecompanying this report you will fel a Het of officers and men 
belonging ta the Vew Londen: alse Hmen from the U.S. 8. Boxsa- 
chuaetés as volunteers, and Acting Master Wiggin, from Fort Mass 
chugetts, who piloted us and readered wood service. 

Tam, respeetiully, your obedient seryuné, 


AL Bean, 
Fdeatenal, Caanmandine 


Hon. Giprox Wert 


Sueretey aF Nawy, Washington, 2. €. 


Report af Commander Smith U. 8. Nowy, vequrding the capiuee af 
the schooner tee, Neuoaher 21, aud stennsx Anus, Nonesher 9%, 
2867. 

is Tis, 
«li NAip [ah Pe, 86h 
Sie» i huve te inform von thet at U:40 a. a on the moraine of the 

M4] instant the steamer View Lewd, piloted by Acting Master George 

Wiggin, captured in Mississippi Sound (hy a concerted arrangement 

with the 4. #2. Cvyler and the aid of a portion of the crew ot the 

diessandusetts) the steamboat dana, of Pascagoula, bound to New 

Orleans with naval stores, and the schooner (ffe:, loaded with Lan- 

her for the same market, 

As the lumber bas reached the fort for which it was originaliy 
designed, | conceive that there will be ne impropriety in uppropriat- 
ing the cargo and wahig the materials fer ihe reconstruction of that 


serene Be 
weer. 


The letters and papers found on board the steamer, with the alfidayit 
of the prixe master, will, with vour approval, he forwarded to the 
Tedae of the United States district court for the southetn district of 
Sew York, and the necessary witnesses have been detained to aceum- 
ods upon theiy thunsbipment, which fast arrangement 
ary fro: the unseaworthy condition of the teu vesuuls 


both vessels ia herewith annexed, so far as aucertained tothisdate, The 
steam bont having drifted ashoreduring the last. gale, could not, owing to 
this ensualty, be completely discharged. Freight landed from steam- 
boat .tnue, 783 barreis resin, 102 bierces spirits turpentine, 943 
pounds copper bolis, 435 pounds lead, iG} pounds composition spikes, 
208 pounds yelluw motel and 272 eane-bottemed chairs. The earge 
of wehooner Gla ig 42,000 fect of lumber, 

The prisoners, 22 in number, hoing citizens of the South, engaged 
in mereantile, agricnitaral, and moeehanical pursedix, were Hherated 


Page 1orl 
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upon their taking an cath not in aeé in hostilicy against the United 
States Government during the peadlag dificalties, and were afforded 
one oondack ta the mainland. The euptain of the schooner Offe. 
declining to take the oath, bas been retained, though neither the 
schooner nor the cargo of his vessel can be sent north, The cath 
niministered to the prisoners, and their names, are herewith enclosed, 
. Very V Peeps ally, HSE laden? ser Vail, 
Menaxcron SMETES 
Conenander, 1) 8. Neary. 


N 


pe eeeey Vin ur j ‘s ae, He ce Lom, God f uf’ eaten. 


Cronkined attack upon Fart MoRee, of Pansacila, Flw., November 
BS and 83, 1867. 


Report of Fiag-Gificer MeKoon, U. . Ravy. 


U.S. Feaesrp Nraaara, 
OF Fort Pi tekens, Newemluy 25, 1861, 

Sir: I have the boner to inform you that ou the 22d instant a com- 
bined atiacgk was made upon the rebels at this placc by Colonel Brown, i 

of Fort Pickens, and the U.S. steamers Wiagurtand Aichsmond, ualer 
my command. 

‘By previans arrangement the ships were to attack Port MeRee and 
the adjoining water batteries. I had therefore lightened this ship ss 
much ax possible by sending down and landing the topgailant Lists, 
together with all the spate spars, hoisting out all the boats, and placing 
the howitzers in them im readiness fer snrviec, and, az she had bat little 
eoal or provisions on bourd, suceeeded in reducing her draft ta 21 feet 
Winches, + 

During the night of the 2ist instant a position had been stlected and 
a Inoy placed in + fathone water, and on the following morning at 
Li oelook, 461 ring of the first gun from the 


Pg 


RPO), th di Thy fol Ho wad by the # FRITS fey and heth shi + 
mare to a ith eprings o on thelr cubdes, the 3 in 4 fathoma 


and the Bichmond in 2) feet water, Fort Melee 
Viagerd about north, distant 2 miles. 
We immediately open ave, bul tinding the shelis from the Vier agent 
Ushert, boats we oul to sound, aad sa buoy plieed in 23 feet 
eY, near to the edge of the shoal, distant from Fort MeReo about 
1 miles. 
At ten minutes after 12 o'clock we weighed, stood in to the buoy, 

anchored, and sprung the starboard broadside to bear. Onr tire was 
then resumed with marked effect. many of our shells falling directly 
info tne sand bedtory aixl fort, and several apparently passing through 
the wall. 

At3:15 p.m. the sand battery was silenced for the day by the cross 
fire From: the ships and fort. 

The barber guns of MeRee were stienced almost immediately after 
opening tim, and the five from the casemute guns wae gradually slack- 
ened tillat 5p. nu if wag silenced antirely. 

That the i injury to MeRee must be very considerable in proved by 
the fact that net a gun was fired from thet fort during the second 
day's hombardment. 


“arin from the 


nel 
Pe 
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widing the esuipe af the 


U8. 8. Massacues 
At Ahiy land, Musanher 86, (864 
Sre: The three-masted steamer referred to in your letter of the 
instant was the Afirwimon, which did not, as stated in the enclosed 
newspaper paragraph, evade the Vigilane of the blockading squadron 
wing the blow of the 22d of August, but was lightened and taker 
throngh frrant’: Pause as the Hhergted prisoners, ditivens of Pesce 
goula, informed me, and ¢ they Bod the beak apportunitr of knowing, as 
the vessel was at anehor for a time off that place. 
Ae the morning of the 1sth instant] steamed up to the east end 
Ship Leiand, inside, and discovered t his long, Ghack, three-masied 
gheamer, 9g adn ae 


2253 Pes Fi ipwe +§ ‘BRE ward, ab sncher aff Povaroula, uF direetly 
he the entranes of Horn Island Passage, 
seen Se from her a ee she intended to ron the ean 


Ree 2 tar Ti Les song ntation t and toe! aH ae <i, cee the | Lend, 
keeping the passawe in view. 

On the 19th she was how here to be seen, and T have since learned 
through the released prisoners that she was loaded with naval stores 


and left for Tlavana on the above date bv the castern or Petit Bois 


! ao Informed that the steamor carried no gun, as her draft of 
water Was found to be too great fo navigate the sound vith ap arma- 
ment. It will afford me mich satisfaction to turn her over to you for 
a tender in about ten days, at which time I am anticipating her retarn 
from Havana with arms 
Vary ve swpeatially, ¥S 


BE servant, 
Me.ancron Sarva, 
Commander, U.S, Nawy 

Plag-Oficer Wa. W. McKrax, U.S. Navy, 

Conemngnefing OS. Blockedény Squadron, Gulf of Sevier. 


tEockanurs,—Kewspaper cHpping.} 


Wet Bed: 
On Mo. z : 
much gH they could attend a eer taeey of themaelve 
and fave tne the lip. 
the ig now quietly anchored at the lake end of the Pant 
thoagh fivi e rite Hag at her peak, we ean ret 


the following from the New Orleans Creseent of the 


ie ay bea 
jpadrot 


es, the Afiveraaie i raped 


effect ag oes Utaet 
ar of the: Masawedmartis 


ees thet late arly 


sia ids of Licntenant Read, ©. 4. Nony, counaanding (. S. 8. 
Peete the capture pe the semer Henry Lewis and 
OLE, 


Sim: Wh hile x ink Tap : 


order of Command ing Mio Snmuth) we an in with und “eaTit 


fee 
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at 7 oelock ao om. te O8th, the sdeambont fords, a trader between 
Mobile and New Orleans. Her cargo consisted of ust rand molasses, 

At Lp. m. fell in with and took the schooner 4. 7 Ter, loaded 
with turpentine and tar, From the acknowledgment of the captain, 
the Fe vw iifended to run the ideckeade and proceed to Havana fer a 
BFUEPE eet, 

Both the above cargoes are valuable, On this oecusion Acting Mas- 
ter George Wiggin rendered most. efficient service as pilot. 

asi i transmit a prize list of officers and men. 

Lam, very mupectiuily, your ebedient servant, 
A. Reap, 


a 


Liotentnt, Cheunan diseg. 


2 


Repertaf Conmmender Soiith, ayers 
chusctts, regarding the cepts hy he fea KB 
schooner A. J. View and steamer tal Lewis, 


U.5. 8. Massacnverrts, 
At Ship land, November 29, 1861. 


Sin: 1 buve to infort you of two other captures made in Mississippi 
Sound by the eu ZLoaden, under pr ecisely the sume elreumstinces as 
those alroudy renorted in my letter of the 86th instant, 

The schooner 4. /. Mew, from Biloxi, bound to Belize, Hosduras, 
with a cargo of 301 burrela spirits turpentine and 100 kogs tar, Was 
seized off Pascagoula while awaiting a faverable opportanity to pase 
out to sen by the Horn Isiind Pass; und the high-pressure steamboat 
Flory Lewis, about 255 tong burden, was _ oft the same port on 
her passage to Mobile from Now Orleeas, Inder with OY hogsheads 
sugar and 1,270 barrels molasses n of which wag thrown over- 
board in ber attempt to escape. The schooner was provided with a 
chronometer and al the essential nautical instraments and charts for a 
sea voyage, but t the masicr states that he would not trust himself in 
her to make a passage to the North. 

I am engaged in landing the cargos of the two versely on Ship 
Island, and” hope there may be soon.a returning stores 

Beenie these stores for ballast, aa they will suffer Ero exposure i niles 
protected with something better tian old sails, 

The sage WHE sand pepera have been retained, aud the 
balunce of the crews, with one mincengrar, have been Hbevated upon 
their subscribing to the oath which is herewith enclosed. 

‘The sehooner can be usefu} i in these waters haloes a ante armament. 
but 1 would be es md { : 
steamboats, which require 
be supplied from the 1 af the dloelend “ety 

Your instructions re eth tie fort have heow most senate 
relingui ed, in consequence of other pressing duties and for the want 
af nods an spikes which were not obtained from the Guard, a9 it wns 
supposed thet her absence was temporary, and J would respectiuliy 
sthmit whether it would be good policy to use the luasber on hand for 
platforms when it iy of pease dimensions for the rociing of cae. 
motos, aod when there ts brick sufficient on the pretuines ta y complete 
the werk. 


criuge for th ody 
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af capturing my small eruiser. f hope they will try it, and give ui 
men a chauce, for as yet we have only hee able to see them when 
lying in rivers out of reach of guns, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. Apaus, Jr, 
Licutenant- Commander f) S. Nay, 
Claninunding O. &, Sip Placeines, 
Reay-Adimiral D. Gi. Farnaocur, U. 8. Navy 


' 
Conemending Westar: Gul? Blockading Sqwadken. 


Report of Lientenant-Conananter Adame, U.S. Nawy, requesting ta he 
aetited af the granting af puss tea trading vessels, 


U.S. Save Vircennaa, 

Ship Selend, Fula 08, 1863. 
sir: FE have the henor to report that the schooners Medora and 
Vacon have passed here, bound into Pascagoula for cotton or produce. 
Hoth vessels had passes signed by the military authorities and your- 
self, Though I had uo intimation of any such vessela having & per- 
mit to come inte the sound, I allowed them fo pass for the reason that 
{ recognised your signature. May Task yon te give mo notice when 
you grant any such passes, [ ask because [ think such a pass might 
ie forged withont difficulty, - - 

fery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. A. Apams, Je., 
Lientenint Commander, 8. Navy, Commanding IF. &. 
Navel Forces, Ship Island aud Mississippd Stoned. 


Rear-Admiral D. G, Farrasur, U. 3. Navy, 
Commanding Wetern Gulf Blockailing Sguadpwi. 


Order af Rear- Admiral Farragut, U' 8. Naw, ia Iieutenant Wate, 
iS. Navy, to report for duty ax flag-licutenant, 


Fiae-Stramer TENWESSER, 
Neu Orleans, duly 22, 1863. 
_Sre: You are hereby detached from duty on board the U.S. steam 
sloop Hartford, and you will report to me for duty on my stall as 
flap-lentenant. 
Very respectfully, 
D, G, Farracer, 
Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant Joun C. Watsox, __ , ' 
Ef. 8. Steam Sloop Hartford. 


Henort of Tieutenant- Commander Mudigan, 0. 8. Navy, regarding the 
capture and destruction of the schooner Revenge, of Nee Orleans. 
‘U.S. Sreau Guxsoar Owasco, 
Sabine Pass, July 22, 1868, 
Ste: Ihave the honor te report that yesterday I sent in to Calea- 
sien two boats from this vessel and two from the Cayuga to recon- 
noiter in regard to what appears to be smail vessels at anchor up near 
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T shall soon turn over the river to Porter and then make a short trip 
North; perhaps return and wind up the concera, unless the good people 
ab home have some one tise tow hom they want to pive a chance, and 
iGul knews L woukl not duprive him of it, 

v ue You every succes and a healthy scason, | renin, very 
truly, your friend, 

DD. G. Fagkager, 
ear-Admeavrae, 

Commodore H. 1h. Gas. 

Comaundeng Naval Otcer ay * Feaaecre Chaial, 


thier bd Ries Hatt divvagat, 1 8S. Nae, te Acting Master 
BOS. cwapactnding EF NS. Antinnt, fa proceed to 
hive ie rbd YOR ee wee cadet. 


Prag-Ereamen Tenn &sske, 
Merwe Grlewus, duly L3, L803. 
Sus You will, se soon as the U.S. S. dedcue is ready for sea, pro- 
veod down the canst of Te cas aud report te Commodore HH, 
commanding the United States mival forces on that. wont. ¥ 
inforin (Co mimadare Bell thet vutare intended to ¢ i 
foo the purpose of picking up yeasels intending ta ran he hi 
You will, as rarely aa possible, hoist any hut EBaglish colors, Gale 
when it is necewsary ‘te fire « shot or nmke yourself known to nen-of. 
war yesenls, You will capture all vessels of suspicious character com- 
linge on OF riage Hf the coast of Texas and wernsl them into this port 
for adindication, You will be very purticular in your oxaminitions 
at ve vessels, as 0 ell for their henelit as for that of the United States, 
You have the list of vessely bound out to Matamoras and the coast; 
leuk to them ai), and to Brazos Santiago in particular. 
Very respectfully, 


DL G. Fasra. 
Heap Adm iveal, 
Acting Muster Crartes T. Cpase, ; 
Couananding (7, 8.8. Antuia, 


fustrietiona frou Liententut-Concnander Adnms, O 8. Navy, to 
wleting Muster fiemilton, U.S. Mery, ¢ yarding tn etpedition for 
the oupture uf fee urneett buite af the enany at Piecagoula, 


U.S. Sar Viscennns, 
Nhéy dstand, July 13, i863, 

Six: You will take charge of the «chooser Anode with a crew of 
d2men. You will disgtixe the schooner in the best way you can to 
make her resembie one of the Pensacola traders ag much as Possible. 
Take barrels aud GH thei with sundand grass and Place them around 
the vessel to hide your mon and te protect therm fram rida shots, Let 
three or four of the crew dress as the crews of the traders dre z, 
Take a small skiff with you. Each man will be armed with a rifle, : 
cutlass, and a pistol, with 40 rounds of ball cartridge. ‘Take provision 
lor ab least two days. Having made ail your preparations, you will 
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get underway after dark this evening and run up the [Mississippi] 
Sound to Round Island and run the schooner ashore on the spit. Ab 
daylight the men dinguised Will be set to work to get the sehooner off, 
the others Lying hid en deck. Ji is heped Uhat iis will decoy the 
people in the twe armed hoats of the enemy at Pascagoula. Hf they 
women out, let the skiff pull for Horn Island ax if trying to eseape, and 
the man dressed as onc of the crew that is left urast wave and endl fo 
the men in the skiff as though he were in great distress, 

When the enemy gets within 100 yards et your crew rise carefully 
(so as not. io be seen by the enemy), take deliberate aim, and lire upon 
ihe encing. Reload Uf they step, prepare to receive them with pistols, 
bavencty, and cutlasses if they keep on. Have your howltser loaded 
with canister and goo men at it. Should the enemy not attack von, 
you will remain in the vicinity of Hound Island until evening aad then 
return to this anchorage. If they do attack you and you are siccess- 
ful, return to this ship as soon ax the fight is over. You must not go 
within lone cannen raage of the aerth shore. The C/iftex will be 
down near vou in the afternoon, 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
H. A. Apams, Jr., 


Lientendnt-Conainder, Concnanding ©. &. Ship Vincennes. 


Acting Master J. R. Hasavrox, 


i & Ship Vitew a nee. 


U. 5. Sap VIncennks, 
Ship dedeened, fuly £3, 2868. 
ase detail 12 mon of your ere 


= Fee nse) an bee. 
Sr: You will pl 


aml pistols or revolvers. They will require provisions for two days, 
Send them alongside of this sbip at 4:30 p.m. this evening, They 
will yo up th & in the schooner Zaunr, gon boat will be required, 
Very respectfully. your obedient servant, 
H. A. Apama, Ir, 
Lientenand- Commander and Sentor Ciltver. 


Acting Master N. DOviry, 
Commanding ©. S.A. eckson. 


Fepeert of Leeuteunnt-Comuaonder dohrson, ©. 8, Nery, commanding 


CAS Katahdin, regarding the cu pture of the whuomer Porcedlsior, 


U.S. Guenoat Karanpe, 
tHE frobveston, Tex, Suty 13, 1863. 
Sur: Lhace the honor to report that, whike cruising off San Luis 
Pass. J] thin dav boarded sat tock possession of a seheoner with an 
English flag ying at her peak. She md no ame visible nor could 
we discaver any papers. With the exception uf 2 tudes of cotton, she 
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lf the supply steamer ahall arrive during my absence, send her down 
the coast to meet me gither off Araness or Brazos Santiago, and, not 
findin: me, io return Lo this anchorage. * 
ery reapectfally, 
HL. HL Beir 
Commodore. 
Commander J. KR. M. Mou.any, 
Cimamanding U. 8. 8. Bienville, off Gatneston, Tex. 


Report ay Fleet Surgeon Polis, 7 S Ne ayy, aivising 3 strict abocory- 
ance af quarantine for vessels from Key Weat. 


New Oeveana, May 25, 1863. 

Str: By proclamation of the military governor of Louisiana, dated 
April 4, 1568, a rigid quarantine is established for all yessela coming 
fi sit infected ports in the West ladies and the Guif of Mexico. 

Key West is ous of the ports desiguated. T would urgently recom- 
mend that all transports and ships of war destined for this squadron 
be ordered not to touch at Key Weat, as vessels xo doing will be eub. 
ject to a protracted quarantine. 

The transport ath hotke fiend contracted yellow fever at Key Weat in 
August lust, where she stopped but ashort time, from which she lost 4 
of ber officers and crew. Mr. Gamble, third agsistant engineer, ane 
of her passengers for this fleet, who was left on board the Hartford i in 
apparent good health, died of yellow fever at Pensacola three days 
after bis arrival. 

The safety of this squadron and the large army in this division 
requires a strict chearvance of quarantine of all vessels from Ee oy 
Weat, and it ia to be hoped that “al transports and Grovernmant vessels 
bound to New Orleans and the Gulf [of Mexico] will be ordered not to 
touch at Key West, 

iam, very respectiuily, your obedient servant, 
J. M. Fours, 
Filet Surgeon, 

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farraaur, 

Canmanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron 


Ovder of Rear-Admival Farragut, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Golds- 
borough, U.S. Navy, regarding the request te send to Pracagoula 
conveyance for rafugees. 


Fiacserr Wrarersn Gor Sovapros, 
Put Hudson, May 25, (1865). 

Captain: You did right in refusing to accede to Admiral Buchanan's 
request to send stexmers to Pascagoula | to convey refugees (or regis- 
tered enemies} to Mobile. Itis buts short time since s request Wes 
made te send “& afeamer with refuges fram Mahils in var Cirle; 
which I refnsed, and you will not, spon any pretext whatever, allow 
& Steamer to pass out of Mobile beyond your fleet. 

ifthe United States commanding general thinks prone Le siete a 
steamer ar other veauel with refugees to you off Mobile, you will 
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inform Admiral Buchanas that if be sends a steamer down to vou they 
will be transferred by the officer in charge of the flag-of-truce boat 
from Mobile. _ 

But ao boat will be permitted out of Mobile. 

ery respectfully, 
D. G. Farracur, 
Bear Admiral. 
Captain Joun BR. Goipsroroven, 
Senior Officer off Mobile. 


Report of Cunmodore Bell, U.S. Nevy, regarding the capture of the 
sloop Blazer. 
U. 8. Sream Soop Brooxiys, 
Lat, 26° 88" N., Long. G6° 12 W., May 27, 1868. 

Sin: A sloop ealled the Blazer, of 16 or 17 tons burden, and leaded 
with 3) bales eottan, more or lass, was captured by the D. 5. steam sloop 
Brovkiyn, woder my command, at § o'clock a. m., May 37, at sea, in 
Intitude 28° 88” N., longitude $6° 14° W. She is not marked with eny 
name. The sloop when first discoversd was etaniing to the southward, 
apparently bound for the Rio Grande, Frank Luis, one of the crew. 
says she is from Galveston, having come out at Velaseo on the 24th 
May. She had four men on board, Christopher &. Delaney cailiag 
himself master. The nanies of the other bree are Frank Luis, a Por- 
tuguese: Henry Rabb and John Lang. Allthe papers found on hoard 
are sesled wp and will be delivered to you by the officer in charge, who 
is ordered to take her to the port of Key West for adjudication. 

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 


EL. HH. Bens, 
Commuxdore, Commanding C. &. Steaia Soap Bracklyn. 


dunes or U, 5. orraicr count ar Kuy Weer, Pua. 


P. S.—There wera no other vessels insight at the time of the capture. 
HH. Bes, 
Covamadere. 


Order of Commodare Bel, ES. Navy, ts Acting Master's Mate 
Beardsley, U. 8. Navy, regarding the disposition of the aloop 
Blaser. 

U.S. Brean Siar Brooxirn, 
Lat, 2&- 2 ML, Long. 86° 19 W, May 87, 1888. 
Sun: Progead off Galveston Har in the sloop Blaavy and report your 
arrival tothe commanding offiver of thr blockade, there to await further 
orders from me, unless an opportunity shall present itself for shipping 
the eotton thence to Key West or some Northern port. In that case 
you wHil accompany the colion intrusied to your charge, taking along 
with you the captain and [Frank] Luis. 
Very respectfully, 
H. A. Beu., 
Commatlore. 
Acting Muster's Mate Ronent Beanpsnny, _ 
° 0. ALS. Brooklyn. 
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Lose of a boat's crew from the U'. 8. schooner Maria A, Wood, Novem- 
; der 21, 1869. 


Heport of Captain Jenking, U. 8. Mavy, senier officer of Mobile. 


3.8. Sream Stoor Ongrpa, 
OF Motile Entrance, November 28, 1862. 

Ste: Lieutenant-Commander H. C. Blake, commanding U. 5. 5. 
Hatlerea, stationed inside of Mississippi Sound, reports that Acting 
Master Anthony Chase, iate in command of the U5. schooner Maria 
Wood, at Harn Island Pass, left. his vessel om the morning of the 
2st instant at 0 o'clock in a boat partially armed, with an acting 
master's mate and four men, and stoad in the direction of Pascagouia, 
a distance of about 9 miles, and that no tidings have been received of 
the boat since she was seen near the long what! in front of the large 
hotel at Pascagoula. 

There seems te he something very suspicious in this business. — 

Acting Master Samuel C. Cruse, of the Hatteras, has been placed in 
command of the Mera Weed, to await your further orders. 

A more detailed report, accenpanied by cepies of all papers relating 
fe the case, has been isansmitted by me to Commodore H. H. Beil. 
UL. 8. Navy, the sonier officer present at Pensacola Bay. 

Tamm, very respectfully, 


tae 


THorRNTON A. JExxins, 
Captain and Senior Gficer. 
Rear-Admiral D, G. Farragut, U.S. Navy, 
Conmending Western Gulf Squadron, New Drieona, 


Order of Daptain Jenkins, 0.9, Navy, tw Lisutenuwt-Commander Blake, U. 8. Navy, in 
ease of the return of the commanding officer of the 0. 8. schooner Maria A. Woad. 


U.S. Sram Stoop Onema, 
OF Motile Enivance, November 22, 1863. 

Sm: Your communication of this date by the ganboat Kennebec, 
reporting that Acting Master Chase, commanding the U.S. schooner 
Maria Weed, hai gone in one of the buxia of that vessel with four 
men “slightly armed,” to examine a vessel near Paschyaula, and that 
if is feared he has been captured, is received. 

Fam not aware of any instructions from the sdimiral commanding 
the Western Gulf Squadron, or from any of my predecessors off this 
place (and he certamiy had none from me}, which could justify the 
master of the Maric Wood in leaving the vessel under his conimand 
at Horn Island Pass, to vo 4 distance of ahout 9 miles in a suiall boat 
not folly armed, in search of rebel vessels. 

In cnse Acting Master Chase should return to the Maria Wood, you 
will please direct him te report m writing through you the facts aud 
reasons which led him to take so hazardas a stap without a reasen- 
able probability of succeeding. 

He will alse repert hy what authority he left the vemel under his 
eormmand in charge of a janior, to go ob an unauthorized expedition 
into the enemy's country. 


If i am correctly advised, ihe commeander of the Hana Wood was 


* 


directed to anchor at or near Horn Island Pass, inside of Mississipni 
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Sound, and to guard that pass against the egress and ingresa of all 
robel vessels. 

You will leave Acting Master Samuel C. Crise in command of the 
Maria Wood until further orders from me, or from superior authority. 

Should Acting Master Chase return to the vessel lately wider bis 
command, you will iform him thai he is suspended from duty and 
will await the further ordera ef the rear-admirel commanding this 
aguadron. ‘ 

Very respectfally, ; 

; THORNTON A. JENKINS, 

Captain and Senior Offteer. 


Lieutenant-Commander If. C. Braxn, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Hatteras, aff Grant's Pass. 


Report of Commodore Ball, U. 8. Navy, regarding the capsare. 


U. 8, Steam Stoop Broox.yn, 
Off Mobiic Bar, November 39, 1862. 

Sie: To reecived o report yesterday from Lieatenant-Commander 
Adams, informing me of the eapture of one N. B. Folwell and a Con- 
federate soldier on the.22d instant, who stated that Acting Master 
Authony Chase and others from the U. 8. schooner Meria A. Weod 
were captured ly the rebels on the dist, and sent to Mobile to he 
tried for spies. ae 
I presume you were duly informed of this report by Lieutenant- 
Coramander Adams, as you mentioned in your note of the 24th to me 
that that officer had captured N. B. Polwell again. 

T can't believe that any such outrage can be contemplated by the 
authorities at Mobile. Tf anything can be done in the case, please let 
me know. - 

Folwell himself I believe to be truly a spy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IL H. Bet, 
Commodore, Commanding Blockade of Mobile. 


Hear-Admiral D. G. Farsacur, _ 
Comdg. Western Gd] Blockading Squadron, New Grieans, La. 


ong 


Raport of Rear-Admirel Farragut, 7. § Wavy. 


ur 


No. 267.) Fiacsnir Hartrorp, 
New Orleans, December 4, 1862. 

Sm: I have ia report to the Department that Acting Master 
Anthony Chase, lete commanding schooner Maria A. Woed, left his 
vessel on the morning of the 21st ultimo, at 9 o'clock. with an acting 
master's mate and four men in a boat that was but partially armed, 
and stood in the direction of Pascagoula, which was distant about 
miles. No tilings have heen received of the party. They were lasi 
séen in front of the hatel at Passagoule. : 
Lieutenant-Commander Madigan reports to me that Acting Master 
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Chase was dressed in citizen’s clothes, and also that he hed al! his 
money with him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DD. G. Farnacer, 
Rear-Adneiral. 
Hon. Gronon Wetums, 
Seerstary of the Navy, Washingion. 


Report of Hear-Admiral Ferragnt, U. 3. Navy, transmitting » number of reports giving 
information regarding the affair. 
No. 67.] Pisacsaie Harrrorp, 
New Orleans, March 2, 1863. 
Sim: I have the honor herewith to enclose a number of reports 
relative to the absenee of Acting Master [Anthony] Chase from the 
schooner 3f..4A. Weed. 1 have retained these reports in order to hur- 
nish all the information possible relative to this affair. 
Very respectfully, your obedient gerrant, 
D. G. Parraccvr, 
Rear- Admiral. 
Hon. Grogon WELLES, | 
Seerctary oj the Navy. 


{Haecloenres} 


Novenper 22, 1882. 
Descriptive lst of men who left the schooner Maria A. Wood, with 
the captain, on the 2ist of November, 1262, at 9 o'clock a. m., and 
stood toward Basi Pascagoula, and were last seen abreast of the public 
house off the town at 12 o'clock meridian: 


| . ] 

Mame. j Rank, | Bendence., 
Captain Anthony Chast... .- | Acting Master 7 ait By saaia, cape Cod. 
Cloment 3, Haga... ecec ue...) Acting Tiaster'’s make ao, Conder, 8.3, 
Adolphus H amborrg ..| Quariesmastes | 
dseoh Ricktin Lnsteiomas -. Piiedipiie, 
Robezt Kelley Bandana. . Rew York City. 
Chartes Bigsby Farnebamase 


Sow York Stata. 


The captein earried one of Allen’s six-shooters and two musketa, 

with cartridges, The quartermaster had two of Colt’s six-shocters. 

Francs C. Way, 
Acting Master's Mate, and Execute Officer 

o} the U. 8. Schooner Maria A. Wood. 
P. S.—Sim: I will aiso sey that Captain Chase gave me to under- 
stand thet he would net be away mere than an hour or two, aud I 
know that such was his intention, as he took no provisions with him, 
and went very poorly armed, and I am very sure he had no intention 

of landing, for supposed reasons of my own. 
Respectiully, your obedient servant, 
F.C. War. 
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U.S. & Harrezas, 
Afigsissipp Sound, November 82, 1862. 

Sim: Acting Master Chase, commanding U. 8. schooner Maria A. 
Woed, stationed off Hor Island Pass, ieit his veauel yesterday morn- , 
ing at & o'clock te examine a schooner near Pascagoula. When last 
seen he was near that place. Tip to 6 o'clock this moming he had not 
returned, and as he had but four men slightly armed it is feared that 
he has been captured, as a small vessel wes seen near him. ; 

i have sent from (his vessel Acting Master Samuel C. Cruse, to take 
charge of the schooner until the return of her commander, or reliev 
hy soampetent anthority. Iam in hopes br to-morrow te be better 
informed of the facts regarding his absenne- ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H.C. Buaxs, 
Lievienoni-Commander, U. 3. Nawy. 
Captain Taoxnron A. dzNKINS, ak 
Commanding Squadron off Mote, 
UT, 8.8. Harrenas, 
Mieziosiom Sound, November 22, 11S82\—€ wp. wm. 

Sm: T regret to inforia you that there is ne longer a daubt but that 
Acting Master Anthony Chase, of the U.S.schooner Maria [A] Woed, 
together with Clement J. Haas, acting master’s mate, Adelphus Ham- 
burg, quartermaster, Jacob Kickline, Robert Kelley, and Charles 
Bigsby, landames, ate in the hands of the enemy. — 

T raceived the information this morning at & osleck from Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Adams, of the U0, 8. 5. Jarkeon, and after dis- 
patching my communication to you I made « therough examination 
of the mainiand from Grant's Pass to Round Island without gaining 
aay information of the missing boat. i then went io the Herie (4.j 
Woed and there received the following information from Acting Mas- 
ter's Mate Francia C. Way, viz: 

That Acting Master Anthony Chase, with the foregoing-named 
officer and men of the Meria [4.} Wood, left the schooner at 9 a. m. 
on the Zist inatant, in one of her beats, and siter making a short tack 
toward Horn Island, went about and stood direetly for the city of 
Pascagoula, When last seen was near the long wharf in front of the 
large hotel. 

Owing to the somewhat suspicious cireumstancea attending the 
diepariure of the boat, I have directed Acting Master Samuel C. Cruse 
te reisin the command af the schooner unGil relievad by me, or by 
some other superior officer, in order to guard against treachery. 

I herewith enclose a communieation from Acting Master's Mate 
tetiad CG. Way, executive officer of the U.S. schooner Maria A. 

W ood. 
Very reapectlully, your obedient servant, 
H.C. Braxn 
Fientenant-Commander, 17. &. Navy. 
Captain THomwron A. Juwxrns, 
Commanding Blockading Squadron off Mobile. 
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U. 5. Srmaw Stoor Broox.yy, 
Pensacola Bay, December 21, 1362. 

Sin: I englose a letter herewith from Acting Master 5. C. Cruse, 
commanding the schooner Maria A. Wood, informing you of his hav- 
ing found the body of Charles Bigsby, one of the boat's crew who ieft 
the Maria A. Wood in.company with Acting Master Chaso on the 2tst 
November last. Also two letters fram Captain Thornton A. Jen- 
SK f, reporting a collision of the U8. storeship 

Supply, Commander George Coesgreees with the U.S. steam sloop 


Oneida, and Captain Jenkins’ demand for a court of enquiry. 


by the Gneida trom her collision with the Supply, T infer that he is 
abl 


immediately, oither by the Hatteras or the Jackson. 
The escape of the Qrefe ta sea would prove as disastrous ag the 


H. H. Bens, 
Commadore and Seniar Cffleer. 
Rear-Admiral D. G. Pasnacve, 
Comdg. West Gul] Blockading Squadron, 
fe & . 8. Bartjerd, New Orieans. 


U.S. 8 Joun P. Jackson, 
Mississippi Sound, December 31, 1862 

Sta: In obedienee to an order from Lieutenant-Commander Blake 
af the Hatteras, | sent on shore yesterday and buried two bodies found 
on the north shore of Petit Bois island. I sent the medical officer of 
ihia ship with the burial party to make such examination as he could 
for the identification of the bedies. The bodies were buried at the 
axirame end of vegetation on the east end of the Petit Bois Island, 
both in one grave, marked “U.S.N.,” on a board at head of the 

rave. 

> Prot the articles found on the bodies T had reason to suppose that 
ene wee the body of Acting Master Anthony Chase, formerly of the 
UT. 8.5. Maria A, Wood, and who disappeared about the 25th ultime 
with a bogt’s crew. The other body I supposed was one of said boat's 
crew, This morning I took the articies found down to the Hana A. 
Wood, where the sieward identified the knife, key, sbirl, drawers, and 
sey 


yenders of Acting Master Chase. The other articles were identified 
as belonging to Jacob Kickline, landaman, one of the boat's crew who 
went with Chase when he was lost. 

This is the third body found, and everything indicates that there 
was a terrible struggle on the part of the boat's crew. 

Very secpocttully, your obedient servant, 
H. A, Anams, Jfr., 
Lieutenanti-Commander, U. 3. Navy. 

Captain R. B. Hrrencock, 

ff. 8. 8. Susquehanna. 
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Latter from Brigadier-Goneral Meredith, U.8. Army, to Confederate agent for akchange 
of prisoners, 


Ovrice Comsassiower ror Excranan, 
Fortress Manree, Va., August 7, 1868. 

Sig: On the 2lat of November last a boat containing Acting Mas- 
ter Anthony Chase, commanding U.S. schooner dfaria A. F ood, 
Acting Mastor’s Mate Clement J. is. and four seamen of that ves- 
sel, then on duty in Mississinpi Sound, stood toward Kast Pascagoula, 
and when last seen were abreast of that town. None of the party 
ever returned to the ship and the supposition is that they ware cap- 
tured. Some time sulsequentiy search was made and three dead 
bodies were found on the north side of Petit Bois, and, from their 
clothing, were recognized an those of Acting Master Chase, Jucab 
Kickline, and Charles Bigsby. The manner in which they came to 
their death is unknown. ‘The fate of Acting Master's Mate Haas and 
the other two seamen, Adoiphus Hamburg and Robert Kelley, is ako 
anknewn, Reports have been auisrent (hae they were captured and 
taken to Mobile as spies. WH! you let me know the fate of these men 
as early aa possible 

fespeetfully, your obedient servant, 
S. A. MEREDITH, 
Briguiier-General ang Comavasioner for Exchange. 
Hon. Ropert Ovrp, 
Commissioner jor Exchange, Richmond, Va. 


fRudossoments.} 
Atetar 20, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Maury for information. 
Ko. Ounp, 
Agent jor Exchange. 


HeapqusrTers Derarrwent or THE GuLr, 
Mobile, Ala., September 1, 1868. 
Respectfully referred to Major J. C. Denis, provost-marshal, who 
will Make an investigation and report. 
By command of General Maury: 
Geo. G. Garver, 
Chief of Staff. 


Maurrany Post or Monms, Provosr Mazsnar’a Orrice, 
September 18, 1863. 
Respectfully returned to Colonel George G. Garner, chief of statf, 
with the report that after s careful inspection of the records of this 
office no entry ean be found relative to the men within named, and 
after enquiry being made at Pascagoula nothing is known by the citi- 
zens of the place, except by report from the enemy, which would go to 
show that Shere was a meeting among those men in which some were 
killed and the others have not been heard of since. J enclose report of 
Captain R. Spinter on the subject. 
2.0. Denis, 
Major and Provest-Marshal, 
Mw R-yor H}—2DS 


-Page lofi; 
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Heapovartrers DEFARTMENT OF THE GUL 
Mobile, September 18, "868. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of ‘Mr, Ould, commis- 


sioner of exchange. 
BNEY H. Maury, 


Da 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Ocropes 9, 1863. 
Respectfully returned to Brigadier-General Meredith, ‘acon of 


exchan: 
7 Ko, Ooi, 


Agent of Exchange. 


Fort Morro, Va., Gefober 18, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to Hon. G. Y. Fox, Assistant Secretary of 


the Navy. 
— S. A. Merepirn, 
Brigadie General and Commissioner jor EBuchaange. 


Report of Gaptain Spinter, €. 8. Army. 
East Pascacovia, September 14, 1868. 
Mazon: I ean find out from the citizens here nothing about the 
Federal officer and men found on Petit Bois Island in November last, 
rang what they say came from the enemy themselves, who reported 
hat nee ee hi the people of Pascagoula had killed these parties. 
Youn ng Mr bg oe @ ptivete in ee or Marshall's company, ans 
that hefore he left New C Orleans, hie uncle, Admiral Farragut, said to 
him that they bombarded this place because they thought these men 
were killed by the citizens of Pascagoula, but afterwards found out 
that the men, ‘(Feds.) had mutinied and killed their officer and others, 
and ihe remainder, or mu Gace; had tever since been heard of. 
Yours, respectfully 
Fe KR. Seren, 
aptein, Commanding Post, 
Major 3. C. Denis, aul is 
Provost-Marshel, Mobile, Ais. 


Reports af a Jenkine, 1. 8. Newy, errene an tnorease of force 
jor the capture or destruction of the C. 8. S. Florida. 


U.S. Sreau Stoop OnE, 
OF Mobile Entrance, November 22, 1968. 

Sire: Commander Charles Hunter (commanding U.S, S. Afonigom- 

ery) returned to this anchorage yesterday forenoon, and reported that 
he had captured « rebel sloop with 61 bales of cotton on board, which 
had run the blockade through the Swesh Channel the night previously, 
and that having towed the prize over the Pensacola iP he had te. 
turned to this place to give such information as he had obtained from 
the persons captured. 
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Captain Thornton came in again this afternoon and reported that he 
picked up a small beat with six deserters from Fort Morgen about 30 
inlies from jand. 

ik appears that these deserters were on picket duty ou the beach to 
the eastward of the fort and had made previous attempts to desert. 
From the information obtained from the persons captured in the prise 
sloop and contributed by the deserters it would seem that a desperate 
elfort is to be made io get the Orde out and safely te sea. It is re- 
ported that she is laden with colton (1,500 or LAH) bales); that her 
crew ig 120 men: thet John K. Mitchell is in command, and that it is 
the intention of the rebels te protect her through the blockading ves- 
sels by three steamers and a ram, and that the attempt will be made at 
night. tow far this information is to be relied on is a matter not 
easily decided, but every circumstance would seem to indicate such a 
purpese ug that reported by the prisoners and deserters from ineide. 

It would be neerllass for me to sey a word to you as to the great 
wnportance te the country of keeping this vessel in port, unless she can 
certainly be captured or sunk. With her reported speed and arma~ 
tent she must, on any dark night, have a great advantage over the 
vessels blockading hera. Ter eb} cred being clearly io e8cape Gur ves- 
sels here, this latest iden (of attacking or anmsine ua with the three 
steamers and ram) seems to me worthy of being well weighed, and the 
amplest. resources at our command should be employed to avert so dire 
a calamity to the whole country as would be brought upen it by the 
escape of a iso well fitted to eripple our cotunerces to the amount 
of many millions of dollars a2 the Grete is enid to be. 


ter s 


have mwre ve 
With « veesel insides the bar at night aud two others just outside, 
with the Oneida and Cayler for the Montgomery in the place of either 


of them when coaling) ready to pursue and attack the vessel seem- 


<a 
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ingly most anxious to get out, I think I should be hazarding little in 
expressing the opinion that eseape would be nexé to impossible. : 

ing the late easterly weather, | am sure, for many hours of each 
nighi, no ene could have seen any vesael at a greater distance than 150 
or 200 yards, much less from 1 fe 2 miles, the distance now recuired 
to seq the Orets, should ahe aot be very unlucky in shaping her course 
out. . 

I would not willingly be considered an alermiat, nor have I the least 
idea that the combined rebel fieet inside could do us one tithe the 
amount of damage we coukl inflict in reburn; bul it would be poor 
sonselatien to know thet while we had driven the bay steamers and 
ram hack, or even captured them all, the Orefo had escaped and was 
free to prey upon our extended commerce in the piratical manner of 
the rebels. 

iam quite sure you will concur with me in my opinion as 4c the 
magnitude of the stake hers at this time, and trust it may be in your 
power to send a sufficient force to cooperate with that now here to 
insure beyond possibility of mistake the eapture or entire destruc- 
tion of the Orets in case she comes out. 

Tam, very reapectfully, 
Tacerron A. Jewkrna, 
Contain and Senior Officer. 

Commodore H. H. Bert, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding a Pengacola, Fla. 


es 


D.S. Steam Sioor Onurpa, 
GF Mobile Fatrance, November £2, 1862. 

Sie: From information obtained from the master and craw of a 
rebel sloop captured off this place en the 20th instant by the Hont- 

ry, Commander Charies Hunter, and from six deserters from Fort 
Morgan, picked up in 4 small beat 20 miles at see by the Montaomery | 
yesterday, | am of opinion that it is the intention of the rebels at 
Mobile to make a daring attempt to run the Oreto out on the first 
favorable opportunity. 7 

it is reported that to effect the escape of the Grels (which is new 
ready for sea, laden with 1,500 46 1,700 hales of cotton) it iz the 
intention of the commander in chief of the rebel forces in Mobile Bay 
fo accompany her out with a ram and three armed steamers, and by 
that means force her through the lines of the blockade. 

Whether there be any foundation or not to these statements 
(received mainly from the deserters), 4 seems te me, an consideration 
of the great Importance thet is naturally atteched to the retaining 
inside, or of capturing or destroying the Oreto, in ease she atterpta 
to escape either alone or under the protection of the ram and three 
steamers, that there should be a sufficient force ere, so long as that 
vessel retains in port, te insure her caplure or destruction. — 

The presené foree is net, in my judgment, Bulicient to inaure the 
sapture of thie vessol, although the best possible disposition is made 
every night of the available vessels. ; 

Considering the capture or destruction of the Greio an object of 
paramount importance, and beng unwilling to leave anything im a 


matter of cuch grave import to chance, I bog leave, respectfully, to 
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ask for an increased force with as little delay as possible te enable me 
to surround the main channel entrance of this port with vessels, so 
that: it will be impossible for any vessel to run out on the darkest night 
without being seen, and have the Gucida and &. E. Cuyler in position 
ta granple her. 

The Oneida and Cuyler are the only vessels now here, or expected 
here, so far as Lam advised, that can compete with the Grete in speed, 
and hence they shouid be abie to take the best position for keeping 
her in sight until captured or destroyed. : 

Should the Greéa come out and ie seen, the chase will not he aban- 
doned by the Gueida and Cuyler an long as she or her smokestack is 
visible. Orders have been given to guide the commanding officers 
of the remaining vessels here in case I should have to chase out of 
signal distance. 

i heve ne apprehension in regard to the ram and stearsers. My 
anxiety is to be able to ser and heen in sight of the Oreta. 

lam, very respectfully, 
Taounton A, Jenkivs, 
Captain and Senior Officer. 

Rear-Admiral D. G. Farraour, U. 5. Navy, 

Commanding Weatern Gulf Squadron, 
fiagship Hartford, New Orleans. 


Letter from Commodore Bell, U.S. Navy, to Be ark Jenkins, U. 8. 
Nawy, referring ta the movements aj the C. 8S. 8S. Florida, 


A bts U. 8. 8. Brooxiyy, 
Pensacola Navy Yard, November 83, 1882, 

My Dear Captar: I wrote to you the other day, but the letter 
was accidentally left behind. I send it to-day, however, although 
some parts of it are no longer pertinent. : 

Hoge eaine in yesterday reporting a fight going on between one 
of the gunboats and the beach this side of Mabile: he did net say 
where, At firat T supposed it was across the narrow land and that she 
Grete was trying the superior range of her guns with our gunboat off 
there. Sut upon reflection I inferred that the gunboat and the rebels 
were fighting over the carcass of the schooner which Kanawha ran 
ushore, the offshore wind having chased away the water from her. 

Anything more from Adams, and the anticipated dash from 
Buchanan or the Grete? The rascala have been lying about her, as 
they did about the dferrimack, but if she comes heavily armored her 
draft will be heavy and speed dull. I am told that iiunter'’s pris- - 
oners would tell nething but that the Grae was to have ran the block- 
ade on the night of the 20th. You seo they keep lying about her, 
yot watch vigilantly: she'll come out in some form or other. 

The Winona chased a steamer with white side-wheels night of the 
ivth, firing ai her 18 shots, She was in the sound, running down 
Ship Island, and hove in sight at sunset. She disappeared in the 
northwest. We suppose her te have heen the Qreto with troops hance 
for New Orleans. Do you know anything about it? 

Please Keep an eye upon the coal of the veasela on blockade and let 
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looked for. The Zaekrocrnd at Pensacola for coal and repair of 
boilers, etc., the Anaarha and mela there for same purpose (the 
former detained, her commander being ordered on court-martial by 
Coumedore Sunith, navy yard, for trial of some men on board the 
Ptemact, and the division here, therefore, much redueed in number, 
I deemed it roper todefer my departure in the Gsstpee for the second 
division off Galveston, the charge of which has been agsigned me by 
letter from Rear-Admire]l Farragut, received Sth instant. 1 purpose 
jeaving ine day or two for ihe Galveston station and would prefer the 
command of the Brooklyn, she being batter arnied than the (ssi pecaud 
susie but littl more water. Does not my position entitle me to 
ner 

From what we learn from refugees ‘‘Grant’s Pass is closed tight.” 
There may be 3 feet of water, but if there is any foundation forrumor 
received from General Banks ihe rebels may contemplaic an advance 
by shell read te Paseayoule (distant about 25 milee fram Mobil}, 
thenea by water in boats te Ship Island, which, even if aveunied by 
them, could nat he held long. 

It is requisite the Cysipee should stop at New Orleans for coal and 
io have an additional atreak of copyer put on, the line of which ix 
now under water, exposing ihe play ing to perforation by wore, 

Tam, slr, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
dno. P. Gis, 
Captain and Senior Officer off Mobile, Ala, 
Hon. Grozon Weiss, 
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Exclosure AL} 


U. 8. Steam Stoop Prwsacona, 
Nee Orleans, La., August 6, 1868. 

Sm: I was informed yesterday by Major-General Banks that he has 
obtained information that the enemy at Mobile intend to make an 
immediate stiack on Ship Isiand, and that he will dispatch thither two 
infantry regiments to assist in its defense. 

You will please make your arrangements accordingly. Hf you have 
suitable vessels, send them into the sound through Horn Island Pass 
to meet them there, in ease they should try te go through Grant's 


T have ordered the Genesee, Commander Macomb, to Ship island to 
isek out for them there; she will leave immediately. I will send the 
Estrella also to Ship Island to-nicht, if [ can get her off. These are 
the only vessels of Fight draft that can move from here at present, and 
1 leave it te you to make the proper disposition of your forces to cut. 
of and destroy anything they may send out, and to defend Ship 


idand, 
If they send rans, ram them in furn: our vessels are much the 
strongest. 
i am, very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
HLH. Bars. 


Commander, Comdy. Weet Gulf Bloladg. Soucedvin gree teu, 
Capiain Jonn R. Gonmpasonoren, 
Conunander af C. & Naval Fovees off Mobile Bur. 
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[Ergin 0.7. 


U.S. Steam Stoop Ossrren, 
CY Mobile, August 6, 1863. 

Sim: Iam isformed by Commodore Bell thet an immediate attack 
is contemplated by the rebels on Ship Island. 

The Genesee, Commander Macomb, bas been ordered to Ship island. 
She will leave immediately. The Asirelie also left last alight. 

Tf the enomy hes rams, ram them in teen if your vagsels are strong 
enough. They may intend sending boarding parties in small vessels, 
Take all precautions aed give them a warm reception. _ ; 

1 regret we have not light-draft vessels to send into the sound. 

Gue of the vessels will proceed to Horn Island Pass fo watch Pases 
qoula, the other to remain in sound te guard Grant’s Pess, _ 

The Keanchee will exeente this order and proceed to Ship Island if 


Fv: 
Very rexpectfully 
dxo. P. Gita, 
Catal: and Senior Officer aff Mable. 
Commarpme Orricer, 
Ship Istand. 


Ovder af Commodore Bell, U.S. Navy, to Lieulenant-Commander 
Oboke, 0, S. Navy, commanding U. &. N. Extrella, to assiet in the 
defense of Shap tatand. 

U.S. ream Stoor Pexsacora, 
Mee Orleans, Auguat 8, 1882, 
Sim: Proceed without delay to Ship Island to assist in its defense, 
and report upon your arrival there to the commanding officer of the 

U.S. Navy present. If he is not already informed, let him know that 

Major-General Banka is apprised of an attack which the enemy at 

Mobiie intend tomeke. You should find there the Gena, Vincennes, 

and Juekoun, aud two or three regiments of Caited States troops, 

Tam, very respectfully, 
HL H. Bex, 


Commeadore, Comdy. Weat Gulf Blekdg. Sapuadron pre tem. 


Limitenant-Commander Aveustrus P. Coonz, _ 
i. SL OS. Bstvella. 


Order of Cimmedore Bell, ( S& Naw, io Lieutenant-Commander 
Bigelow U.S. Nawy, canninding ES. 8. Calhoun, to proceed to 
Mississippe Senvel, , 

U.S. Seam Suoor Pensacola, 
Nee Crieans, dugust 8, i863. 
Sra: Procoad without delay to Ship Island and report. to the senior 
officer there for duty In Mississippi Sound and adjacent waters. An 
experienced pilot has been ordered to you, 
Lam, very respectfully, 
LH. Baus, 
Unuanodare, Chandy, Weat Gulf Bibdg. Sipeadron qrn tem, 
Lieuievant-Commamler Biar.ow, 
£7 BOS. Onb bay, 
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Lieutenant Davin Giascow Farracut, U. S. Navy 
From the portrait by William Swain in the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. The two epaulets were then worn by a lieutenant in 
command of a ship. 
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for'a man of his ionitry and 
though adventurous previous 
nineteen years old, having 
udadella on the Island 


agon. in 
Islands, ae frou Valencia i in nee first 


Courtesy of United States National Muse 


Greorce Fanracut, FATHER OF Davin GLascow FARRAGUT 


From the portrait by William Swain in the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. 


;on'a ‘blsod.ted field; 
ith: a° nal of the same: 
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; Farragut himself, though. intrepid and. charming, w was lack! 
~ in that strength of character which Elizabeth Shine poses 
-as will clearly appear later in this biography. 


' purchased from Stockley Donelson in 1796. This land was's 


ville: Here, Major Farragut was granted a license by the } 
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Elizabeth Shine’s grandfather, Daniel Shine, came. to North 
Carolina from Dublin, Ireland, about. 1710, married. Elizabi 
Greene on May.15, 1715, and then settled at New Bern. Of. 
ten children, Elizabeth’s father, John Shine, became a capt 
of North Carolina militia as early as December, 1754; while ha 
Uncle Daniel Shine was, at the same time, a lieutenant colone 
Colonel Shine martied Barbara’ Franck, said to have been. 
scended from a very distinguished family. She lived to the ad 
vanced age of ninety-five years and entertained George Wa 
ington when he made his famous southern journey.” Capt: 
John Shine married first Sarah Mackelwean by whom he hac 
two children, and after her death he married Ellenor Melve 
by whom he: had eight children, of whom Elizabeth was fifd 

After their marriage George and Elizabeth’ Farragut at firs 
lived in Knoxville (soon to become the first capital of the stat 
of Tennessee in 1796). They resided on Enimerson Street ‘in 
house of stone and logs, which‘ George Farragut himself built s 
substantially that it stood the ravages of time until 1903. Her 
the first child, a son, was born peert 23, 1797, oe name 
William A. G. Farragut. 

Selling ‘his property in Knoxville in 1799 and 1800, Georg 
Farragut moved his family to a tract of 640 acres which he h: 


ated on the north bank of. the Holston River, about fifteen 
miles southwest of Knoxville: There he established a new ho 
on the great river near a place then called Stony Point,* wh 
was about ten miles from Campbell’s. Station,” an ‘importan 
stopping place on the road leading west from Knoxville to Na 


ville County Gourt to “keep a public ferry at his own landin 
George Farragut, enamored of the sea, would have a boat eve 
though it were only a river ferry flatboat. ; 
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Cartan Davin Porter, U.S. Navy 
From the portrait by John Wesley Jarvis in Bancroft Hall, U. $. Naval Academy. 
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give, and that it was only a matter of time before his second 
n. would follow his older brother William, into the navy. 
ere was little hesitation on the part of Glasgow when the 
opportunity presented itself. Impressed by Porter's uniform and 
having already become envious of the brass buttons of his 
older brother who: had only recently received an appointment 
as a midshipman in February of that year, young Glasgow spoke 
up very promptly and said that he would go.” The little lad was 
then about eight years old. His separation from the family.was 
made less trying by an arrangement which was then made, 
either the same day or soon thereafter, for the Porters to take’ 
one of the daughters also, who lived in their home in New 
Orleans as long as they remained on that Station: Upon their 
' departure she was taken into the home of David Porter’s sister, 
Margaret, who had recently. married Dr. Samuel Davies Heap, 
the Navy Surgeon on the New Orleans Station.”* 
_ Glasgow’* returned with Porter to New Orleans, where he 
_ was received by Mrs. Porter as.a son”? in her home. There is no 
_ evidence that the boy: was legally adopted by the Porters. In 
fact, there is every indication, particularly later,” that he was 
not so adopted, But they treated the lad very well, and for this 
he was ever afterwards most grateful. Writing in his journal” 
forty years later, he declared, “Thus commenced my acquaint- 
ance with the celebrated Commodore David Porter, late’of-the 
United States Navy, and I am happy to have it in. my power to 
say, with feelings. of the warmest gratitude, that he ever was to 

me all that he promised, my. ‘friend and guardian.’” 

oe i 

Glasgow Farragut was not completely separated. from his 
~ father, but as long as the Porters remained in New Orleans, he 
_ Was often permitted to visit the. plantation on ‘the Pascagoula 
River. Porter permitted him sometimes to accompany him on his 
excursions and boat expeditions, and frequently he went sailing 
with his father on Lake Pontchartrain. It was during these years 
n the vicinity of New Orleans that young Farragut, mainly - 
under the tutelage of his father, gained an intimate knowledge 
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' of boats and a love for the sea. He also acquired a fondness f 
adventure, for his father was no ordinary sailor. He was a ma 
of recklessness of character, and on one occasion was darin: 
enough to sail from: New Orleans to Havana in his pirogue, 
species of dugout canoe constructed of two: pieces of wood 
was very ‘proud of this voyage and often referred to it. Wh 
some of his friends reproached him for trusting his life and 
safety of is children in the little yaw] in which he cruis 
about the'lake, he laughed and said, “Danger indeed! If y: 
had said there was danger in going to Havana in a pirogue the: 
would have been some sense in it; but this thing is as safe'as an’ 
craft at the levee.” 2 es ee Pc sat iS hag 

One day he took his young sons across the lake when almo 
a'gale was blowing. As they passed one of the gunboats, th 
were hailed and-invited to come on board until the storm w 
over. To this George Farragut, displaying no uneasiness at « 

‘ but having the utmost confidence iin his little boat, replied th 
he could ride out the blow better than the gunboat could. * 
any one who suggested that his children were too young to’ 
subjected to such risks he replied simply, “Now is the time 
conquer their fears.”* Like normal children, they had fears 
first. Glasgow declared many years later, after he had sailed 
seas through many perils, that his first experience on salt wai 
was on Lake Pontchartrian, when he accompanied a young mi 
whom his father had sent across the lake to clear some lan 
the Pascagoula plantation. On that occasion, he admitted 
had fervently hoped it would be his last voyage. He was th 
indebted to his father, during those most impressionable yes 
for a sea-mindedness developed through a close contact .w. 
the sea and boats. He early learned resourcefulness also. If 
weather or night prevented George Farragut and his sons fra 
returning home, they slept onthe beach of one of the isl 
in the lake wrapped up in the boat sails. If the weather was col 
they scooped out beds in the dry sand and lay half buri 
there.* This was good training in self-reliance for an admi 
in the making. ‘ oe 

About June 21, 1810, young Farragut was entirely separat 


ing- New Orleans ai the expiration of Master Commandant Por- 
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In preparing this brief sketch of the most celebrated of our naval heroes, the author has been aided by the 
very full and valuable biography published in 1878 by his son, Mr. Loyall Farragut, who has also kindly 
supplied for this work many additional details of interest from the Admiral's journals and 
correspondence, and from other memoranda. For the public events connected with Farragut's career, 
either directly or indirectly, recourse has been had to the official papers, as well as to the general 
biographical and historical literature bearing upon the war, which each succeeding year brings forth in 
books or magazines. The author has also to express his thanks to Rear-Admiral Thornton A. Jenkins, 
formerly chief-of-staff to Admiral Farragut; to Captain John Crittenden Watson, formerly his flag- 
lieutenant; and to his friend General James Grant Wilson, for interesting anecdotes and reminiscences. 
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ADMIRAL FARRAGUT 
CHAPTER I. 
FAMILY AND EARLY LIFE. 
1801-1811. 


The father of Admiral Farragut, George Farragut, was of unmixed Spanish descent, having been born on 
the 29th of September, 1755, in the island of Minorca, one of the Balearic group, where the family had 
been prominent for centuries. One of his ancestors, Don Pedro Ferragut, served with great distinction 
under James 1, King of Aragon, in the wars against the Moors, which resulted in their expulsion from 
Majorca in 1229, and from the kingdom of Valencia, in the Spanish Peninsula, in 1238. As Minorca in 
1755 was a possession of the British Crown, to which it had been ceded in 1713 by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, George Farragut was born under the British flag; but in the following year a French expedition, 
fitted out in Toulon, succeeding in wresting from the hands of Great Britain both the island and its 
excellent fortified harbor, Port Mahon, one of the most advantageous naval stations in the 
Mediterranean. It was in the course of the operations which resulted in this conquest of Minorca by [2] 
the French that the British fleet, under the command of Admiral Byng, met with the check for which the 
admiral paid the penalty of his life a few months later. At the close of the Seven Years’ War, in 1763, the 
island was restored to Great Britain, in whose hands it remained until 1782, when it was again retaken 
by the French and Spaniards. 


George Farragut, however, had long before severed his connection with his native country. In March, 
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1776, he emigrated to North America, which was then in the early throes of the Revolutionary struggle. 
Having grown to manhood a subject to Great Britain, but alien in race and feeling, he naturally espoused 
the cause of the colonists, and served gallantly in the war. At its end he found himself, like the greater 
part of his adopted countrymen, called to the task of building up his own fortunes, neglected during its 
continuance; and, by so doing, to help in restoring prosperity to the new nation. A temper naturally 
adventurous led him to the border lines of civilization; and it was there, in the region where North 
Carolina and eastern Tennessee meet, that the years succeeding the Revolution appear mainly to have 
been passed. It was there also that he met and married his wife, Elizabeth Shine, a native of Dobbs 
County, North Carolina, where she was born on the 7th of June, 1765. At the time of their marriage the 
country where they lived was little more than a wilderness, still infested by Indians; and one of the 
earliest recollections of the future admiral was being sent into the loft, on the approach of a party of 
these, while his mother with an axe guarded the door, which she had barricaded. This unsettled and 
dangerous condition necessitated [3] a constant state of preparedness, with some organization of the 
local militia, among whom George Farragut held the rank of a major of cavalry, in which capacity he 
served actively for some time. 


While resident in Tennessee, George Farragut became known to Mr. W. C. C. Claiborne, at that time the 
member for Tennessee in the National House of Representatives. Mr. Claiborne in 1801 became 
governor of Mississippi Territory; and in 1803, when the United States purchased from France the great 
region west of the Mississippi River, to which the name Louisiana was then applied, he received the 
cession of the newly acquired possession. This was soon after divided into two parts by a line following 
the thirty-third parallel of north latitude, and Claiborne became governor of the southern division, which 
was called the Territory of Orleans. To this may probably be attributed the removal of the Farraguts to 
Louisiana from eastern Tennessee. The region in which the latter is situated, remote both from tide- 
water and from the great river by which the Western States found their way to the Gulf of Mexico, was 
singularly unfitted to progress under the conditions of communication in that day; and it long remained 
among the most backward and primitive portions of the United States. The admiral's father, after his 
long experience there, must have seen that there was little hope of bettering his fortunes. Whatever the 
cause, he moved to Louisiana in the early years of the century, and settled his family in New Orleans. 
He himself received the appointment of sailing-master in the navy, and was ordered to command a gun- 
boat employed in the river and on the adjacent sounds. A dispute had arisen [4] between the United 
States and the Spanish Government, to whom the Floridas then belonged, as to the line of demarcation 
between the two territories; and George Farragut was at times employed with his vessel in composing 
disturbances and forwarding the views of his own government. 


David Glasgow, the second son of George Farragut, and the future Admiral of the United States Navy, 
was born before the removal to Louisiana, on the 5th of July, 1801, at Campbell's Station, near 
Knoxville, in eastern Tennessee. In 1808, while living in his father's house on the banks of Lake 
Pontchartrain, an incident occurred which led directly to his entrance into the navy, and at the same time 
brought into curious coincidence two families, not before closely associated, whose names are now 
among the most conspicuous of those in the annals of the navy. While George Farragut was fishing one 
day on Lake Pontchartrain he fell in with a boat, also engaged in fishing, in which was an old gentleman 
prostrated by the heat of the sun. He took him to his own house, where he was cared for and nursed until 
he died, never having recovered strength sufficient to be removed. The sufferer was David Porter, the 
father of the Captain David Porter who afterward commanded the frigate Essex in her adventurous and 
celebrated cruise in the Pacific during the years 1813 and 1814, and grandfather of the still more 
distinguished Admiral David D. Porter, who, over half a century later, served with David Farragut on the 
Mississippi in the civil war, and in the end succeeded him as second admiral of the navy. Captain, or 
rather, as he then was, Commander Porter being in charge of the naval station at New Orleans, his [5] 
father, who had served actively afloat during the Revolution and had afterward been appointed by 
Washington a sailing master in the navy, had obtained orders to the same station, in order to be with, 
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though nominally under, his son. The latter deeply felt the kindness shown to his father by the Farraguts. 
Mrs. Farragut herself died of yellow fever, toward the end of Mr. Porter's illness, the funeral of the two 
taking place on the same day; and Commander Porter soon after visited the family at their home and 
offered to adopt one of the children. Young David Farragut then knew little of the element upon which 
his future life was to be passed; but, dazzled by the commander's uniform and by that of his own elder 
brother William, who had received a midshipman's warrant a short time before, he promptly decided to 
accept an offer which held forth to him the same brilliant prospects. The arrangement was soon 
concluded. Porter promised to be to him always a friend and guardian; and the admiral wrote in after 
life, "I am happy to have it in my power to say, with feelings of the warmest gratitude, that he ever was 
to me all that he promised." The boy returned to New Orleans with his new protector, in whose house he 
thenceforth resided, making occasional trips across Lake Pontchartrain to a plantation which his father 
had purchased on the Pascagoula River. A few months later Commander Porter appears to have made a 
visit to Washington on business connected with the New Orleans station, and to have taken Farragut 
with him to be placed at school, for which there were few advantages at that time in Louisiana. The boy 
then took what proved to be a last farewell of his father. George Farragut continued to live [6] in 
Pascagoula, and there he died on the 4th of June, 1817, in his sixty-second year. 


The trip north was made by Porter and his ward in the bomb-ketch Vesuvius, a stop being made at 
Havana; where the commander had business growing out of the seizure by him in the Mississippi River 
of some French privateers, for which both Spain and the United States had offered a reward. At Havana 
the lad heard of an incident, only too common in those days, which set his heart, as those of his 
countrymen were fast being set, against Great Britain. Presuming confidently upon the naval weakness 
of the United States, and arguing from their long forbearance that insults to the flag would be 
indefinitely borne for the sake of the profitable commerce which neutrality insured, Great Britain, in 
order to support the deadly struggle in which she was engaged with France, had endeavored to shut off 
the intercourse of her enemy with the rest of the world, by imposing upon neutral trade restrictions 
before unheard of and without justification in accepted international law. Both the justice and policy of 
these restrictions were contested by a large party of distinguished Englishmen; but upon another 
principle men of all parties in the old country were practically agreed, and that was the right of the 
British Government to compel the services of British seamen wherever found. From this grew the claim, 
which few Englishmen then dared to disavow, that their ships of war could rightfully take from any 
neutral merchant ship any seaman of British birth who was found on board. In estimating this monstrous 
pretention, Americans have shown little willingness to allow for the desperate struggle in which Great 
Britain was [7] involved, and the injury which she suffered from the number of her seamen who, to 
escape impressment in their home ports and the confinement of ships of war, sought service in neutral 
merchant ships. Her salvation depended upon her navy; and seamen were so scarce as seriously to injure 
its efficiency and threaten paralysis. This was naturally no concern of the United States, which set up its 
simple, undeniable right to the protection the neutral flag should give to all persons and goods under it, 
which were not involved in any infraction of belligerent rights. The straits of Great Britain, however, 
were too dire to allow the voice of justice to override that of expediency. Had the United States Navy 
been a force as respectable in numbers as it was in efficiency, the same dictates of expediency might 
have materially controlled the action of her opponent; might have prevented outrage and averted war. As 
it was, right was set up against right--the right of the neutral flag on the one hand against the right of a 
country to the service of all her citizens on the other. The United States protested and wrote with all the 
conviction of a state upon whose side justice was. She resorted to measure after measure of peaceable 
coercion; but she had no military force to show upon the sea, and her utterances were consequently too 
uncertain to command respect. Great Britain continued to take seamen from American merchant ships 
upon the plea of her right to impress British seamen in any place; and, though the claim to detain or 
search ships of war had been explicitly disavowed after the Chesapeake affair of 1807, scant deference 
was shown to the vessels of a power so little able to stand up for itself. In a day when most vessels [8] 
carried some guns for self-defense, it was a simple matter to ignore the national character of an armed 
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ship and to stop it unceremoniously. Of such an insult Farragut heard during this stay in Havana. The 
brig Vixen, of the United States Navy, had been fired into by a British ship of war. "This," wrote 
Farragut in his journal, "was the first thing that caused in me bad feeling toward the English nation. I 
was too young to know anything about the Revolution; but I looked upon this as an insult to be paid in 
kind, and was anxious to discharge the debt with interest.” It is scarcely necessary to say how keenly this 
feeling was shared by his seniors in the service, to whom the Vixen incident was but one among many 
bitter wrongs which the policy of their Government had forced them humbly to swallow. 


After their arrival in Washington Farragut was put to school, where he remained until Porter was 
relieved from the New Orleans station. During his stay at the capital he was presented by his guardian to 
the Secretary of the Navy, Paul Hamilton, of South Carolina; who, after ascertaining his wish to enter 
the service, promised him a midshipman's warrant when he should be ten years old. The promise was 
more than kept, for the warrant, when issued, was dated December 17, 1810; the future admiral thus 
finding himself at least a titular officer, in the service which he was afterward to adorn, when not quite 
nine and a half years of age. Although at that time, and in earlier generations, boys, no older than 
Farragut then was, were not infrequently turned aboard ship to fight their own way in life, Porter did not 
so construe his duties to his charge. In the latter part of 1810 he finally left New Orleans and went [9] 
North again, this time by the Mississippi River and in a gun-boat. The voyage to Pittsburg against the 
swift current took three months; and it was not till toward the close of the year that he and his family 
were again settled in their home at Chester, in Pennsylvania, the birthplace of Mrs. Porter. Farragut was 
then removed from Washington and put to school in Chester, there to remain until his guardian should 
be able to take him to sea under his own eyes, in a vessel commanded by himself. This opportunity was 


not long in arriving. 
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DAVID GLASGOW FARRAGUT 


First Admiral of the Navy 
"T soon became fond of this adventurous sort of life." 


A significant contributing factor to the Union success at anemia 
Vicksburg was the skill of the North's naval commanders. 
One of the most colorful naval commanders of the Civil 
War was David Glasgow Farragut. Though he was 
unsuccessful in early naval operations against Vicksburg, : 
Farragut's success at New Orleans and Mobile Bay secured 

his place in history as one of America's most celebrated 

heroes. 


The man who would become the first Admiral of the United 
States Navy was born James Glasgow Farragut near 
Knoxville, Tennessee on July 6, 1801. His father, Jorge 
Farragut, hailed from a seafaring family and emigrated to 
this country in 1776 from the island of Minorca, off the east 
coast of Spain. Before his death in 1817, Jorge Farragut 
would serve his country gallantly in the revolutionary War 
and the War of 1812. Young James would soon follow in his 
father's footsteps. 


David Porter, one of the Navy's finest officers, befriended the Farragut family through an 
unusual chain of events in which the Farraguts rescued Porter's unconscious father from the 
deck of a drifting boat. When the elder Porter passes away, David was grateful to the family 
for taking care of his father and offered to take young James and train him as a naval 
officer. At the time it was not uncommon for parents to place a child with someone who 
could train them in a career. Hence, James Glasgow Farragut came under the guardianship 
of David Porter and changed his name to David G. Farragut. 


David followed his adopted father to the sea at the tender ago of eight and received his first 
naval appointment as midshipman at large at the age of nine and a half. At age eleven he 
saw his first combat and even commanded a vessel at age twelve! The young sailor had seen 
a lot during his four years at sea, but his greatest achievement was yet to come. 


"Tam to have a Flag in the Gulf, and the rest depends on me." 


Fifty years later at the outbreak of the Civil War, David Farragut had a difficult decision to 
make. He was born in Tennessee, raised in Louisiana, and lived in Virginia, yet he felt more 
devoted to the country he had served for more than five decades. He decided to join the 
Union and moved his family north. In January 1862, Farragut was named Flag Officer in 
command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron with instructions to enter the Mississippi 
and capture New Orleans. He was placed in command of eighteen wooden vessels including 
his flagship HARTFORD, a fleet of mortar boats, and 700 men. 


To the objection of his stepbrother David Dixon Porter, who was in charge of the mortar 
boat flotilla, Flag Officer Farragut made the decision to run past Forts Jackson and St. 
Philip to take the city of New Orleans. To prepare the ships to run past the forts, the crews 
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crisscrossed the hulls with great chains until they were almost as well protected as the 
ironclads. Further, since he planned to pass the forts at night, Farragut had the hulls covered 
with mud from the Mississippi to make them less visible from the shore and had the decks 
painted white so that needed objects would stand out clearly. He even had tall trees lashed 
to the masts of his vessels so that the enemy would think they were trees on the opposite 
bank! 


Farragut's strategy worked. The commander described the intense passage: "The smoke was 
so dense that it was only now and then we could see anything but the flash of the cannon... 
The passing of Forts Jackson and St. Philip was one of the most awful sights I ever saw." 
His own vessel, the HARTFORD, was disabled when a raft set afire rammed the flagship 
and flames damaged the masts and rigging. Nevertheless, the fleet safely reached New 
Orleans and took possession of the city on April 28, 1862. 


"T mean to be whipped or to whip my enemy, and not be scared to death" 


In May of 1862, Farragut attempted to subdue the city of Vicksburg, located about 400 river 
miles above New Orleans but his bombardment was unsuccessful. He did not have enough 
guns in his fleet to overwhelm the city. Plus, Vicksburg's 200-foot river bluffs were so high 
that many of his guns could not get sufficient elevation to hit the Confederate defenses. 
Fearing the receding waters of the Mississippi might strand his oceangoing warships in the 
summer months, Farragut reluctantly decided to withdraw from the river city. He left six 
gunboats below Vicksburg and returned to New Orleans. 


Upon his return to the Crescent City, Farragut began organizing a second, stronger 
expedition against the "Gibraltar of the West." His fleet arrived below the Vicksburg bluffs 
once again on June 25, 1862 and began preparations for a second bombardment. Farragut 
then received news that Charles H. Davis, commander of the Western Flotilla, had finally 
captured Fort Pillow and Memphis and was now only 20 miles north of Vicksburg. 
Consequently, Farragut decided to run his fleet north past Vicksburg, just as he had done at 
Forts Jackson and St. Philip, and rendezvous with Davis. 


At the appointed hour of 0200 on June 28, 1862, Farragut raised two red lanterns on the 
mast of the HARTFORD as a signal for the fleet to proceed. The ships were spotted at 0400 
and Vicksburg's 29 heavy guns were answered by the guns of Farragut's fleet. All of 
Farragut's ships but three made it through and none were sunk; however, some were badly 
hit, including the HARTFORD. The captain's cabin was blown apart by a shell just seconds 
after Farragut had moved to another part of the ship! 


Although running the batteries was a gallant act, Farrgut's juncture with Davis did little to 
bring about the subjugation of Vicksburg. It was clear a combined naval and land attack 
would be necessary to subdue the "Gibralter of the West." 


Before Farragut withdrew his fleet from Vicksburg a second time, he had an encounter with 
the Confederate ironclad ARKANSAS. Launched at Yazoo City and commanded by Isaac 
Brown, the ARKANSAS bravely plunged into the midst of the thirty-eight Union warships 
anchored above Vicksburg in mid-July 1862. Brown's attack was aided by an element of 
surprise, and the fact there were so many Union ships they had very little room in which to 
maneuver. As a result, Farragut's warships were only able to bring a few guns to bear at a 
time against the formidable ironclad. During the fighting, the ARKANSAS caused serious 


http://www.nps.gov/vick/visctr/sitebltn/farragut.htm 2/17/2006 
Page 71 of 171 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Farragut Family File #3 


David G. Farragut page 3 OI 5 


damage to the HARTFORD and Farragut was furious that a makeshift enemy ironclad had 
steamed right through his fleet. He had enough of the pesky ironclad. Fearing once again his 
vessels would be stranded due to dropping river levels, Farragut decided to withdraw from 
Vicksburg and sailed south. The withdrawal of the Union fleet from Vicksburg in July of 
1862 closed the first phase of Union naval operations against the city. 


“Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" 


Two years later In 1864, Rear Admiral Farragut was summoned from his Now York home 
to serve his country once more in leading an attack on Mobile Bay, the last Confederate 
stronghold in the Gulf of Mexico. Mobile Bay was not only protected by Fort Morgan and a 
fleet of wooden vessels, but also by the formidable Confederate Ram TENNESSEE and a 
field of explosive mines called torpedoes. Undaunted, Farragut readied his fleet for battle. 
Using a strategy that had worked before, he ordered his wooden ships lashed together in 
pairs, one large and one small. In this manner, if the larger frigate was disabled in battle, the 
smaller vessel could tow it into safety. 


Farragut's fleet of wooden ships, along with four small ironclad monitors, began the attack 
on Mobile Bay early in the morning of August 5, 1864. When the smoke of battle became 
so thick that he couldn't see, Farragut climbed the rigging of the HARTFORD and lashed 
himself near the top of the mainsail to get a better view. It wasn't long before the 
TECUMSEH, one of the monitors leading the way, struck a torpedo and sank in a matter 
minutes. In a state of confusion, the fleet came to a halt in front of the powerful guns of Fort 
Morgan. Realizing the fleet was reluctant to move forward due to the "infernal machines," 
Rear Admiral Farragut rallied his men to victory, shouting: "Damn the torpedoes! Full 
speed ahead!" 


The Union fleet steamed ahead through the minefield, blasted Fort Morgan, and captured 
the Confederate ironclad TENNESSEE. Thus, Mobile Bay fell into Union hands in one of 
the most decisive naval victories of the Civil War. 


The Battle of Mobile Bay would be Farragut's last. Overcome with fatigue he returned to 
New York in December 1864 a national hero. In 1866, Farragut became the first person in 
the history of the United States Navy to be awarded the rank of Admiral. Two years later In 
1868, he was even asked run for the office of President of the United States, but replied, "7 
hasten to assure you that I have never for one moment entertained the idea of political life." 
Farragut would have only two years to live. The first Admiral of the Navy died on August 
14, 1870 it the age of 69. His funeral procession in New York City included 10,000 soldiers 
and sailors and was headed by President Ulysses S. Grant. A statue of Admiral Farragut was 
erected in the heart of our nation’s capital known as Farragut Square. It remains a lasting 
tribute to the most distinguished naval officer of the Civil War. 
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Teens want. ie edt 
save the pa i 


By JUDY JOHNSON 
_ Mississippi Press Staff : ie 

Like a lot.of teen-agers, they’re fastinsted by this old house: te 
stands there, just a few blocks up from their campus, and they pass 
it everyday as they walk and bike to and from Pasc goula, Junior a 
High School. @ 

It’s a great big old place, filled with interesting twists and thins: 
The back is knocked out a little, and there are some holes i in Abe: 
roof; a great place to explore. ae gh ME a 

But these young people aren't heré ‘just to look around: pe hey 


been plenty of others — of all ages — ~ ‘who have done that. @'5.' 
These young people are here at the old Farragut house to.try to 

save it. They’ve brought mops and brooms,. buckets and boxes, and 

plenty of elbow grease — and they mean to save this old house. © : 
They call themselves the Concerned Teens Commission. They’ ve . 

started a petition drive, and they’ve begun a-clean-up | Se ee 

and they’re beating the bushes, looking for a buyer who will . 

Bue the property am restore the. yictorian home to its original 
auty . é 


res 


ae 


IF THIS SOUNDS like a an inasinl ee weane peop e be” 
Going, you’ re right. But this i isn’t sour sual munch of youngsters. 


Dewight and his fellow history students were given an assignment 
a few weeks ago: Write a letter to a. public official, city, county ‘or aa 
state. Ask the official to take care of some problem. vot a like to see Ue 
corrected. we vbet iy 

“T was trying to figure out whe to Ww. te to, ‘and I waa thinking : 
about Trent Lott,’ Dewight said. “But then F saw ¥ this picture in the © 
paper, and read about the work the Pascagoula Historical ~ 
Commission was doing, encouraging people to save old houses. 

‘‘And [ read that this great old house across from the Pascagoula: -. 
High gym was going to be torn down, and I dec ed I-didn’t wantto °* 
see that happen.” ven ak es we 

The picture appeared [ ina ' Mississippt ‘Piles story written by Kris © NG 

. Hesse for the Pascagoula Historical -Commiission, as part of the ut 
.{ commission’s observation of National Historic retiote Mer ihe Sue 7 
Dewight wrote a letter to the commission, asking that the house . . 
be spared. Commission members wrote back, explaining it wasn’t THIS OLD HOUSE — Member 
theirs to save, but encouraging Dewight to do what he could for the the Concerned Teens Commis 
; pause in their petitioning to save 


old home. e 

The commission also provided him with some data on restoring old Farragut house on Pascag 

old homes, things to look for in the restoration process, and . Street to pose for a portrait in or 

‘s guidelines about what makes a home eligible-fer tax breaks if it iis the house's architectural hallmi 
.« restored. Its members were pleased at the. ee by the _ They are (from left) Richard | 
* _. young people, especially since this year’s National Historic : r 
Preservation Week motto — ‘Celebrate Historic Places: Our Past - es ct Gare ie 

for Our Future”’ — pointed up the importance of saving old \-° David Adee riai nvand Tony = 
structures for future generations. — ee oe. cal ae ceoin ore Sean aed 
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HOUSE — Members of 
1ed Teens Commission 


ir petitioning to save the” 


} house on Pascagoula 
3@ for a portrait in one of 
architectural hallmarks, 
rom left) Richard Patt, 
irkley, Robyn Rankin, 
noff, Dewayne Barkley, 
iberlain and Tony Eaker, 
xighth and ninth grader. 
ragouta Junior High 


Staff Photo/Gina Holland 
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- fate 


DEWIGHT STARTED TALKING to his friends; his friends from Pascagoula Junior High 
visited the house with him; some petitions were drawn up, and the School. 
commission was formed. fh : i - i ’ 

“It pers me se that fast,” Dewight said. “One look: at this : 
place and we a ew we wanted it save ty 

“None of us has any money: of our own, but ‘Someday we will. And Among these are Chief of Police Bill Pope, Chancery ( 
some'vf-uS want to be.able to buy a home like this, and fix it up. But . Presley, Circuit Clerk Joe Martin, District Attorney Mil 


if the people who are adults now don’t start saving these old homes,.; Sheriff Wallace Gill, Building Inspector Linda Stockma1 


there won’t be any left for us to enjoy and save when we become Dale Richardson, City Manager Charles Fulghum, Dire: 

-adults.’’ : “ j y. ’ “Recreation Pat Wilson and Elizabeth Raley, of the city’ ! 
As Dewight was speakinig with a visitor, commission members American Beautiful Commission: Me 

who weren’t cleaning up the downstairs rooms of the house started We're getting a lot of help from lots of people,’” Dew 

nodding in agreement. - fet Among those who have given “‘extra-extra support” to th 
“We just want to make sure there’s some of the past aroundforus Mary Ann Stricklin, Mrs. Stockman, Betty Bensey, Mar 

to remember and enjoy when we are grown Upse, Richard Patt, Bennett and Ehren Patt.. 

another commission member, said.. nate “And we’re especially grateful to Patty Bradley for her 


Richard has been appointed publicist for the group, which has - _ the petitions,” Dewight said. Patty, a junior at PHS, ha: 
elected officers and is working hard to add to the 500 names already" distributing the petition on thatcampus. 
on its petitions. Other officers are Dewayne Barkley, vice But petitions and clean-up.aren’t all this group has do. 
president; Caroline Eselin, treasurer; Gidget Williamson; ~ : ~ member of the group, Richard Patt, has done a lovingly 
accountant; Tamar Zylanoff, secretary; and Robyn Rankin, clerk. . pencil sketch of the home; other members of the commi: 
Other members of the group are Kim Austin, Tony Eaker, David written poems to the house, the memories it is home to, tl 


Chamberlain and Sandra Flamenco:*: °" *~ it has led. - BES 
“We know we can’t do this alone,” Dewayne said. ““That’s why Most of the young people are going to be joining the P; 
we're trying so ‘hard to get lots of signatures on our petitions, and Historical Commission. And Dewight finally did get aro 


why we’re trying to get influential people, leaders i in the =. writing a letter to Cong. Trent Lott; he’s asked the congi 
community, to sign,” "ok TS gh a Rie Xe Reh is anything he can do to bop their cause. 


“sea ot 


‘ “80 FAR, THEY'VE Sat ‘that goal. Petitions circulated . THE GROUP IS ‘ALSO looking for help from any other 
‘in all grades at PJHS, at the high school and in neighborhoods .... -. . ~ community member who will offer it. To get involved wi 
throughout the city have gamete? sor es. Concerned Teens Commission and its work with the Far 
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st Prater 


buses write to Dewight Baikiey, 2202. Paul Harvey , Ave. ey 


3 Pascagoula MS 39567,.1) 
The commission members. have also, researched the proper! 


2 
* Presley, Circuit Clerk Joe Martin, District Attorney Mike Moore, . 


Sheriff Wallace Gill, Building Inspector Linda Stockman,. Mayor. 
Dale Richardson, City' Manager Charles Fulghum, Director of * tried to find out how the house fell into such disrepair. “" @ 


Recreation Pat Wilson and Elizabeth Raley, of the city’s Keep © ‘* The home was built on land bought by Albert Farragut fro 
American Beautiful Commission." - ° ~ Valentine Delmas Jr. in 1895. It is a two-story home, which ha 
so-We're getting a lot of help from lots of ‘people,”: Dewight said. ’ added onto over the years, but still retained its Victorian: ch: 
Among'those who have given “‘extra-extra support” to the work are ; _ The house has stood empty, unlived in by a family, since.1 
MaryAnn Stricklin, Mrs. Stockman, Betty Bensey, Mary Lou ©. Sound structure, it stood untenanted and unprotected throug 
Bennett and,Ehren Patt... aE “several major hurricanes, finally losing some of its Toofing [ 
And we're especially grateful to Patty Bradiey for her Wonk with - , and one of its extensions to Hurricane Elena. i 
the petitions,’ Dewight said. Patty} a junior at PHS, has been - Ithas been used by other groups of young people, with not s: 
distributing the petition on that campus. — - intentions — as a place to deal drugs, as a place to sneak awa) 
But petitions and:clean-up aren’t all this group has done. One" “Sex, as a place to drink beer and booze in the afternoons after 
member of the group, Richard Patt, has done a lovingly crafted © The members of the commission want to make this house 
pencil sketch of the home; other members of the commission have “grand house it once was, and erase all that bad history that 
written poems to the house, aes memories it is. home to, the life that . caused by neglect. Their cledn-up has uncovered.somé glim) 
sh es ‘<-the grandeur that has made their work all the mote ungent fa 
Most’of the young Teéale are going to be joining the oh one of the young people. a tet . 


its-of sign cake ‘Historical Commission. And Dewight finally did get around to 
i “LOOK HERE, ABOVE this fireplace, and you can see th 


ential: people wt! riting. : ed the ¢ ; 
i h ip thet a ee A . original wallpaper,” Dewight said. 
, “That's hand-painted wallpaper, and it’s all over the dow! 
‘ THE GROUP’ IS ALSO. Sian for help fron: any. other } % “sof the house,” Caroline Eselin added. : 
ommunity member who will offer it. To get:involyed- with hele’ ‘y) 2! “There was an art show here or something several years 
erned'Teens Commission and its work with the F ‘arragut s and the people organizing the show put up sheetrock over a 
if ‘walls,’ Dewayne said. ‘But the wallpaper: is still there, wai 
ee ees ' be uncovered and enjoyed again” Aye! 
Caroline and Dewight excitedly showed a visitor the hand-| 


ireplaces found in the downstairs. "= ) °°) +7 

‘Aren’t they beautiful?’?: Tamar Zylannoft. said. 
‘This was Tamat’s big discovery the other day,""’Dewigh 
“We were working all over the house, and we heard her'start 
she'd found sr ore gorgeous and we. all ran a her and 


“We had no deg 
we'started cleaning the floors:””. ‘ j 
Dewight also showed his visitor around the rest of the iow 
Pointing out the hardwood Hoon t the spacious dimensions ¢ 
how this house once was loved. se f 
“And look, here, on this wall over the finpiecs, you can, 
ghost mark where the antique mantel must have been,”’ Dx 
said, as his fingers lovingly traced the faint markings. ‘“Th 
inantels were here until just last Christmas; then somebod 
in and chipped them away. 


GHOST MARKS? Hand-painted wallpaper? Ceramic tile: 
do a bunch of junior high students know all these terms? Thi 
them because they’ve thrown themselves into this project, | 

-all they could from papers and booklets on historic preserva’ 
renovation. 

“We want to be able to talk intelligently with a buyer ab 
house,”’ Dewight said, “so we can be sure the buyer under 
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house, write to Dewight Barley, 2202 Paul Harvey Ave., 
Pascagoula MS 39567. 6 "° ¢ : 

The commission members have leg necentehed the property and 
tried to find out how the house fell into such disrepair. 

The home was built on land bought by Albert Farragut from 
Valentine Delmas Jr. in 1895. It is a two-story home, which had been 
added onto over the years, but still retained its Victorian charm. 

The house has stood empty, unlived in by a family, since 1959. A 
‘sound structure, it stood untenanted and unprotected through : 
several major hurricanes, finally losing some of its Toofing slates 
and one of its extensions to Hurricane Elena. 

It has been used by other groups of young people, with not so good 
intentions — as a place to deal drugs, as a place to sneak away to for 
sex, as a place to drink beer and booze in the afternoons after class. 

The members of the commission want to make this house the 
grand house it once was, and erase all that bad history that was 
caused by neglect. Their clean-up has uncovered some glimpses of 
the grandeur that has made their work all the more urgent for each 
one of the young people. coe 


4 ’ Pa 


“LOOK HERE, ABOVE this Archies: and you can see the ” 
original wallpaper,” Dewight said. =: - : 
“That’s hand-painted wallpaper, and it’ s all over the downstairs 
of the house,” Caroline Eselin added. - 
- “There was an art show here or something several years back, * 
and the people organizing the show put up sheetrock over all the © 
walls,” Dewayne said. ‘‘But the wallpaper is still there, waiting © 
“ be uncovered and enjoyed again.”*.. wey 
Caroline and Dewight excitedly showed a ‘visitor the hand-painted 
ceramic tiles used to form a grate at the base of the several =. . 
fireplaces found in the downstairs. ** | s° ; ‘ : 
“Aren’t they beautiful?’’ Tamar Zylannoft said. : - 
“This was Tamar’s big discovery the other day,’’ Dewight said. 
“We were working all over the house, and we heard her start yelling 
_ she’d found something. i ous. and we all ran in here and there . 
-y they were. fest) Aga 2: gree Pe, a 
“We had no idea they were heise. We only uncovered the tiles when 
we started cleaning the floors.” <scy * 
* Dewight also showed his visitor around the rest of the downstairs, 
" pointing out the hardwood floors, the spacious dimensions of the 
- rooms, the lintels over windows, aoorways and closet doors et 
show this house once wa$ loved. + z 
“And look, here, on this wall over the fireplace, you can see ie E 
ghost mark where the antique mantel must have been,” Dewight ~ 
said, as his fingers lovingly traced the faint markings. “The 
mantels were here until just last Christmas; men some Broke 
in and chipped them away, s 


GHOST MARKS? Hand-painted all paper? Ceramic tiles? How" 
~do a bunch of junior high students know all these terms? They know 
them because they’ve thrown themselves into this project, learning 

- ~allthey could from pares and booklets on historic preservation : and 
renovation. | ..°.25: 4 

“We want to be “able to talk intelligently with a buyer about the 
house,’’ Dewight said, ‘‘so we can be sure the buyer understands 
what a great home this is. It’s so disappointing that it was ever 

gallomed 10 fall ee like this.” «anor 7 


a Pope. ve 


ayes PIPE, 


CAN IT BE SAVED? The » Farragut house at 2926 Babdsqouls Street 
_Seems to await the inevitable day of the wrecking ball, having stood 
_ through the years and the hurricanes. Built in the 1890s by a relative of 
Admiral David Farragut during the Victorian period, its grandeur is still 
evident despite the condition of the exterior. But now, a determined group 
of young people, calling themselves the Concerned Teens Commission, 
wants to stave off the wrecking ball by finding a buyer for the property 
who will restore the home. 
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David Glasgow Farragut 


Birth: Jul. 5, 1801 
Death: Aug. 14, 1870 


Civil War Union Navy Admiral. He is best 
known for his victory at the Battle of 
Mobile Bay during the Civil War, and for 
being the first United States Navy officer 
to be promoted to the rank of Admiral. 
Born at Campbell's Station, near 
Knoxville, Tennessee, following the 
customary practice of the day, he entered 
the Navy while still a boy, as a nine year 
old midshipman on December 17, 1810. 
While only 12 years old, he was given 
command of a captured British whaling 
ship taken by his ship, the frigate U.S.S. 
Essex during the War of 1812, and 
brought her safely to port. He made a 
great contribution to the Union victory in 
the Civil War and was to write a famous 
page in the history of the United States 
Navy. In command of the West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, with his flagship 
the U.S.S. Hartford he disproved the 
theory that forts ashore held superiority 
over naval forces, when on April 29,1862 
he ran past Fort Jackson and Fort St. 
Philip and the Chalmette, Louisiana 
batteries to take the city of New Orleans, 
Louisiana. His country honored its great 
sailor by creating for him the rank of rear 
admiral on July 16, 1862, a rank never 
before used in the U.S. Navy. On August 
5, 1864 Farragut won a great victory in 
the Battle of Mobile Bay. At that point in 
the war, Mobile, Alabama was the 
Confederacy's last major port open on the 
Gulf of Mexico. The bay was heavily 
mined (tethered naval mines were known 
as ‘torpedoes’ at the time). Farragut 
ordered his fleet to enter the bay. When 
one ship struck a mine the others began = its 
to pull back, but Farragut rose to the Added by: Ron Deavy 
occasion and shouted out the order, 

"Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!" 

The fleet succeded in entering the bay, 

and the heroic quote became famous. 

Farragut then subdued the heavy shore 

batteries at Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines 

and defeated the confederate squadron of 

Admiral Franklin Buchanan to complete 

the Union victory. Farragut became 

America's first Vice Admiral on December 

23, 1864. He was made a full admiral in 

1866 and given command of the 
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European Squadron, which was to be his 
last active service. David Glasgow 
Farragut died at the age of 69 on August 
14, 1870 in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Numerous destroyers have since been 
named U.S.S. Farragut in his honor, and 
he has been depicted on U.S. postage 
stamps twice; first on the $1 stamp of 
1903, and then on a 32 cent stamp in 
1995. There is also a state park in Idaho 
named after him. During World War II it 
was used as a naval base for basic 


Search Amazon for David Farragut 


Burial: 

Woodlawn Cemetery 

Bronx 

Bronx County 

New York, USA 

Plot: Section 14, Aurora Hill Plot, Lot 
1429-44 


Record added: Jan 1 2001 


Added by: Russ Dodge 


Added by: Russ Dodge 


There are 5 more photos not showing... 
Click here to view all images... 
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Admiral David Farragut 
1801-1870 


David Glasgow Farragut Steel Engraving Click Here 
Edited A.C. Image Copyright© 2001 by Virtualology™ 


FARRAGUT, David Glasgow, naval officer, born at Campbell's Station, near Knoxville, T 
5 July 1801; died in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 14 August 1870. His ancestry is traced to D 
Farragut, called "EI Conquistador," who served under James I., King of Aragon, in the camy 
which the Moors were expelled from Najorca and Valencia in the 18th century. The estates o1 
family were in the Balearic Islands, and among the notable members were Agustin, a theologi 
an historian; Antonio, a distinguished soldier of the 17th century; Gonzalo, bishop of Urgel; a 
magistrates of the kingdom of Majorca. But the name is now extinct in those islands. The adn 
grandfather married Juana Mesquida, and that surname appears to have superseded Farrag 


The admiral's father, George Farragut, born in Minorca, 29 September 1755; died at Point P 
West Pascagoula, La., 4 June 1817, emigrated to this country in 1776, took part in the Revolu 
war, and was the friend and companion of General Andrew Jackson during his Indian camp< 
1813 - 14. The journal of the U. S. House of Representatives for 1797 records that William C. 
Claiborne presented " the petition of George Farragut, praying that he may be allowed the bala 
due to him for services rendered the United States as muster master of the militia of the district o 
Washington [East Tennessee], employed in actual service for the protection of the frontiers of th 
States south of the Ohio, from the 1st of March 1792, to the 26th of October 1793." George Far1 
sailing master of an expedition to the Bay of Pascagoula in 1810'11, sent by Governor Claibo1 
Mississippi territory, bore a principal part in securing from the Spaniards the disputed territ 
that coast. Dr. Flood, the commissioner, wrote in his report "At the special request of the inha 
Pascagoula, by whom he is greatly beloved, I prevailed on Sailing Master George Farragut to ac 
commission of magistrate." 


George Farragut married Elizabeth Shine, of North Carolina, who bore him five children thr 
and two daughters and died in New Orleans in 1808, of yellow fever. The boyhood of David G 
Farragut lacked none of the dangers and hardships of frontier life. In his journal he says: "Ji 
that on one occasion, during my father's absence, a party of Indians came to our house, which 
somewhat isolated; when my mother, who was a brave and energetic woman, barred the door in. 
effectual manner, and sent all of us trembling little ones up into the loft of the barn while she gu 
entrance with an axe, The savages attempted to parley with her, but she kept them at bay until fir 
departed. My father arrived shortly afterward with his command (he was a major of cavalry), an 
immediately pursued the Indians, whom I believe he succeeded in overtaking and punishing." 


At the age of eight the boy accompanied his father in a small boat across Lake Pontchartrain, 
gale. "This expedition," he says in his journal, "was my first experience on salt water, and I fer 
hoped at that time it would be my last." The father, who appears to have been afraid of nothing 
or sea, and once went from New Orleans to Havana in a pirogue (a sort of canoe), was in the | 
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taking his children across the lake in all sorts of weather, saying "now was the time to conquer 
fears." At this time Sailing Master David Porter, father of Com. Porter, of the " Essex," being 
New Orleans naval station, became ill, was taken care of at Farragut's house, and died there, 
funeral being on the same day with Mrs. Farragut's. This circumstance led to a warm friends 
Com. Porter when he succeeded his father on that station, and he offered to adopt one of the | 


The eldest son, William, had already received an appointment in the navy. The choice being f 
to the two others, David promptly said that he would go, and accompanied Porter in the bom 
"Vesuwus" to Washington. There he was placed in school, and there also he was introduced t 
Hamilton, secretary of the navy, who promised to give him a midshipman's warrant as soon 4 
should complete his tenth year. Subsequently Farragut attended school in Chester, Pennsylva 
where the Porter family resided. He was but nine and a half years old when he received the p) 
appointment in the navy, 17 December 1810. In July of the next year he went to Norfolk, Virg 
company with Captain Porter, who there took command of the frigate "Essex," which cruise: 
down the coast, her men by constant practice being brought to the highest state of efficiency. 
midshipmen were sent to school in Newport, R. I., during the greater part of the winter. 


When war with England was declared in June 1812, the "Essex" was quickly made ready for 
soon captured several prizes. On this cruise Farragut discovered and frustrated a mutiny am: 
prisoners. In October the "Essex" put to sea again, under orders to join Bainbridge's squadr: 
West Indies ; but Porter failed to find the squadron, and on his own responsibility continued 

southward, doubled Cape Horn, and made a memorable cruise in the Pacific. 


Young Farragut was made prize master of one of the captured vessels, and ordered to take he 
Valparaiso, the captain to navigate her. When Farragut, who confesses that he " was a little a, 
the violent tempered old fellow," gave his first order, the captain flew into a rage, declared he 
idea of trusting himself with a dd nutshell,” and went below for his pistols. The twelve year old 
master thereupon assumed complete command, had his orders obeyed, called down to the cay 
if he came on deck with his pistols he would be thrown overboard, and thenceforth was mast¢ 
ship. 


While the " Essex" was refitting in the Marquesas Islands, Farragut and the other midshipm 
with the native boys, and became expert swimmers. The first battle in which Farragut partici 
of the "Essex" against the " Phoebe" and the "Cherub," in the harbor of Valparaiso, 28 Mar« 
was one of the bloodiest ever fought on the sea. He says in his journal: "J performed the duties 
captain's aide, quarter gunner, powder boy, and in fact did everything that was required of me. I 
never forget the horrid impression made upon me at the sight of the first man I had ever seen kil 
staggered and sickened me at first, but they soon began to fall around me so fast that it all appea 
dream, and produced no effect on my nerves. After the battle he was at work for nearly a month | 
the surgeons in the care of the wounded, when the survivors were sent to New York in the Essex 


Farragut was sent to school again at Chester, Pennsylvania, where he was not only instructed 
usual branches, but also drilled as a soldier. In April 1815, he sailed for the Mediterranean in 
"Independence," as aide to Captain William M. Crane: but she arrived too late to take part in 
Algerine war, and, after visiting Malaga, Carthagena, and Gibraltar, returned home and win 
Boston. In 1816 he visited the Mediterranean again, on board the " Macedonian," which com 
William Pinkney, U. S. minister to Naples; and in 1817 the ship made an extended cruise in tl 
stopping in almost every port, and giving officers and crew abundant opportunities to visit th 
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interest. In the autumn of that year the chaplain, Charles Folsom (q. v.), was appointed U. S. 

Tunis, and at his request Midshipman Farragut spent nine months with him, studying Frencl 
English literature, and mathematics. At this time Richard B. Jones, U. S. consul at Tripoli, wi 
Mr. Folsom :" With regard to my young friend, Farragut, if he will only apply steadily to useful 
the talents with which he is so bountifully enriched, it must, with his amiable disposition and obl 
manners, insure him the respect and esteem of all who know him, and place him, at some future 
high in the niche of fame." In a later letter the same appreciative friend spoke of Farragut as "1 
admiral." 


He attended the grand duke's ball in Pisa, and gives a humorous account of his misadventure 
time my shoe buckle caught in the flounce of the archduchess's dress. I kicked off the offending 
great elegance, and then knelt down and extricated it, with a suitable apology. Soon after this It 
grand duke's toe, and had to make another apology. Chagrined at my own awkwardness, I deteri 
retire, and looked around for my cocked hat, when I found the Countess Testa using it for foot » 
drew it to me rather unceremoniously, at which she remarked that I 'ought to feel myself highly 

complimented, and should not be offended.’ To which I replied, 'Madame, it might be so conside 
your country, but not in mine.’ " 


In the spring of 1819 Farragut made another cruise in the Mediterranean, and was made acti 
lieutenant on the brig "Shark." In 1820 he was ordered home for his examination, and sailed 
merchantman. On the voyage they were sighted and chased by a Colombian war vessel, whicl 
frightened captain supposed to be a pirate. Farragut therefore took command of the ship, mu 
crew, and prepared for resistance. When a small boat from the man-of-war came alongside, b 
grindstone and a barrel of tar ready to drop into it and sink it if they should prove to be pirat 
passed his examination, but not well enough to satisfy himself, and went to Norfolk, Virginia, 
fell in love with Miss Susan C., daughter of Jordan Marchant, whom he married three years | 


In May 1822, he was ordered to sea in the sloop-of-war "John Adams," which conveyed the n 
appointed U. S. representatives to Mexico and Guatemala. On this cruise he met General San 
(afterward president of Mexico) at Vera Cruz, and made his first acquaintance with the Gulf 
fame was to be won forty years later. After his return he obtained orders to sail in the schoon 
"Greyhound," of Com. Porter's fleet, which was preparing for a cruise against freebooters of 
Indies. They had numerous encounters with the pirates, and on one occasion Farragut was se 
at the Isle of Pines, in command of a detachment who, after making their way through swamy 
thick chaparral, found the caves and concealed houses of the robbers, drove them out, and se 
everything that would burn. Soon afterward Farragut was made executive officer of Porter's 
the "Seagull," which made a cruise to examine the reefs and shoals of the Gulf. 


In a subsequent cruise he obtained leave of absence and went to visit his friends in New Orlea 
passage in a vessel that was carrying thither the first load of bricks for the construction of Fo: 
Jackson, with which Farragut fought his first battle in the civil war. In July 1823, he was assi:; 
the command of the "Ferret," which convoyed merchantmen through the Gulf, to protect the 
pirates. He had many cases of yellow fever on board, and treated them himself, the only deat 
that of a midshipman that refused his prescription because he was not a physician. He himsel 
fever on his homeward voyage, and on his arrival was sent to the hospital in Washington, whe 
remained until his recovery. In 1825 he was commissioned lieutenant, and ordered to the frig: 
"Brandywine," Captain Charles Morris, which in September carried Lafayette home to Fran 
after that made a cruise in the Mediterranean. On his return home in May 1826, Farragut toc 
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wife to New Haven, Connecticut, to be treated for neuralgia, and remained there four months 
attending the lectures of the Yale professors. Those of Professor Silliman especially interested 
After this he spent two years at Norfolk, Virginia. He was an accomplished cook, and prepare 
food for his invalid wife, and personally took a large part of the care of her. At the same time 
established a successful school for boys on the receiving ship "Alert." When Samuel L. South 
secretary of the navy, inspected this school, he gave it what Farragut calls "one of the few, the 
compliments I ever received from the navy department or its head." 


In October 1828, he was ordered to the new sloop-of-war " Vandalia," which in December sai 
the Brazil station. The squadron went to Buenos Ayres, and was there when Rosas became di: 
the autumn of 1829 it returned to Rio de Janeiro, where Farragut witnessed the marriage of t 
Emperor Dora Pedro I., and was presented at court. In December an affection of the eyes, wh 
long troubled him, compelled him to ask for leave of absence, and he went home in a merchar 
which on the way was chased by a pirate. Farragut found four carronades and twenty-four p: 
powder on board, mounted the guns, and got everything ready for a vigorous defense; but the 
merchantman out sailed her pursuer. In December 1832 he was ordered to the " Natchez," w| 
January 1833, sailed for Charleston harbor, where she remained until the nullification troub! 
over. The vessel was next ordered to the Brazil station. Of Farragut's qualities as executive of 
this time, one of those that sailed with him wrote: "Never was the crew of a man-of-war better 

disciplined or more contented and happy. The moment all hands were called, and Farragut took 
trumpet, every man under him was alive and eager for duty. I remember well one occasion when 
the ' Natchez’ out of the harbor of Rio, which at the entrance is quite narrow, against a head wit 
maneuver termed ‘boxhauling.' There were several men-of-war in port, English and French, wh 
officers and crews were watching us closely. Many declared that the maneuver could not be succ 
accomplished, but it was done splendidly, without a balk or failure, and I shall remember to my ¢ 
the glow of pride and satisfaction which we all felt." 


In March 1834, he took command of the schooner "Boxer," which he thoroughly overhauled 

repaired in the harbor of Rio. The "Boxer" was ordered home in the summer, and for four y« 
lieutenant was in Norfolk and Washington, serving on courts-martial, waiting for sailing ord¢ 
taking care of his wife, who died in 1840. In August 1838, he was given command of the sloop 
and ordered to Tampico, because of the prospect of war between France and Mexico. There b 
minute observations of all the military and naval movements, particularly the bombardment 

castle of San Juan de Ulloa, and gave his conclusions in a long letter to Com. Barron, in whicl 
wrote: " [f we who wander about the world do not keep those at home informed of the daily impi 
in other navies, how can we hope to improve, particularly when we see men impressed with the it 
because they once gained a victory, they can do it again? So they may; but I can tell them it musi 
the means of 1838 and not those of 1812." 


He now spent two years more at home, serving on courts-martial and learning the carpenter": 
till the spring of 1841, when he became executive officer of the "Delaware," and in September 
received his commission as commander, He sailed once more for South American waters, and 
1842, received command of the " Decatur." He took every opportunity to travel in the countri 
ports he visited, and became especially familiar with South American affairs. The cruise ende 
Norfolk harbor in February 1843. There, in December of that year, he married Virginia, elde 
daughter of William Loyall, a woman of superior character and cultivation, and no little liter 
ability, who survived him fourteen years. In April 1844, he became executive officer of the " 

Pennsylvania," and at the beginning of the Mexican war in 1846 applied for command of a sh 
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active service. After much difficulty, he obtained the sloop-of-war " Saratoga," in February 1 
collected a crew, and sailed two days after his assignment, eager to capture the castle of San J 
Ulloa, which he believed could be done with three vessels; but when he arrived at Vera Cruz 1 
had just surrendered to the land forces. Farragut always thought Com. Conner had lost a gre 
opportunity in not attacking it. He says in his journal" " Of all the service I had seen since ent 
navy, this cruise was the most mortifying. As I had the ill will of my commodore" [Matthew C. P. 
was not permitted to participate in any of the expeditions and more honorable duties, but was pla 
a reef of rocks off Tuxpan, to blockade that port. When I could bear the imposition no longer, Ti 
the facts to the navy department, and asked to be relieved from under his command, or from com 
the ship. Accordingly, I was ordered home with my vessel. My letters were considered improper b 
secretary of the navy." 


Com. Perry denied that he had any prejudice against Farragut. In February5 1848, Farragut 
returned home, when he was assigned to the Norfolk navy yard for two years, and in October 
ordered to Washington to compile a book of ordnance regulations for the navy, in collaborati 
Commander T. A. Dornin and Lieuts. Barron, Harwood, and Fairfax. This work occupied th: 
and a half. When it was completed, Farragut says: "Many of the best features were overruled ¢ 
stricken out, as were also the drawings, which we considered fine illustrations. The book was hig 
commended by officers of other navies than our own" but where is it now, God only knows! For 
had the power called a new board ten years afterward, and made a few necessary changes to suit 
introduction of steam and heavy guns, and the names of the original board were obliterated." 


During those eighteen months he attended regularly the lectures at the Smithsonian institutio 
he returned to the Norfolk navy yard as ordnance officer, he gave the officers a weekly lectur 
gunnery. Lieutenant Percival Drayton was associated with him at this time in a series of expe: 
between the two officers that lasted through their lives. When the Crimean war began, in 185 
Farragut asked to be sent thither as a professional observer. This request was denied by the n 
department, “but soon afterward he was sent to establish a navy yard on the Pacific coast, the si 
being" Mare Island, in the bay of San Francisco. This task occupied him four years. During tl 
the affair of the vigilance committee took place, and he was appealed to for aid to the state au 
but he carefully refrained from all interference. 


In July 1858, he returned to the Atlantic coast, and was given command of the "Brooklyn," a 
sloop-of-war, in which he conveyed to Vera Cruz Robert M. McLane, the new U. S. minister 1 
The ship was then placed at the disposal of Mr. McLane and took him to various points on th 
that he might communicate with the American consuls. Farragut was taunted with being at tl 
and call of a civilian, and made a characteristic answer; "I can only say that Iam always at the 
the country in doing my duty, and would rather be subject to the directions of an intelligent man 
by the government for a purpose on account of his qualifications, than to be under some old fool 
floated up to his position without the first requisites, the only merit that he possesses being that h 
been in the navy all his life without having done anything to recommend him either to the goveri 
to his brother officers." From Vera Cruz he wrote:" I can't help loving my profession; but it ha 
materially changed since the advent of steam. I took as much pleasure in running into this port t 
day in a gale of wind as ever a boy did in any feat of skill. The people seemed astonished. MeLan 
would sooner have done it than anything else except to take a ship." 


Governmental affairs in Mexico were very much disturbed at this time, 1859, and Farragut w 
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great service in protecting American interests there, for which he received a letter of thanks f 
American merchants in Vera Cruz. He made another trip to Mexico in November and in Dec 
passed up the Mississippi to New Orleans, where he arrived just in time to attend the funeral 
brother William, who was retired as a lieutenant. The intimate acquaintance with the Gulf of 
and the lower Mississippi, which Farragut gained by these frequent visits, was found to be of 
inestimable value to him two years later. 


In the winter of 1860 - 1 Farragut was on waiting orders in Norfolk, Virginia. The one topic 0 
discussion there, as elsewhere throughout the country, was the impending secession of the sou 
the probability of civil war. If an amicable separation of the country should take place, he wo 
remain with the south, because his relatives were there and his home, so far as he had a home 
But he did not see how secession could be attempted without war, and in that event he held th 
allegiance was due to the National government, to which he was indebted for his naval educat 
and employment. He watched with intense interest the efforts to carry Virginia into the Confit 
and when it was accomplished he declared, "the state had been dragooned out of the Union." £ 
expressed his opinions freely, and boldly said that President Lincoln was justified in calling for t 
was told that a person with such sentiments " could not live in Norfolk." "Well, then," said he, ' 
somewhere else," and that very evening (18 April 1861) he departed with his wife and son, goi 
Baltimore, and finally taking a cottage at Hastings on the Hudson. 


He was a member of a naval retiring board in Brooklyn, but had little else to do for nearly aj 
Confederates had already sent out one privateer, the “Sumer,” Farragut, who had a theory a 
probable movements, asked the government to let him go in chase of her with a swift vessel, b 
suggestion was not approved. In December 1861, he was summoned to Washington, whence h 
hurried note to his wife: Keep your lips closed, and burn my letters, for perfect silence is to be | 
the first injunction of the secretary. I am to have a flag in the Gulf, and the rest depends upon m 
Keep calm and silent. I shail sail in three weeks." For some time a formidable expedition had b 
preparation, intended to reduce the defenses of New Orleans and capture that place, which w 
the largest City in the south. The expeditions included twenty-one schooners, each carrying a 
mortar, under command of Commander (now Admiral) David D. Porter. Farragut had no fai 
efficacy of these mortars, but, as a great deal of time and money had been spent in their prep: 
he accepted the fleet as he found it. 


He sailed from Hampton Roads, 2 February 1862, in the steam sloop-of-war " Hartford." 1,9 
which from that title till the close of the war was his flagship. She had a speed, under steam al 
eight knots, or with steam and sail combined, of eleven knots. She carried twenty-two nine inc 
Dahlgren guns, two twenty pounder Parrots, and a rifled Sawyer gun on the forecastle; and F 
had her fore and maintops protected with boiler iron and armed with howitzers. His orders ii 
him to ‘collect such vessels as can be spared from the blockade, and proceed up the Mississippi. 
reduce the defenses which guard the approaches to New Orleans, when you will appear off that | 
take possession of it under the guns of your squadron As you have expressed yourself perfectly si 
with the force given to you, and as many more powerful vessels will be added before you can con 
operations, the department and the country require of you success." 


A military force of 15,000 men, designed to cooperate with the fleet in capturing New Orleans 
garrison the place after it should be taken, sailed in transports from Fort Monroe, on 20 Febr 
commanded by General Benjamin F. Butler. The place of rendezvous was Ship Island, which 
one hundred miles northeast of the mouths of the Mississippi. At the last great bend in the Ri 
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thirty miles above the mouth, stood Fort Jackson on the right bank and Fort St. Philip on the 
single fort at this point had held the British forces in check for nine days in 1814 - 15, though 
threw a thousand shells into it. Fort Jackson was a bastioned fortification, built of brick, with 
casemates and glacis, rising twenty-five feet above the water. Fort St. Philip was smaller, and 
nineteen feet. The whole number of guns in the two works was about 115, which were of varic 
and sizes, but mostly smoothbore thirty-two pounders. Above the forts lay a Confederate flee 
fifteen vessels, including an ironclad ram and a large, unfinished floating battery covered wit! 
iron. Below the forts two iron chains were stretched across the River, supported on eight hulk 
anchored abreast. Two hundred Confederate sharpshooters kept constant watch along the ba 
several fire rafts were ready to be lighted and sent down against the fleet. 


To pass these obstructions and fight his way to the City, Farragut had six sloops-of-war, sixte 
gunboats, twenty-one mortar schooners, and five other vessels, carrying in all over 200 guns. | 
the largest expedition that had ever sailed under the United States flag, but it did not include 
ironclad, and while it was mainly built for sea service, its task now was to operate in a River ¥ 
shoals and a shifting channel. To get the larger vessels over the bar at Southwest pass, it was) 
to lighten them as much as possible, and then drag them over through a foot of mud. With th: 
Pensacola" alone, this process occupied two weeks. The "Colorado" could not be taken over a 
mortar schooners were towed up the stream to a point within reach of the forts, and began to 
their places and open fire on 18 April. 


There was a stretch of woods between them and the forts, and their masts were trimmed with 
to prevent them from being distinguished. The gunners could not see the forts, but fired with 
computed aim, the result of careful observation and triangulation by a coast survey officer. T 
shells weighing 285 pounds, and kept up a constant fire for six days and nights, throwing nea! 
shells. This resulted in disabling fifty-three of the garrison and destroying some of the buildin 
not in materially damaging the forts. Farragut was impatient with this operation, as it only se 
give the enemy warning, and he found the greatest difficulty in preventing collisions in his fle 
dozen fire rafts were sent down, but boats’ crews tackled them, and either towed them ashore 
them out to sea. 


Perhaps no commander was ever so completely master of every detail as Farragut. He could | 
taken the place and performed the duties of any man in the fleet. He issued orders in which m 
directions were given for every contingency that he could anticipate, and in addition to this hi 
officers use their own ingenuity. They whitewashed the decks (for the attack was to be in the! 
took other precautions, the most important of which were those intended to protect the boiler 
machinery. Not only was the coal so placed as to guard these, but also all the spare chains wei 
stoppered" up and down the side amidships. In the night of 20 April Captain Henry H. Bell w: 
silently up the River with boat screw and unfastened the chains to make an opening for the fl 
through. 


In the night of the 23d, LieutCom. C. H. B. Caldwell was sent up to see if the way was still cle: 
signaled that it was; but the enemy discovered him and opened fire, at the same time sending 
rafts and lighting two large piles of wood near the ends of the chain, so that the whole scene w 
as bright as day. But the fleet was now ready for the attack, and at half past three o'clock in t 
morning it was under way. The first division, consisting of eight vessels, was commanded by (¢ 
Theodorus Bailey; the second, three vessels, was led by Farragut's flagship; the third, six vess 
commanded by Captain Bell. As the line of battle passed through the opening in the chain, it: 
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within reach of the guns of the forts, and each vessel in succession was subjected to a raking f 
became entangled among the rafts and did not get free in time to make the passage, another r 
shot in her boiler and was compelled to drop downstream again, while a third, being delayed 
daylight, attempted to pass up alone and was driven back by a destructive fire. With these ex: 
the whole line moved steadily up the River, sailing close to the forts and pouring in broadside 
and grapeshot that at times swept the bastions clear of the enemy and silenced the guns. 


After passing by the forts, the fleet was subjected to a raking fire similar to that which it had 
encountered in the approach, and no sooner had it gone beyond the range of this than it encoi 
the Confederate fleet. But of this it made short work ; some of the enemy's vessels were drive! 
some were run down, and others were riddled with shot. The flagship "Hartford" grounded o 
and at the same time the ram " Manassas" pushed a fire raft against her. But the flames were 
promptly extinguished and the vessel gotten off into deep water, when a steamer approached 
smoke and darkness crowded with men, evidently intending to board her. She at once plantec 
shell in the stranger, which exploded, and the vessel disappeared. 


The "Hartford" then passed on upstream, firing right and left into the enemy's gunboats. The 
Brooklyn" encountered several of these, into one of which she sent eleven shells at a single dis: 
all of which exploded, and the gunboat ran ashore in flames. The "Mississippi," a side wheel s 
encountered the ram "Manassas," and received a blow that disabled her machinery; but she: 
broadside through the ram, and promptly boarded it and set it on fire, so that it drifted down 
River and exploded the gun boat "Varuna,” of Farragut's fleet, was rammed by two Confede: 
gunboats and sank in fifteen minutes. At daylight the fleet continued on its way up the River, 
Captain Bailey, leading in the "Cayuga," captured a Confederate regiment en camped on the 


On the morning of the 25th the Chahnette batteries, three miles below the City, were attackec 
silenced, and an hour later New Orleans itself was at the mercy of Farragut's guns. This expl 
cost the National fleet 37 men killed and 147 wounded, and one vessel sunk out of the sevente: 
Confederate fleet was completely destroyed. At noon the surrender of the City was demanded 
mayor, and Captain Bailey was sent ashore to hau] down the Louisiana flag and raise the star 
stripes over the public buildings. A troublesome correspondence with the mayor ensued, and 
was glad to turn over the City to General Butler as soon as the troops could be brought up, o1 
evening of 1 May. The forts had surrendered to Com. Porter on the 28th. It appears that this 
capture of New Orleans changed the purpose of the Emperor Napoleon who was about to rec 
Confederacy and take measures to raise the blockade. 


Farragut wanted to take his fleet at once to Mobile, capture that place, and close the port to h 
runners; but the government was anxious to open the Mississippi through its whole length, ar 
ships were therefore kept in the River for some months. 


Before daylight, on 28 June 1862, he ran by the batteries at Vicksburg with eight vessels, join: 
Charles H. Davis's fleet of ironclads above the City. In this passage Farragut's fleet was unde 
about two hours, and lost fifteen men killed and thirty wounded. On 15 July finding that noth 
be effected at Vicksburg by the fleet alone, he ran the batteries again, descending the River to 
Orleans. The next day he was commissioned rear admiral. 


On 14 March 1863, to assist General N. P. Banks in his siege of Port Hudson, Farragut attem) 
run by the batteries at that place with seven vessels three sloops-of-war, each with a gunboat. 
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the portside, and the side wheel steamer "Mississippi." By this arrangement, if a vessel were c 
the gunboat could take her out of the fight. But they met so destructive a fire that only the "H 
and her attendant gunboat succeeded in getting by. The "Mississippi" ran aground and was b 
and the others were compelled to drop down stream. With the " Hartford" and the "Albatross 
Farragut proceeded up stream and blockaded the mouth of Red River, thus preventing Conft 
supplies from coming down, or re-enforcements from going up to the army of General Richai 
General Grant and Admiral Porter sent down coal and provisions to him, on barges that drifi 
the Vicksburg batteries in the night. Subsequently he assisted General Banks in the investmei 
Hudson, till it was surrendered, 8 July. The Mississippi was now open to navigation through ij 
length. 


Admiral Porter took Farragut's place at, New Orleans, while Farragut sailed for New York i 
"Hartford," arriving in August. When the flagship was examined at the navy yard, it was fou 
she had been struck 240 times by shot and shell during her nineteen months of service. Farra; 
given public welcome home and receptions by the New York chamber of commerce and comr 
citizens, and rested five months while the ship was refitted. In January 1864, he returned to tl 
visited Ship Island and Pensacola, establishing depots of supplies, and prepared for his long n 
attack on the defenses of Mobile. In May the Union League club of New York sent a beautiful 
with a gold and silver scabbard and the hilt set in brilliants, to him. About this time he wrote; 
one asks what I am doing, answer, Nothing but waiting for the world to turn round till it comes + 
do something." 


He reconnoitered the forts, and declared that an attack would be useless till he had some iron 
These came at last, as did also the troops under General Gordon Granger for the land attack. 
defenses of the bay consisted mainly of two forts Morgan at the eastern side of the entrance, a 
Gaines at the western three miles apart. From Fort Gaines eastward to a point near Fort Mor 
stretched a line of piles and a double line of torpedoes. A red buoy indicated the point where | 
terminated, and the blockade-runners were accustomed to pass in by the narrow channel bet 
buoy and Fort Morgan. Inside of these defenses lay the Confederate ironclad ram " Tennesse. 
three wooden gunboats. As at New Orleans, Farragut issued general orders containing the mi 
instructions for every contingency. 


His seven sloops-of-war the " Brooklyn" leading and the " Hartford" coming second were to : 
line, each sloop having a gunboat lashed on the port side, to take her through if her machiner 
be disabled. The ” Brooklyn" was given the lead because she had four chase guns and a contr: 
picking up torpedoes. The four ironclad monitors, "Tecumseh," "Manhattan," " Winnebago,' 
"Chickasaw," formed another line to the right of the line of wooden ships, between them and 
Morgan. Six steamers were placed south and east of that work, to keep up a flank fire upon it 
daylight on 5 August everybody in the fleet was astir, and at half past five the signal was give 
advance. 


An hour later the combatants were within range, and the firing began immediately, and was ] 
destructive on both sides. The admiral mounted into the port main rigging, in order to see ov 
smoke, and as this increased he gradually mounted higher. Captain Drayton, to prevent his f: 
the deck in ease of being wounded, sent up a quartermaster with a piece of lead line, which w: 
fast to one of the shrouds and passed around the admiral, to prevent such an accident. The 

commanders had all been instructed to keep to the east of the red buoy but the leading monit: 
eagerness to engage the Confederate ram, passed west of it, struck a torpedo, and suddenly w 
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down. A little later the "Brooklyn" stopped, and this seemed likely to throw the whole line in 
confusion. " What is the trouble ?" was shouted through a trumpet from the " Hartford.".... 
Torpedoes ! " was the answer. "Damn the torpedoes !" exclaimed Farragut. "Four bells ! Capi 
Drayton, go ahead! Jouett, full speed!" Thus the "Hartford" passed the "Brooklyn," took her | 
the head of the line, and led the fleet into the bay. 


Every vessel suffered from the enemy's fire as it approached the fort, poured in rapid broads} 
silenced the Confederate guns when it was abreast of the work, and suffered again from rakix 
after it had passed. Inside of the bay, the signal Chase enemy’s gunboats was given and the la 
that held the gunboats to the sloops were cut with axes and the former made off for their prey 
Confederate gunboat was captured one was sunk, and another ‘driven under the guns' of the 
There was a brush with the ironclad ram, but it was not serious, and the fleet came to anchor 
miles up the bay. Farragut was planning to attack the ram as soon as it should be dark enoug 
prevent the garrison of the fort from seeing which was friend and which foe; but the ram anti 
him, steaming directly for the flagship in the midst of the fleet. The admiral at once gave orde 
every ship to attack her, not only with shot but also by ramming, and a desperate contest enst 
ram had the advantage in that she was sure of striking an enemy with every blow, while the fl 
avoid running and firing into one another. Their shot had no effect on the sloping iron sides o 
monster, and when the wooden vessels rammed her they splintered their own bows and only | 
over. But the monitors, with their enormous guns, shot away her smokestack and steering ap] 
and jammed her shutters, while one fifteen inch shot actually penetrated her armor. Her com 
was wounded, her crew could do nothing in the smoke that filled their vessel, and she display: 
flag and surrendered. 


In the fight the " Lackawanna" had accidentally run into the flagship and cut her down near! 
water's edge. The victory cost the National fleet 335 men, including 52 killed by shot and 113 

in the " Tecumseh." The Confederate fleet lost 10 killed, 16 wounded, and 280 prisoners. The 
forts is unknown. A few days later they were surrendered. Farragut in his official report awa: 
most generous praise to all that had assisted in winning the victory. He said: "The commandir 
of all the vessels that took part in the action deserve my warmest commendations, not only for th 
zeal with which they had prepared their ships for the contest, but for their skill and daring in car 
my orders during the engagement," and he mentioned every one of them specially. He also wre 
witnessed the terrible effects of the enemy's shot, and the good conduct of the men at their guns; 
although no doubt their hearts sickened, as mine did when their shipmates were struck down bes 
yet there was not a moment's hesitation to lay their comrades aside and spring again to their dea 
The quartermaster that tied him in the rigging says he saw the admiral come on deck just as the . 
the "Hartford" were being laid out, and " it was the only time I ever saw the old gentleman cry, : 
came in his eyes like a little child." 


Henry Howard Brownell was on board the flagship as an acting ensign, and described the bat 
of his finest poems, "The Bay Fight." The fleet could not capture the City of Mobile as New O 
had been, because of shoal water and obstructions in the channel. But the purpose of the oper 
stop the passage of blockade-runners and so close another main avenue of supply to the Conf 
was accomplished. The accompanying view of the " Hartford" shows the ship, as she appeare 
Mobile bay after the battle. The stunted appearance of her masts is due to the fact that her to 
were housed. Her hull was painted lead color. 
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In November as Farragut's health was failing, the department ordered him home, and on 12 ] 
reached New York, where he was given a public reception, and a purse of $50,000 was presen 
for the purchase of a home in the City. A bill creating the grade of vice-admiral was passed b: 
on 22 December and the next day President Lincoln signed it, and nominated Farragut for th 
which nomination the senate at once confirmed. When Richmond fell into the hands of the Nz 
forces, Farragut, who was on the James, with General George H. Gordon, procured horses, a 
thither post haste, entering the City a short time before the president got there. A few days la 
visited his old home, Norfolk, and was given a public reception by the naval and military offic 
and those of the citizens who had remained true to the Union. In the course of his speech he s: 
meeting recalls to me the most momentous events of my life, when I listened in this place till the. 
hours of the morning, and returned home with the feeling that Virginia was safe and firm in her 
the Union. Our Union members of the convention were elected by an overwhelming majority, an 
believed that everything was right. Judge, then, of our astonishment in finding, a few days later, 

state had been voted out by a miserable minority, for want of firmness and resolution on the part 
whom we trusted to represent us there, and that Virginia had been dragooned out of the Union I 
by a brother officer that the state had seceded, and that I must either resign and turn traitor to th 
government which had supported me from childhood, or I must leave this place. Thank God, Iw 
long in making my decision! I have spent half of my life in revolutionary countries, and I know i 
horrors of civil war, and I told the people what I had seen and what they would experience. They 
at me, and calird me 'granny' and ' croaker'; and I said, 'I can not live here, and will seek some 
place where I can live.' I suppose they said I left my country for my country's good, and, thank G 
did!" 


On 6 July 1865, the Union club of Boston gave a dinner to the admiral, at which Oliver Wend 


are lessening in the light The names of high renown Van Tromp's proud besom pales from sight 
Benbow's half hull down. Scarce one tall frigate walks the sea, or skirts the safer shores. Of all t. 
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victory. Our stout old commodores. Hull, Bainbridge, Porter where are they? The answering bill. 
still bright in memory's sunset ray, God rest each gallant soul! A brighter name must dim their h 
more than noontide ray The Viking of the River Fight, The Conqueror of the Bay. I give the nan 
him best Ay, better than his own The Sea King of the sovereign West, Who made his mast a throi 


On 25 July 1866, congress created the grade of admiral, before unknown in the U. S. navy, an 
rank was given to Farragut. The next year he was assigned to the European squadron, hoistet 
on the "Franklin," and made a long cruise in European waters. By special permission of the 
Mrs. Farragut and her cousin, Mrs. Pennock, wife of his fleet captain, Alexander M. Pennock 
accompanied them. They visited the principal European capitals, and were everywhere receiy 
the highest honors. One of the most interesting incidents of the cruise was a visit to the Island 
Minorca, the home of Farragut's ancestors, where the whole population turned out to welcom 
the summer of 1869 the admiral and Mrs. Farragut visited Velejo, California His last official 
to take charge of the naval obsequies of George Peabody, when the remains arrived at Portlai 
Maine, in January 1870. The next summer he spent in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the gues 
Admiral Pennock. An old sailor, who had charge of the dismantled sloop-of-war "Dale," lyin; 
harbor, says that one day the admiral wandered on board, and on stepping ashore again rem: 
That is the last time I shall ever tread the deck of a man-of-war," 


The foreboding proved true, and not long afterward he quietly passed away. The remains we) 
conveyed to New York, and, after a public funeral, were finally deposited in Woodlawn cemet 
Admiral Farragut had a strongly religious nature, believing in the constant guidance of Divin 
Providence. At the time of his death he was a communicant of the Protestant Episcopal Churi 
one of the few great heroes of the world whose character has never been clouded by the slight 
suspicion of a want of honesty or personal purity. Many entertaining anecdotes are told of hii 
we consider the novel and complicated problems that confronted him in naval warfare, and tl 
providential manner in which he seemed to have been schooled for them through a long life w 
remember how other commanders merely fought line against line in simple though courageo1 
fashion, while he contended with casemated forts, fire rafts, fleets, and hidden torpedoes, all ¢ 
and conquered them all, we can hardly refuse to pronounce him the greatest naval command 
world has ever seen. 


There is a colossal bronze statue of the admiral in Farragut square, Washington, executed by 
Ream, and paid for by a congressional appropriation. There is one of heroic size in Madison $ 
New York, executed by Augustus St. Gauden, paid for by a subscription raised among the citi 
the chancel of the Church of the Incarnation, New York is a mural tablet containing a bas-rel 
likeness by Launt Thompson. William Page's original picture of "Farragut's Entry into Mobil. 
now in the possession of the emperor of Russia; a replica is still owned by Mr. Page's family. ' 
authorized life of the admiral is that by his son, Loyal] Farragut, which includes his journals ; 
of his letters (New York, 1879). See also James E. Montgomery's "Cruise of the Franklin" (Ne 
1869), and "The Batile of Mobile Bay," by Com. Foxhall A. Parker (Boston, 1878). -- Edited AC 
Biography Copyright© 2001 by Virtuaiology™ 
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<sPrint Now! 


this page was printed from 
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0818290.html 


Encyclopedia 
. [far'ugut] 
Farragut, David Glasgow PronuncisHBi Rey 


Farragut, David Glasgow , 1801-70, American admiral, b. near Knoxville, Tenn. Appointed a 
midshipman in 1810, he first served on the frigate Essex, commanded by David Porter, his self- 
appointed guardian, and participated in that ship's famous cruise in the Pacific in the War of 1812. 
Farragut commanded his first vessel in Porter's Mosquito Fleet, which operated (1823-24) against 
the pirates in Gulf and Caribbean waters. In the Mexican War he had minor commands on blockade 
duty. The navy yard at Mare Island, Calif., was established by Farragut in 1854, and he was 
commandant there till 1858. On Virginia's secession Farragut, a Union sympathizer, moved from 
Norfolk, where he had made his home ashore, to Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y. Yet his Southern 
connections placed him under suspicion, and he did not receive an important assignment until Jan., 
1862. Then the Dept. of the Navy gave him command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, with 
orders to ascend the Mississippi River and reduce New Orleans. By Apr. 18, 1862, Farragut's fleet, 
consisting of 17 vessels and a mortar flotilla under David Dixon Porter, had reached forts Jackson 
and St. Philip, situated on opposite sides of the Mississippi just below New Orleans. When the 
mortars failed to reduce the forts, Farragut decided to try to get by them in the dark. This action 
was accomplished on Apr. 24, with the loss of only three vessels. The Confederate flotilla was then 
defeated in a hot engagement, and on Apr. 25, Farragut anchored at New Orleans. The forts 
surrendered on Apr. 28, and on May i, Union troops under Gen. Benjamin F. Butler entered the 
city. Farragut's attempt to reduce Vicksburg in May-June, 1862, failed. But in Mar., 1863, he 
successfully ran two ships past the batteries at Port Hudson and by thus controlling the Mississippi 
between that point and Vicksburg contributed to Ulysses S. Grant's ultimate success in the 
Vicksburg campaign. Farragut had succeeded in stifling Confederate blockade-running in the Gulf of 
Mexico, except at its chief source, Mobile, and he moved on that port in 1864. Mobile Bay was 
strongly defended by forts Gaines and Morgan, a double row of torpedoes (mines), and a 
Confederate flotilla commanded by Franklin Buchanan. Farragut, disregarding the torpedoes (with 
the famous cry “Damn the torpedoes”), forced these defenses and defeated Buchanan for his 
crowning victory on Aug. 5, 1864. The forts surrendered shortly afterward, and though the city 
itself did not fall until Apr., 1865, blockade-running was effectively ended there. Farragut was 
easily the outstanding naval commander of the war. He was the first officer in the U.S. navy to 
receive the ranks of vice admiral (1864) and admiral (1866). 


See biographies by his son Loyall Farragut (1879), A. T. Mahan (1892, repr. 1970), C. L. Lewis (2 
vol,, 1941-43), and C. Martin (1970). 


The Columbia Efectronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed. Copyright © 2005, Columbia University Press. All rights reserved. 
More on David Glasgow Farragut from Infoplease: 


e Firsts in America - This selection is based on our editorial judgment. Other 
sources may list different firsts. Admiral ... 


See more Encyclopedia articles on: U.S. History: Biographies 
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David Farragut, Sailor / Civil War Figure 


e Born: 5 July 1801 

e Birthplace: Campbell's Station, Tennessee 

e Died: 14 August 1870 

« Best Known As: The Civil War admiral who said, “Damn the torpedoes...” 


Name at birth: James Glasgow Farragut 


American naval officer David Farragut is remembered for his Civil War victory at Mobile Bay and his rallying 
cry, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" Farragut was a lifelong sailor, a boy-veteran of the War of 1812 
and a career naval officer. A southerner, he nevertheless fought for the Union during the Civil War. His first 
great success as a commander came with the capture of New Orleans in 1862; his victory led to his 
promotion to rear admiral, making him the U.S. Navy's first such officer. Farragut's attempts to then take 
Vicksburg were unsuccessful, but in 1864 he captured the defenses at Mobile, Alabama. During the Mobile 
Bay battle, one of Farragut’s lead ships struck a mine -- then called a torpedo -- and sank, causing confusion 
among Union sailors. To rally them to order, Farragut shouted to his flag captain, "Damn the torpedoes! Full 
speed ahead, Drayton!" and proceeded to sail through the minefield and on to victory. In December of 1864, 
Farragut was promoted to vice admiral (another first), and in 1866 he became the nation’s first admiral, 
although he was no longer in active service. 


Farragut changed his first name to David as a boy, in honor of his sea-faring guardian, family friend David 
Porter... Some sources list Farragut's birthplace simply as "Near Knoxville, Tennessee.” According to a 2001 
article in The Knoxville News-Sentinel, "Farragut was born in 1801 in a farmhouse at what is now known as 
Lowe's Ferry... His birthplace was designated as Campbell Station, which at the time was the nearest post 
office." The nearby town of Farragut, named in his honor, is about 10 miles from Knoxville. 
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principal | sufferer. | be made un un extensive scale, aud sev-| New York, Nov. 3.—The fancral of Vir 
most sensibly the eral thonsand peu sls from the West and | ginia Loyal Farragut. widow uf Admiral 
eS = North will find ont whetber the coun!ry | Farragut, took place to-diy from the) 
orroption’s poisoned fringing Mississippi Sonod is a heslthy |eburech of the ineurvation. Among the 
ritals, bat bas been aud confortable, winter residence. If| pa'l-beurers wore D, O. Mills, Chief Jas- 
l he we cun only conyince them that it is, we thee Daily, Com. Young sue Admirais 
nd herself of ber lay expect'them buck ovxt winter, and, penoee elie Mgr Rou doer Eig 
ae [ngrapenp eer barca tcbier ser 
t . lence, all, the ra’ e owners of | wi Gen. Martin T. h i ane = 
therefore, surprised, cottages, everybody interested in Bay Ss.) mira! Purter. The body was lnverred In 
that she lias not in| Lonis, Pass Christiea, Biloxl. and other | '* Wootluwn Cemetery. a 
Mowed herself to be | Galt Covet townn, van wolt afford to-de | - Mra. Virginian Farragut: fawn 
lecoyed trom the po- 
so long maintained 


everything possible-to make the coming | sant of Mr W. Farragut ‘of Moss 
winter over the Lake apesially attractive} Point. - She, has ‘other. relatives 
; Ai [and pleasant. (SAC. | here who will egret to twee ot ber 
eh Gating Palen | han BESS ST DENS she ener Tee 
Ny the long ill-fated Yemodtatic angority of 3,000, -The 
itiner. On thie mr entire Democtatta tiokes ts elected. | 
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from the county are wot set dy, bre 
trou reliable mformation rhe coun 
ty has gene Dearoeratic by at 
Maris 
negroes voted the sirsgle deme 
cratic HeEket, 

NOAUHEE COUNTY, 

Macon, Miss, Nov. d.—Noxtaber | 
commty woes Demoeratio ty at least | 
1200 majmity., Many colored peo: 
soed the entire Democratic 
ticket, ROC. Patty, chanman ot 
The Bounty executive committee, 
has recerved nalviees Clow virions 
parts of tbe distriet, all showing | 
heavy Democratic majorities. Att 
quiet. 

CARROLL COUNTY. 

Vaiden, Nov. 4.—Bighteen han 
dred vores were polled io this (Car- 
roll) county. Of this Blalne gets 
about 500. This plooe gives Oleve- 
lang 33L and Blaide 88. Barry for 
Congress, is considerably ahead of 
the ticket. Everything — pinsed 
quietly, Pa . 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Winom, Nov, 4.—The elvotion | 
wae the moat quiet ever held in the 
connty. The Demeenitic najority 
is nbout 1000. A very light vote 
was polled, | 

: ; { 
Fiith District. | 
LAUDERDALE CUUNTY. 

Meridian, Nov 4.—The election | 
paasett off very quietly in this city. 
A light vote was polled, and uo 
undae exvitement. The democratic 
electors receiveil 621, the repute 
ean electors 70. For Congreas— 
Bingteton 606, Smith 76. No re) 
turns im fro any uf the county 
boxes. 


” CLARKE COUNTY. 

dJuckson, Nov.- 4.—Quitman, in 
Clarke caunty, given Singleton | 
item.) ated Oleveland 167 majority. | 
uckatunne 48 majurity tur the | 
BAIR. ve | 
HOLMKS COUNTY, ; 
‘Lexington, Nov. 4.—The  elee- 
tion at thin bex, the Republican 
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stronghold in this county, was the 
gnietent had ter,yeura, Quly 43 
votes were polled, nbont one fourth | 
ab the registered votes, The Dem: | 
onrain bave a unjyrity of 40. The. 
conuty wlll go Democratic by about 
Darant, Nov. 4.—The election at | 
thig phice paeset off vers quietly. | 
Thia box -went Republican by 153, 
majority. ; 
LP bige | 
fos" ” @ixth District, 
- 72, PIRR county : 
— Owkha, Nov, 4£—The election 
paasell off very quietly, more voter. 
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‘add immeasurably to che Statels 
The following is what the 
Benator suys avder tbe lead of 


The M, nud O. Road traverses a 
siaall portion of it dear the euatern 
border; the NE. Road traverses 
ic dingonally,atod all along its bine 
are springing ap flourishing towne; 
eiw wills ereales being erected: yi 
1, nad terpentine dintileyiea 5. Lat 
there ise large portion ot Chis, sec. 
tion suo remote frew transnurta- 
tion, and conmeqnently remeinenin 
developed with all iis maguibceut 
rexources. Lhe Gulf aud shlp 
ied road would do much to de 

ytop the country, but eves that 
will be tonad ‘iaxerfilvient in. tue 
wear foture, Tan. sore the shite 
could pursite ng winer, fp vlc, vo tts 
to cduse thin read to” eo pbeddtty 
butt. Lt stould nat. sty av Beat., 
don, Lut ghonld alad Leneorriagt est 

sith Jacko, and -prolengyil |, 
theaiil Svort, Leake, Newhwbea 
Wiaston fo sone cits il tre-iprt)t, 

eastere part of: the Srate, er wheal, 
mouid be better, coutiuvue 19 Eaat- 
port, on the - ‘Tennenres rei “trl, 
that’ wax done, it Wonk! teve a 
mogoifeent connection fort teaffi¢ 
with the watehs of the Tejreanee 
and Olio wud it could be the short 
ext railway copnretion becween (he 
worted uavigation of thosd’ Aversa 
mn the Qutts; ant it wonid teud, 
Pen pol depres, ta deceit our 
Srate and bail a ceaport da Che 
Galf, The Pearl and Lent vin 
Crickasata rivera are capable ot 
beige tale uavigsdble, and ty tune 
win be ao ued, bat this will vote 
rather ather tie full deselopinent 
of this seerivn Chan before. Qa the 
whole Dregard this aection ot Mis: 
aissippins having ao bright future 
before it, 
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We presume there is scarcely any 
class ot people in Mississipyt Une 
ssork fier, live poorer aigt leave 
we little ft tue world’s ijt ioe. 
hind theupas the newspaper men, 
vou Set, somehuw, Chev: have come 
to be resurded aaa kind jot prival- 
edged class wliose tizbtsfslould be 
curtailed if possible. ‘ 

Kivenia some inaranees they are 
taunted Oy their contempotiries as 
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;/Toink well of veursel!, Strike ont. 
Assume your own position, Put 
pulatoes to a eart, yo over ar rougls 
rou and the anefl oues goto the 


Fire above the mark you 
intend to hit. Hnergy, invincible 
deteriniwatlon, with a right motive 
are the motives that move the 
work, Dou't swear, Don't deceive. 
Dou't reud vovela. Don’t marry 
autil you ed sport a wife. Be 
civil Read the pitts. Advertise 
your busivess, Make fins pad 
do good with if. Love your God 
and feliow-men. Love troth and 
virtue. Love your county and 
obey its lawa, 


om --— 
SUNLIGUT IN STABLES. -—— We tried 
AD eXperiweht soare years since 10 
test. the wbsence of auntiahton a 
eall, Wo lad two deep red calves 
of tle name age (xisty days), one 
witching 180 ponndas aad the other 
$88 pounda, | Tue hitter we ydaced 
du wdark room, with a trough thet 
vould be filled by a apout tarough 
The other waa con- 
(npdoin the asme amount ol space, 
but in dall fight, and beech were ted 
ushexnethy alike for the next Cheer 
wonths” The object war to test the 
effect of Ught apon such a prowling 
aninal.. Atthe ead of three months 
the one in tha light: weighed 430 
poouds aad its eplog tad landed to 
lon verse pale, db re-etit Lee yer 
were soo amneh affected Ciat when 
wduitted-te che liztt i kept them 
clouded most of the time for (he frst 
week of two, The two calves were 
kepton toyerber, Git Che one tram 
the dark root vever fully resover- 
ed jin deed ted color, thoagh the 
color improvert.  Auy oue who to 
ted these two calves during chis 
experiment Y ersdoubt the 
impu of tblea. Dive 
Sé hk Journal, 


dark 


Virgina I Lesyitl Farragut, 
the widow rit Admiral Farragut, 
died in New York ov Friday list, 
in the Olsat year of her age, Mra, 
Farragnt lit not been well For 
several mouths, although doing 
the sumtaer she visited several re- 
sorts by the seasude aad tola a, 
Alter her ceturn ahe failed rapidly. 
Msg Farragut wag oa daugbrer of 
Weillsna Loval, a resident of Nor- 
lolk, Va., where she was bore and 
reaneat Theco she wet and was 
married to Adaril Farragut. She 
was aecastomed to visit her hus: 
end ont the several atationa to 


of or ak tliat isa joke; fur dt auy 
bewstiaper ian in the State. ever 
trade “uy monty -vut eff egrporn 
tion hie wate ha neser been piven, 
Baj one Legislatare afive3 another 
haw given €.ideues of $ 
we allude to, Althdagh. 
papers of the State, with 
excepliony, vroved us ‘thd 
versity as the adest obavgneous 
toady to hia patroa in prasgerityy 
set were a lite afraal ti 
Demoutney ‘at Misaisaippihas ‘not 
that gevaiae regard tor the. Pre 
that they ghonld bave, The aver 
age emiitor With aa possens that 
ardeut love -for Demouiacy tat 
hothing cat change. He fights its 
battles wf ull times and on all ovca- 
signs, When anecessful, he re- 
jaioes, shen detoated he monrns, 
and yet in the bour of triamph in- 
stend ot receiving the Rewards he 
merits he is repaid by beityg luoked 
upon aith eyes of eusploign, The 
Republican yutty wax wuch more 
Woerat To the “eralt tian “the 
Democrata lave ever been. True 


ery Tew 


toad. 


whith he wis sent, aml took ati ee 
pecial intereet in bia action during 
the war, de used to say she was 
of great. help to him daring those 
staumy times Alter tha’ war she 
‘nitde a trip to Earope with bim in 
the’ Franklin, and) was presented, 
with fim, #t the vurions coarts 
amd ‘received everywhere with 
much atteatton, Her Jite in New 
York baw been a quiet one aince 
the Admiral’a death, Sha wil be 
pliced at bis side in Woodlaw 
zeipetery. 


~ ASSIGNMENT oF 7 DANNER 
Land AND LUMBER COMPANY.- Lhe 
tagignment ot the Danner Land 
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AND SHIPPERS OF 
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Fresh Oysters, Shrimp and F 
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ATTENTION OYSTERMEN AND FISHERME 


We are ready to make’ contracts for your (ll eatch tr 


date til July 2, 1885, 


Scranton, Misa’, Ortuber 3, 1864, = Xe. 
J. J. LOVETT’, 


Pascagoula Street, Scrantan, 


r 


—Dealer fu— 


Groceries, Dry Goods, Fe: 


Notions, Shoes, Hardware, Crockery, Glas’ 
Watches and Clocks, Cigara, Tobacco, and Qovernt VWarchin lias 


Highest. price paid for Country Produce. 
’ Quoda delivere | free ty Moss Pasut, Soranton anit ths Sea 


NEW VENICE SA‘ 
MESS... 


SCRANTON, 


C. T. IRVING & BRO., Propri 


Would avnonuce to the public that they are prenared to Gil ord: 
PINE AND CYPRESS LUrBEX 
At re: sonable risa: Also 
a>) EY” ESR EC OUTS WHE 2s aT 
ALSO PROPRIETOR OF 


NEW VENICE MARIN™ WE 


ANl kinds of Vesae)s banied ont and repaired st short notica. 


Ore. 


M 


Persone wishing Veascis of Barges built, will do well to give me call. Saticfaction 
every cane. 
Prompt attention paid te all onters __ Aug, it 


M. V. B. CAREY, 


\Detmas Avenue ‘SCRANTON 


——DEALER I 


\ Dry Goods and Notio 


BOOTS. SHOES, HATS, CLOTHING, FRESH GRE v4 
\ FEED CA NNED GOODS, TINWARE, HARDWA 


nd everything connected with # First-Class Storm, which will be sul ‘ 
orthe cash, Dar Alao Wines, Liquors, Ale, ete. Give oe a cell and ~ 
ee 124s 


“WL. KREBS & SON. 


\ 
\ Enst Paxcagonia, Wiss. 


Dry Goods and Notions, Groc 


SHIP CHANDLE less, 


Clo hing, Boots and Shoes, Feed, Hardware, ° 
Wines, Liquors, Tobacco, Etc, 


sTighent market et pees paid for fuantry Produce. 
HIQ].@ CENTENNIALO CATALC 


ANDRETHS'3:S023's 


CARDENERS’ COMPANI¢ 


4 wat 7B 10 CENTS. ake ort com piel a and bleak exibe ‘cmb. shel Reed Cnt: need Crt 


ond Lumber Company was dled in 
the Probate Court Friday. The 
deed, amon other things, rets torth 
that rhe vompany has funnd itself 
huable to promptly meet and puy 
Ite obligntious as they fall due and 
is deniruns of appropriating ita us 
sets to the ratable and fair pay- 
ment af ita debts to abl its eredit- 


sweet ae tefaeert seoterance fount + and 


ASR ren or ke pa et 

: for iba amon 
weierty & SONS, Seed Growers Leck Box.P 
GARDENERS, ATTENTION © - - 
Landredth’s Fresh Garden Se + 

ORDERS FILLED RY MAIL BY 

A. COELZER, Scrantor is 
Seranton, Jnly 18, 1704, all 


CORED? PRICK . 
ORL ‘S| FEB 
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FARRAGUT, DAVID GLASGOW (July s, 
18o1—Aug. 14, 1870), naval officer, was the sec- 
ond of the five children of George Farragut [¢.v.] 
and Elizabeth (Shine) Farragut and the third 
member of his family to enter the navy, being 
preceded by his father and elder brother. He 
was born at Campbell’s Station, a few miles 
southwest of Knoxville, Tenn., and his name was 
always borne on the rolls of the navy as from that 
state. His paternal grandparents were Spanish, 
and one of his maternal grandparents was Scot- 
tish. His mother died when he was seven and 
he never saw his father after he was nine. The 
removal of his family to New Orleans in 1807 
and the entrance of his father and brother into 
the navy were important factors in the shaping 
of his career. It happened that the father of 
Commander (Jater Commodore) David Porter 
was cared for in his last illness by the Farraguts 
and died at their house. Out of gratitude, Por- 
ter, then commander of the New Orleans naval 
station, adopted young Farragut and promised 
him a berth in the navy. In 18z0, under the pro- 
tection of his friend and guardian, he was placed 
in school, first in Washington and later in Ches- 
ter, Pa., the home of Porter, and on Dec. 17 of 
that year, at the age of nine and a half, he was 
appointed midshipman by the secretary of the 
navy. Until 1814 his name was borne on the 
rolls of the navy as James Glasgow, and there- 
after as David Glasgow, a change doubtless made 
in honor of his guardian. 

In 1811 when Porter was given command of 
the frigate Essex, Farragut sailed with him and 
saw his first sea service off the coast of the 
United States. In the War of 1812 when the 
Essex made her memorable cruise in the Pacific 
Ocean, the young midshipman gave a good ac- 
count of himself in the various duties that fell to 
him. He was made a prize master of one of the 
Essex’s prizes, the Alexander Barclay. “This 
was an important event in my life,” he wrote in 
his journal, “and when it was decided that I was 
to take the slip to Valparaiso, I felt no little pride 
at finding myself in command at twelve years of 
age.” The cruise of the Essex came to an end on 
Mar. 28, 1814, in the harbor of Valparaiso, in her 
engagement with the Phoebe and Cherub, the 
longest and most bloody sea fight of Farragut’s 
career. During the fight he performed the duties 
of captain’s aide, quarter gunner, and powder 
boy, to the entire satisfaction of Porter, who 
commended him and would have recommended 
him for promotion had it not been for his ex- 
treme youth. 

A prisoner on parole until exchanged in No- 
vember 1814, Farragut was then ordered to the 


Farragut 


brig Spark, which was fitting for sea at New 
York, but before she was ready to sail the war 
came to an end. The years 1815-20 he spent 
chiefly in the Mediterranean, first on board the 
Independence, then the Washington, and finally 
the Franklin. These were all ships of the line and 
flew the broad pennant of the commander of the 
squadron. Farragut served as aide, successively, 
to Commodore Bainbridge, Commodore Chaun- 
cey, and Captain Gallagher. Engaged in routine 
cruising on the station, the American fleet visited 
the principal Mediterranean ports and gave the 
young midshipman an opportunity to see many 
laces of historical interest, to enlarge his knowl- 
edge of foreign peoples, and to enjoy the social 
diversions of the squadron. When Charles Fol- 
som, his naval schoolmaster, was appointed 
American consul to Tunis, Farragut eagerly em- 
braced the opportunity that was happily offered 
to accompany Folsom to his new post and to pur- 
sue there systematically a course of studies un- 
der his direction. For nine months Farragut re- 
mained ashore, studying the French and Italian 
languages, English literature, and mathematics. 
Entering his profession with little schooling, he 
had to acquire knowledge as best’ he could. It 
is rather remarkable that he learned to speak 
French, Italian, Spanish, and Arabic. In 1826, 
when living in New Haven, he attended the lec- 
tures of the professors at Yale College, and later, 
when stationed in Washington, those at the 
Smithsonian Institution, missing but one in eigh- 
teen months. His chief schcolroom, however, 
was the quarterdeck of a ship and his chief 
schoolmasters were the gallant officers of the old 
navy, Porter, Bainbridge, and others, for whom 
he had throughout his life a profound admiration. 
Having been made an acting lieutenant of the 
brig Spark, Farragut in 1821 was sent home from 
the Mediterranean to take an examination pre- 
liminary to promotion to a lieutenancy. Igno- 
rant of unimportant naval minutiz, he failed in 
the test. In a subsequent examination he passed 
twenty-second in a class of fifty-three. In 1822 
he made a cruise on the John Adams, detailed to 
carry to Vera Cruz Joel R. Poinsett, the Amer- 
ican minister to Mexico; and in the two follow- 
ing years he served with the Mosquito fleet un- 
der Commodore David Porter, who was entrust- 
ed with the difficult task of suppressing piract 
in the West Indies. This service while somewhat 
trivial waseat the same time perilous and ¢* 
hausting. Farragut’s first orders were to the 
Grey Hound, commanded by his brother. Lattt 
he served as executive officer of the Sea Gull. the 
flagship of the fleet, and for a time he command- 
ed the Ferret—his first command of a naval ve 
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a the obtaining of which he regarded as an 
& important milestone in his career. He partici- 
2 pated in several of the encounters with the pirates 

" and acquired a knowledge of the Gulf of Mexico 
=" and neighboring waters that was to prove useful 
% in the Civil War. 

Be” On Sept. 24, 1823, Farragut married Susan C, 
reed of Norfolk, Va., and henceforth until 
© 4861 made that city his home. A large part of 

2 the three decades preceding 1855, when he first 
: : became eligible for the highest commands, he 

peat there, on duty or leave of absence. It wasa 

~ slack time in the navy and berths at sea were few 

_aand hard to obtain. Farragut made numerous 

~ requests of the Navy Department for active 

s, duty, but these were often refused, for he was not 

Pe favorite of the government, with which he had 
3 # ty contend for.an equitable share of employment. 
In 1840: his wife died after an illness of sixteen 
~ years, having been tenderly cared for by her hus- 
=, band, Who proved himself a skilful nurse. “When 
-. Captain Farragut dies,” said a Norfolk woman, 

+ who witnessed his devotion, “he should have a 

*“fhonument reaching to the skies made by every 
= * wife i in the city contributing a stone.” On Dec. 

- 6, 1843, he married again and established an- 
- * other tie with Norfolk, for his second wife, Vir- 

* ginia Loyall, was the eldest daughter of William 
2 , Loyall, a highly esteemed resident of that city 

“and a member of a family with many naval con- 
“nections. 
40:In 1825 Farragut obtained his lieutenancy and 
. performed his first duty in that grade on the frig- 
. ate Brandywine, then under orders to convey 
Lafayette to France. In 1829-30 he served on 

the sloop Vandalia off the coast of Brazil, and 
. batly in 1833 as the executive officer of the sloop 
- Noichez, when she visited Charleston, S. C., to 
* mupport the federal government in its dispute 

With the nullifiers. Later in the same year she 

‘proceeded to the Brazil Station, where Farragut 
. Femained until 1834 when he returned home with 

ae schooner Boxer, Four years later he was 

| at sea, this time as commander of the sloop 

rie, with orders to proceed to Mexican waters 
and: protect American citizens and property 
there, endangered by the war between Mexico 
and. France. At Vera Cruz he observed with 
N professional interest the attack and capture 

9f the castle of San Juan de Ulloa by the French 
formed definite views on the reduction of 
forts by naval vessels, which were serviceable 
he was faced by similar tasks during the 

War. His last sea duty in the lieutenant’s 

brade 5 was that of executive officer of the ship of 
Tine Delaware of the Brazil Station. In 1842, 
on this station, he was assigned to the com- 
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mand of the sloop Decatur, a position in keeping 
with the new rank of commander, which he had 
attained on Sept. 9, 1841. : 

When in 1845 the government’s difficulties 
with Mexico became acute, Farragut requested 
the secretary of the navy to assign him to duties 
in the Gulf, urging as qualifications his long ser- 
vice there and his knowledge of the Spanish lan- 
guage and asking that he might be permitted to 
participate in the capture of the castle of San 
Juan de Ulloa, which he thought should be effect- 
ed by the navy. Not until February 1847, when 
he was ordered to take command of the sloop 
Saratoga, was his request granted. Before he 
reached Vera Cruz the castle had surrendered 
to the army under Gen. Scott, and the officers of 
the navy, in the words of Farragut, “paid the 
penalty—not one of them will ever wear an Ad- 
miral’s flag” (L. Farragut, post, p. 158). Ac- 
quiring, as Farragut thought, the ill will of his 
commodore, he was assigned unimportant block- 
ade duties with no chance of distinguishing him- 
self; and he became involved in a dispute with 
that officer over this assignment. On asking to 
be relieved, he was ordered home and thus ended 
what he regarded the most mortifying cruise of 
his career. 

In 1850-52 Farragut was employed in Wash- 
ington and Norfolk on ordnance duties, and, as- 
sisted by other officers, drew up a book of ord- 
nance regulations. Results obtained by him while 
serving as assistant inspector of ordnance were 
published in 1854 under the title of Experiments 
to ascertain the Strength and Endurance of Navy 
Guns. On the outbreak of the Crimean War, he 
requested that he be sent to the seat of war as an 
official observer, but he failed to interest the de- 
partment in his application. In August 1854, he 
was ordered to proceed to the West Coast and 
establish a navy-yard at Mare Island, a task of 
considerable difficulty, and of some privations on 
account of primitive living conditions. While in 
California, on Sept. 14, 1855, he was commis- 
sioned captain. At the end of four years he re- 
turned East by way of the Isthmus of Panama 
and soon after his arrival was ordered to take 
command of the sloop Brooklyn and proceed to 
Mexico, then in the throes of one of its periodical 
revolutions, His chief duty was to carry down 
and convey from port to port Robert McLane, 
the new American minister to Mexico, In Oc- 
tober 1860 he was relieved of this command. 

The winter of 1860-61 Farragut spent at Nor- 
folk on waiting orders. He was in the sixtieth 
year of his age and he had been in the navy more 
than forty-nine years. Since 1815 only the Mexi- 
can War had offered naval officers an opportunity 
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to win professional distinction and this Farragut 
had missed. There were officers lower in rank 
with greater professionak reputation. None sur- 
passed him, however, in the painstaking perform-~ 
ance of duties, in acute observation of all naval 
matters, and in ambition for professional success. 
But these qualities do not always bring advance- 
ment intime of peace. Farragut was not a cour- 
tier. His independence in thought and act dis- 
qualified him as a “climber” either inside or out- 
side of the navy. The Civil War gave him the 
opportunity he had long desired and for which 
he was thoroughly prepared. 

On Apr. 17, 1861, the Virginia Convention 
passed an ordinance of secession and it became 
necessary for Farragut, living in a Virginia city, 
to choose between the state and the nation. On 
the morning of the 18th at a common meeting- 
place where he and his friends were wont to talk 
over the political news, he expressed his dissat- 
isfaction with the action of the convention and 
his conviction that Lincoln was justified in call- 
ing for troops. One of his friends impatiently in- 
formed him that a person of those sentiments 
“could not live in Norfolk.” He calmly replied, 
“Well, then, I can live somewhere else” (Ibid., 
p. 204). That evening he left for the North with 
his family. At the village of Hastings-on-the- 
Hudson he secured a smal! cottage, resolved to 
remain there until called into service. As all af- 
ficers of Southern descent were under suspicion, 
he remained unemployed until September when 
he was made a member of a naval board convened 
at the New York navy-yard to select incapaci- 
tated officers for retirement—a safe and innocu- 
ous position, 

The most important step toward opening the 
Mississippi River, one of the major Federal ob- 
jectives, was the capture of New Orleans. By the 
fall of 1861 the government had decided upon a 
naval expedition against this city, and realizing 
its difficulty and magnitude, sought diligently for 
an officer equal to the task. Among others, Far- 
ragut was considered and his action in leaving 
Norfolk strongly recommended him, showing, it 
was thought, “great superiority of character, 
clear perception of duty, and firm resolution in 
the performance of it” (Mahan, post, p. 123). 
Proceeding cautiously, the Department ordered 
Commander D. D. Porter to visit Farragut and 
sound him out, On receiving a favorable account 
from its emissary, it ordered him to report in 
Washington and at a conference held on Dec. 21, 
at which he showed much enthusiasm for the 
enterprise and confidence in its success, he was 
chosen to undertake it. On Jan. 9, he was for- 
maily appointed to the command of the West 
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Gulf Blockading Squadron, whose limits were 
specified as extending from St. Andrew’s Bay, 
Fila., to the Rio Grande and including the coasts 
of Mexico and Yucatan. His confidential orders, 
issued on January 20, directed him to “proceed 
up the Mississippi River and reduce the defenses 
which guard the approaches to New Orleans, 
when you will appear off that city and take pos- 
session of it under the guns of your squadron” 
(L. Farragut, post, 209). 

On Feb. 2, 1862, Farragut sailed from Hamp- 
ton Roads in the steam sloop Hartford, his flag- 
ship, a new vessel and one of the finest in the 
navy, and eighteen days later arrived at Ship 
Island, the naval rendezvous, about one hundred 
miles north-northeast of the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi. Two months elapsed before his fleet, 
consisting of seventeen vessels and a mortar flo- 
tilla, was ready for operations. The Confederate 
defenses, forty miles above the Gulf, consisted 
of Fort Jackson on the west side of the Missis- 
sippi, Fort St. Philip a little higher up on the east 
side, and a flotilla above the forts. The arma- 
ment of the Unionists was inferior to that of the 
Confederates (Mahan, post, p. 128). The battle 
began on Apr. 18 with the bombardment of Fort 
Jackson by the mortar flotilla, commanded by 
Commander David D. Porter [g.v.]. This con- 
tinued for several days and nights without doing 
any considerable damage. Farragut now reached 
the momentous decision to run by the forts be- 
fore they were reduced—a movement contrary to 
the orders of the Department and the advice of 
some of his ablest officers. Before daylight on 
the 24th, the seventeen ships advanced in a line 
of three divisions, with Farragut leading the sec- 
ond division. They encountered a terrific fire and 
the Hartford narrowly escaped destruction from 
a fire-raft, but all but three ships passed the forts. 
They next engaged the Confederate flotilla and 
destroyed eleven of its vessels, including the ram 
Manassas. The Union fleet lost 184 men. On 
the day after the battle it reached New Orleans, 
which, being defenseless, was taken without 
bloodshed. On Apr. 28 Forts Jackson and St 
Philip surrendered to the mortar flotilla. By his 
energy, audacity, and application of correct stra- 
tegic principles, Farragut had won a magnificent 
victory, the moral effect of which abroad as well 
as at home was exceedingly great. His achieve- 
ment made him the leading officer of the navy.# 
distinction which he held until his death. O” 
July rz, 1862, the President approved a resolu- 
tion of Congress tendering him and his officers 
and mer the thanks of the nation, and on July 3° 
he was commissioned a rear-admiral (takin 
rank from July 16), the first officer in that grade 
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Had his movements been left to his own dis- 
cretion, Farragut, after the capture of New Or- 
leans, would have proceeded against the de- 
fenses of Mobile. The government at Washing- 
ton however had given peremptory orders that 
he should open the Mississippi to the northward 
and join the fleet of Flag Officer Davis [g.v,], 
which in June captured Memphis. With consid- 
erable difficulty he ascended the Mississippi to 
Vicksburg and on June 28 ran past the defenses 
there, giving and receiving a heavy fire and los- 
ing forty-five men. As Vicksburg was impreg- 
nable to a naval attack, about the middle of July 

- he returned to New Orleans. For the rest of 1862 
he was chiefly employed in blockade duties. Gal- 
veston, Corpus Christi, and Sabine Pass surren- 

. dered to his ships, and by December he held the 
~~ whole of the Gulf coast within the limits of his 
“- command, except for Mobile. 

',@ The year 1863 opened with several reverses 
_ on Farragut’s station—the recapture of Galves- 
~ ton and Sabine Pass, the sinking of the Hatteras 
* by the Alabama, and the escape of the Florida 
<e from Mobile. These were sore trials to the ad- 

_ miral, whose orders to guard the lower Missis- 

.~ sippi held him to that part of his station. He 
“" longed for a chance to attack Mobile. “I would 
< have had it long since, or been thrashed out of 
it,” he wrote on Jan. 7. In March he attacked 
21 the batteries at Port Hudson and two of his ves- 
=" "sels, the flagship and a gunboat, passed them—an 
achievement he ranked next to the capture of 
New Orleans. On Aug. 1 he sailed for New York 
*y, on the Hartford for a brief respite from his ardu- 
oe, OUS labors. He and his historic flagship, which 
‘+. had been struck 240 times by shot and shell, were 
“objects of much interest in New York. The 
:: Chamber of Commerce adopted and presented to 
<, him resolutions of congratulation engrossed on 
Se parchment, and the Union League Club gave him 
~.& sword, with scabbard of gold and silver and 
-,eWith hilt set in brilliants. 

& Early in January 1864, Farragut again hoisted 
his flag on the Hartford and sailed from New 
iad York for his station in the Gulf, where a new task 
»,, awaited him, the capture of the Confederate de- 
ty fenses in Mobile Bay. In opening the Missis- 
4i8ippi he had shown himself a master of strategy. 
azAt Mobile Bay the problem was chiefly one of 
:,uaval tactics. Would he prove himself equally 
: Proficient in this more restricted sphere? Offen- 
; oie operations had to await the arrival of the 
cigiétessary ironclads and the movements of the 
os.ttmy. The entrance to Mobile Bay, thirty miles 


ypien the Gulf, was defended on its east side by 
‘Sort Morgan; and nearly three miles distant on 
$3 West side by Fort Gaines. Close under Fort 


ne 


Rye 


Farragut 


Morgan was an open channel 1s=i by blockade 
runners. The rest of the passag= vas obstructed 
by a double row of mines, then town as “tor- 
pedoes.” Farragut’s fleet consist of four iron- 
clads and fourteen wooden shins. Early in the 
morning of Aug. 5 it steamed aoem the channel 
under Fort Morgan, the ironciai leading, fol- 
lowed by the wooden ships lashez in pairs. The 
Hartford was about the middle a aie line, carry- 
ing the admiral, who had taken ux elevated po- 
sition in the main rigging of bi stip, in order 
to observe the battle from the bax zantage-point. 
At 6.45 a.M. the Tecumseh firee che first shot. 
Soon the forts answered, and tex the Confed- 
erate flotilla. Off Fort Morgar te Tecumseh 
struck a torpedo and went dowr. carrying with 
her nearly all her officers and csv. The other 
ships fell into confusion. The Brmélyn in front 
of the Hartford stopped. Hestucng for a mo- 
ment at this crisis in the battle, Fa-agut decided 
to go on and ordered the Hartj-t to be driven 
ahead at full speed. A warning =v came from 
the Brooklyn, “Torpedoes aheat”” “Damn the 
torpedoes !”’ shouted the admiral 2: che Hartford 
took the lead. Her bottom scranei them as she 
passed over them, but none exninied, although 
their primers snapped. Soon the waole fleet had 
safely passed the forts, above wit the Confed- 
erate flotilla was encountered anc Gspersed. The 
loss of the Unionists was 315; o: =e Confeder- 
ates 157, On Aug. 7 Fort Gains: surrendered, 
and on the 23rd, Fort Morgan. The battle of 
Mobile Bay was the crowning evercct Farragut’s 
life. He had reached a position z: preéminent 
in the American navy as that of N=son had been 
in the British navy. On Dec 23 ate President 
approved a bill creating the office x vice-admiral 
and Farragut was immediately named to fill it. 
On July 26, 1866, he was commissumed admiral, 
a grade especially created for num 

Soon after the battle of Mobi Say the De- 
partment chose Farragut to commmd the naval 
forces that were to be employed ix =re reduction 
of the defenses of Wilmington, X.C. When it 
learned that his health had been xniermined by 
his long service in Southern was. it relieved 
him from the new assignment 22: zave him a 
leave of absence. On Dec. 12 he -tached New 
York and was formally received rr =e city, with 
many expressions of gratitude 2ni admiration. 
A few days later some of its leadinr <tizens pre- 
sented him with a purse of $so.oxt in expecta- 
tion that he would buy a house im me city and re- 
side there, which he did. Late m immary 1865, 
an ominous threat of the Coniedeme forces on 
the James River Jed the Deparament to send 
Farragut to meet it. The situation proved not 
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to be serious, and he returned to Washington. 
This was his last active service in the Civil War. 
In April 1867, Farragut was chosen to com- 
mand the European Squadron and in June he 
noisted an admiral’s flag on the frigate Franklin 
and sailed for the waters that he had first visited 
fifty years earlier when a young midshipman. It 
was a tour of good will. Everywhere he was re- 
ceived with the consideration due to his exalted 
rank and notable achievements. The cruise came 
to an end with his arrival in New York on Nov. 
10, 1868. In 1869 he visited the Mare Island 
navy-yard which he had established shortly be- 
fore the Civil War. On the return trip he suf- 
fered at Chicago a severe attack of the heart. 
Although he rallied, he never completely re- 
gained his health. In the summer of 1870 he 
sailed on the dispatch boat Tallapoosa to visit 
the commandant of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, 
N. H. He had a premonition that the end was 
approaching. As he left the ship he was heard 
to say, “This is the last time I shall ever tread 
the deck of a man-of-war” (L. Farragut, post, p. 
541). He died at the house of the commandant 
in the seventieth year of his age. His body 
found a temporary resting place at Portsmouth. 
In September, at the request of the citizens of 
New York, it was brought to that city, arriving 
on the 30th, which was observed as a day of 
mourning. A procession which included Presi- 
dent Grant, members of his cabinet, many naval 
and army officers, and ten thousand soldiers, es- 
corted the body to a train at Forty-seventh St. 
Thence it was conveyed to Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Westchester County. Farragut left one child, 
Loyall Farragut, who died in 1916, leaving no 
children. : 
Physically, Farragut was of medium size—his 
stature about five feet, six and a half inches, and 
weight not over 150 pounds until late in life when 
he put on considerable flesh. His complexion 
was sallow and swarthy, with indications of his 
Spanish descent. In appearance he was neither 
handsome nor striking. Owing to much tropical 
service, he suffered from considerable sickness, 
including sun-stroke, cholera, and yellow fever. 
Always alert in body, he delighted in physical 
exercises, and was a good fencer. His superior- 
ity, however, lay chiefly in his mental and moral 
qualities —- courage, initiative, decision, good 
judgment, and willingness to accept responsibil- 
ity. He had great aptitude for the naval pro- 
fession and a strong desire to succeed in it. Sec- 
retary Welles said that he would more willingly 
take risks in order to obtain great results than 
any other officer of high rank in either the army 
or the navy, and Lincoln was of the opinion that 
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his appointment was the best made during the 
war (Welles, post, I, 230, 440). 

Farragut had two absorbing interests, his pro- 
fession and his family. His most revealing let- 
ters, even upon military matters, are those ad- 
dressed to his wife or to his son. He was not fond 
of writing, least of all about his naval successes, 
and he wrote relatively little. One of his princi. 
ples of warfare is found in his orders to his cap- 
tains for passing the batteries at Port Hudson, 
when he said, “The best protection against the 
enemy’s fire is a well-directed fire from our own 
guns” (L. Farragut, post, p. 316). A few days 
before the battle of New Orleans he wrote to his 
wife, “As to being prepared for defeat, I certain- 
ly am not. Any man who is prepared for defeat 
would be half defeated before he commenced. I 
hope for success ; shall do all in my power to se- 
cure it, and trust to God for the rest.” Before a 
battle he calculated thus: “I have to take this 
place. The chances are that I shall lose some of 
mny vessels by torpedoes or the guns of the enemy, 
but with some of my fleet afloat I shall eventually 
be successful. I cannot lose all. I will attack 
regardless of consequences, and never turn back” 
(L. Farragut, post, pp. 218, 316, 544). The let- 
ters of Farragut, who late in life joined the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, contain many expres- 


‘sions of dependence upon a Higher Power. At 


the critical moment in the battle of Mobile Bay 
he offered up this prayer: “O God, who created 
man and gave him reason, direct me what to do. 
Shall I go on?” “It seemed,” the Admiral said, 
“as if in answer a voice commanded, ‘Go on!” 
(Mahan, post, p. 277). 

The most artistic memorial to Farragut is the 
statue of him by St. Gaudens in Madison Square, 
New York, given by the Farragut Monument 
Association and unveiled in 1881. There was also 
completed that year for the federal government 
a colossal bronze statue of him, the work of Miss 
Vinnie Ream, which stands in Farragut Square, 
Washington. In 1893 Boston erected in Marine 
Park a statue of him by H. H. Kitson. There is 
in the Naval Academy Chapel, Annapolis, a me- 
morial window to him, a gift of the graduates 
of the Academy. Farragut’s achievements have 
been celebrated in verse by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Henry Howard Brownell, and other 
poets. According to his son, the most satisfac- 
tory portraits are those in the Union League 
Club, and the University Club, New York. 


[Record of Officers, Bureau of Navigation, 1810- 
1870; Report of Secretary of the Navy, 1861-65; Of- 
ficial Records (Navy), 1 ser., vols. XVILI-XXI; L. 
Farragut, Life and Letters of David Glasgow Farragut 
(1879); A. T. Mahan, Admiral Farragut (1892), and 
The Gulf and Inland Waters (1885) ; R. M. Thompson 
and R. Wainwright, “Confidential Correspondence of 
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Gustavus Vasa Fox,” Nav. Hist. Soc. Pubs., vol. IX 
(1918) ; U. S. Naval Inst. Proc., XLIX (1923), pp, 
1961--26 ; H. W. Wilson, Battleships in Action Croat). 
I, 13-18, 28-31 ; Diary of Gideon Welles (1911), vois. 
Tand II; Mag. of Hist. (1922), vol. XXII, extra num. 
ber, no. 87; J. E, Montgomery, Our Admiral’s Flag 
Abroad (1869) ; Mil. Order of Loyal Legion, Comman- 
dery of D.C., War Papers, no. 98, Dec. 1916.] C.O.P. 
FARRAGUT, GEORGE (Sept. 29, 1755~June 
4, 1817), naval and army officer, was born in 
Ciudadela, the capital of Minorca, when that 
Spanish island was a British possession. He was 
the son of Anthony Ferragut and Juana Mesqui- 
da, both of Spanish extraction. For more than 
five centuries members of the Ferragut family 
had held prominent offices in Minorca in the 
army, the government, and the church. 

George was sent to school at Barcelona but at 
the age of ten he went to sea and from 1765 to 
1772 was employed chiefly in the Mediterranean. 
Toward the end of this period, while in the Rus- 
sian service, he aided in ‘the destruction of a 
Turkish fleet as one of the crew of a fireship that 
set fire to the fleet. In 1773-75 he was employed 
in the American seas trading chiefly between 
Havana and Vera Cruz. In the latter year at 
New Orleans on hearing of the difficulties be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies, he resolved 
to devote his life and fortune to the service of 
the Americans. Proceeding to Port-au-Prince 
he exchanged his cargo for cannon, arms, and 
ammunition and sailed for Charleston, S. C., 
where he arrived in 1776. Following a period 
of service as a lieutenant on a privateer, he was 
appointed, in 1778, a first lieutenant in the South 
Carolina navy. After superintending the con- 
struction of some of the galleys of that state, he 
was given the command of one of them and going 
to sea fought a severe action in the Savannah 
River, 

- In 1779 Farragut assisted at the defense of 
Savannah and in the following year was actively 
employed at the siege of Charleston, on the fall 
of which city he was taken prisoner. When ex- 
changed he went to sea on board a privateer and 
in an engagement had his right arm badly shat- 
tered by a musket ball. The use of his arm he 
never fully recovered. Giving up sea service he 
made his way to Gen. Marion’s headquarters, 
where he acted as a volunteer. He also served 
in that capacity at the battle of Cowpens. Then, 
Proceeding to Wilmington, N. C., he was ap- 
pointed by Gov. Nash of that state to the com- 
mand of a company of volunteer artillery, which 
took part in the battle of Beaufort Bridge. When 
Cornwallis invaded North Carolina, Farragut 
taised a company of volunteer cavalry with which 
he harassed the rear of the army of the enemy as 
it marched into Virginia. The state of North 
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Carolina made him a captain of cavalry and for 
his military services he received the thanks of 
Gen. Marion and of the governor of South Caro- 
lina, 

After the Revolution Farragut earned a liveli- 
hood as a mariner until 1792 when Gen. Blount, 
governor of the Southwest Territory, invited 
him to take up his residence in Knoxville and 
appointed him a major of militia, In 1793 he 
served under Gen. Sevier in an expedition against 
the Cherokees. Farragut remained in Tennessee 
until 1807 when President Jefferson made him a 
sailing master in the navy, and in that year he 
removed to New Orleans and took command of 
a naval gunboat. In 1811 he was ordered to the 
Bay of Pascagoula, Miss., near which he had a 
large plantation. He was in the navy until dis- 
charged, Mar. 25, 1814. His last military ser- 
vice was performed at the battle of New Orleans. 

In 1795 Farragut married Elizabeth Shine 
(1765-1808), who was born in Dobbs County, 
N.C. Of this union five children were born, the 
two eldest of whom, William A. C. and David G. 
Farragut [¢g.v.], were officers in the navy. Far- 
ragut died at Point Plaquet, West Pascagoula, 
Miss. He was a man of courage, a restless ad- 
venturer, “by profession a mariner,” a fit sire 
for a great naval officer. 

(‘Memorial of Geo. Farragut to Sec. of the Navy 
Wm. Jones, May 20, 1814,” found in Miscellaneous 
Letters, vol. IV, no. 57, U. S. Navy Dept.; Loyall Far- 
ragut, Life and Letters of David Glasgow Farragut 
(1879), pp. 1-10.] C.0.P, 
FARRAR, EDGAR HOWARD (june 20, 
1849-Jan. 6, 1922), lawyer, for more than forty 
years an outstanding figure in the legal and po- 
litical life of Louisiana, and New Orleans, was 
born at Concordia, La., the son of Thomas Prince 
and Anna (Girault) Farrar. He spent his early 
life in the Mississippi Delta and attended school 
in Baton Rouge, proceeding thence to the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, where he graduated with the 
degree of M.A. in 1871. He then studied law at 
the University of Louisiana, was admitted to the 
bar in 1872, and commenced practise in New Or- 
leans. Giving special attention to municipal and 
corporation law, he quickly established himself 
as an authority on those subjects, and in 1878 
became assistant city attorney, being appointed 
city attorney two years later. In 1882, he was 
appointed by Paul Tulane [¢.v.] one of the trus- 
tees of the fund to establish a university in Louisi- 
ana and for years thereafter devoted much of his 
time to the furtherance of the project, Mean- 
while, induced by his experiences as city attor- 
ney, he turned his attention to municipal reform. 
He assisted in the organization and for many 
years was chairman of the Executive Commit- 
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“We'll have to see,” said Captain Porter. 
Glasgow looked at his father. 


“I want to go, 
Father,” he said. 


When the new housekeeper had brought his 
clothes packed in a sea chest, and when he had 
kissed the baby and N ancy, he wasn’t sure. His 
father put his arms around him and kissed him 


on both cheeks, in the Spanish fashion. Glasgow 
felt tears in his eyes. 


“He'll make a good Navy man,” he heard his 
father tell Captain Porter, 


“Are you ready?” asked the young captain. 


Glasgow swallowed. He grabbed his father’s 
hand and held it against his face. He threw his 
arms about his father’s neck. 

“Papa! Adios, papa! Hasta luego! Next time 


you go across the lake or up through the bayou, 
take me with you!” he cried. 


Be Se tan ai retires 


Gere 


“You're Captain Porter’s boy now, son. I can’t 
take you with me.” 


—— 
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"1 Want to Go” 


WHEN yYounc Captain Porter was well, he came 
to see Captain Farragut. “My wife and I ha 
been discussing a plan,” he said. “We want . 
help you, as you and your wife helped my father, 
We want to take one of your motherless childr 
to raise as our Own, sir,” i 
Surprised, the captain said, “I don’t kno 
Any one would be hard to spare.” 7 
He looked at the baby, named for her mother 
No, not Elizabeth, Nancy climbed on his la 
and patted his cheek. N ot Nancy. He looked 


his namesake. Not George. Finally he looked at 
Glasgow. He shook his head, 


eed 


“I need them all,” he said. Then he remem- 
bered that Captain Porter could do more for a 
child than he could afford to do. He thought of 
young Mrs. Porter. A child needed a mother. 
He turned again to his children. 

“Which of you wants to go live with the 
Porters?” he asked gruffly. 

“T do,” said Glasgow, so quickly it even star- 
tled himself. The rest of them looked surprised. 

“I hardly know what to say,” George Farra- 
gut said. “Are you sure, Glasgow?” he asked. 
“You would be leaving us all forever.” 

Glasgow wasn’t quite sure. There was some- 
thing he had to know first. “May I be a midship- 
man, like my brother? May I go to sea soon?” 

Young Captain Porter smiled. He put his 
hand on the boy’s shoulder. “When you're old 
enough,” he promised. 

“He’s only seven,” said Captain Farragut. 

“Couldn't I go any sooner?” Glasgow asked. 
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ragut children that their mother was dead. Yet 
somehow Glasgow knew it. He felt sure that 
something terrible had happened to them all. 
He felt he would never again see his mother, 
He begged to go home, but no one paid any at- 
tention to him. 

The day after the funeral, Captain F arragut 
came for his children. Then he told them about 
their mother. Glasgow said he had known it for 
days. Captain Farragut thought he must have 
overheard someone talking, but Glasgow said he 
had known it, without hearing it. 

He had not guessed, though, that on the same 
day his mother had died, old Captain Porter had 
also died. He felt surprised and shocked when 
he heard this. He had not been surprised when 
he heard about his mother, He had sensed it 
all the time. 

Captain Farragut brought his children back 
home. He hired a woman to look after them. 
46 


Glasgow thought it was no longer home, now 
that his mother was not there. The place smelled 
of sulphur candles. He hated the smell of them. 

He missed his mother. He missed William, 
who was still at sea. Even his father was not the 
same. Captain Farragut was no longer gay. He 
looked sad. He didn’t laugh heartily, as he used 
to laugh. . 

At night Glasgow would cry himself to sleep. 
He had never before known what it was to be 
lonely. He knew now. 

“I don’t want to stay here!” he would sob. “I 


want to go to sea. I want to go now!” 
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old man. “Both times I got away—but not be- 
fore I'd learned a few things from the British 
that came in handy years later. Wherever you 
are, you can learn something.” 

Glasgow doubted this. “Not when you have 
to stay home,” he complained. He was still feel- 
ing the sting of his brother’s leaving. 

“Why not? You look about you and then come 
and tell me what you've learned.” 

That night when Glasgow had finished his 
chores and eaten his supper, he went to the old 
man’s room. 

“Thad to bring in wood from the woodpile,” he 
told the captain. “Some of the wood had been 
there so long it had rotted, but the cypress wood, 
no matter how old it was, was still sound. Pine 
doesn’t rot, either. Cypress is harder, and oak is 
the hardest of all. I’ve learned that.” 

“Good!” the captain said. “What else?” 

“When I make a fire in the fireplace, I set fire 


44 


first to some kindling. I blow on it, just a little, 
to make it bur. If I blow hard, the fire goes 
out, but if I blow just a little, it burns better.” 

“You're beginning to learn at last,” said Cap- 
tain Porter. “See that you keep it up.” 

“T will, sir,” Glasgow said. “It’s fun.” 

That autumn the old captain’s son, Captain 
David Porter, came back to New Orleans. He 
had finished his sea duty. He came to take care 
of his father, but by the time he reached New 
Orleans, the young captain had a dreadful dis- 
ease called Asiatic cholera. Half of New Orleans 
had the cholera that winter. Many people died 
from it. 

Elizabeth Farragut was one of those who died 
of the cholera that terrible winter. She was ill 
only a few days. 

A friend of the family’s had promised to care 
for the children until their mother grew better. 
She had never grown better. No one told the Far- 
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DAVID GLASGOW FARRAGUT. 


CHAPTER I. 


is ANCESTORS. 


On the blank leaf of 2 Bible in the possession of the family 
of Admiral Farragut appears the following record, written in a 
bold and legible hand: 


“My Son: Your father, George Farragut, was born in the 
Feland of Minorea, in the Mediterranean, in 1755, the 29th of 
September, in Ciudadella, and came away from that Island the 
Gd day of April, 1772—came to America.in March, 1776, 
Your mother, Hlizabeth Shine, was born in North Carolina, 
Dobba Co. near Kinnston on the Neuse River, iv 1766, on the 
7th of June. Her father, John Shine—mother, Huenor 
Melven.” 


This is corroborated by an entry in the books of the ecclesi- 
astical court of Ciudadella, which, being translated, reads as 
follows: 


“No. 156. George Farragut, son of Anthony Harragut 
and Juana Mesquida, was baptized on the 30th of September, 
1766. The godfather, Don Joseph de Vigo; godmother, the 
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noble lady Dota Juana Martorell. The name of the child, 
George Anthony Masa. 8 vas born on the 29th of the 
aforesaid month and year.” - 


4 


George Farragut was descended from the renowned Don 


Pedro Ferragnt, who served under James I., King of Aragon” 


? 
styled in history £2 Congwistador, in the campaigns which re- 
sulted in the expulsion of the Moors from Majorca in 1229, and 
from Valencia in 1238. In Majorca Don Pedro was Sergeant 
before the King—an office of high honor and importance, held 
only by those of noble blood. James bestowed estates upon 
the knights who accompanied him in these enterprises, and di- 
rected the troubadour Mossen Jaime Febrer to celebrate them 
in verse. The following is the stanza devoted to Pedro Fer- 
ragut: 


De finisim or, ab un clan daurat, 

Pere Ferragut pinta, 6 en tal figura 
Esplica lo agnom. ‘+ historia asegura 

Ser aragones, do Jaca vu...d. 

Apres que en Mallorca servi de sargent, 
Venint & Valencia, hon gran renom guanya 
De expert capita per lo dilitgent; 

Los anys, é sucesys Jo feren prudent. 

Té en lo pelearg. ran cordura é mapya, 
Pergne 4 totes armes ficilment se apanya. 


The late Henry Howard Brownell, on reading these lines, 


extemporized the following translation, which is sufficiently 
literal : 


A charger’s shoe is borne on his shield, 
Of purest gold, on a blood-red field, 
Set thereon with a nail of the same: 
Thus we know him, device and name. 
From Jaca, in Aragon, he came. 

At Mallorca and Valencia both, 

Well he quitted his knightly troth, 
Serving as Sergeant before his liege, 
Through tho conquest, in field and siege: 


Sobre camp bermell una ferradura y 
<i 


| 
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Strong in battle, hy plain or hold, 
Great his fame as a warrior bold, 

And a prudent captain to shun surprise; 
For years and victories made him wise. 
At every mauner of arms expert, 

Ife did on tho foo great spoil and burt. 


Those who believe in the transmission of ancestral traits 
will find a signal illustration of the theory in the character of 
Admiral Farragut. The qualities attributed by the poet to Don 
Pedro were those for which hia illustrious descendant was pre- 
eminently distinguished. According to the testimony of his con- 
temporaries in the service, he was one of the best informed and 
most painstaking officers in his profession, irreproachable in his 
morals, earnest and energetic, admitting no such word as fail in 
the vocabulary of duty. 

Tho recorda of the General Council of the Kingdom of 
Majorea show that the following members of the family of 
Ferragut were councilors : 

Bernardo Ferragnt, of Puebla, in 1461 and 1491. 

Valentin Ferragut, of Puebla, in 1492, 

Julian Foerragut, of Sansellaa, in 1500, 

Jernardo Verragut, in 1505 and 1509, 

Jorge Ferragut, of Sansellas, in 1506. 

Mareos Ferragut, of Sinen, 1542. 

Bartolomé Ferragut, in 1513. 

Bernardo Ferragut, in 1516. 

Onofre Ferragnt, in 1534. 

Pedro Ferragut, in 1586, 1540, and 1549. 

Gahricl Ferragut, in 1540. 

Lorenzo Ferragut, in 1542. 

Miguel Ferragnt, of Sansellas, in 1563. ° 

Three of the family were magistrates of the City of Palma 
and Kingdom of Majorca: 

Tiernardo Ferragut, in 1516. 

Juan Verragut, in 1583. 

Gabriel Ferragut, in 1585, 1590, and 1605. 

The prebendary Agustin Ferragut, who died in 1576, was a 
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noted theologian and benefactor of the House of Repentants 
at Palma. 

Pablo Ferragut was topographer and historian of Majorca. 

Captain Antonio Ferragut, of Cdnaves, fought heroically in 
the wars of Philip IV., in the seventeenth century, died unmar- 
ried, and bequeathed all his property to a college. 

Gonzalo Ferragut, a native of Pollenza, was a Dominican 
priest, was celebrated for his learning, and became Bishop of 
Urgel in 1897 and of Yoiza in 1831. He died in 1843. 

The Ferragut family possessed a large estate and were liv- 
ing in Ciudadella in 1558, when the Turks carried off 4,000 
of the inhabitants as slaves. Among these was Antonio Fer- 
ragut, with his wife and six children. In February, 1564, the 
father and mother and one son, Constantino, having been ran- 
somed for 34 gold ducats and 53 aspros (about $90), sailed from 
Constantinople for’ Minorca. Miguel Ferragnt, a priest, was 
conspicnous for his exertions in procuring the exchange and re- 
lease of the captives, One of them, Marco Antonio Bonet, 


writing to a Dr. Marti, of Naples, said: “True it is that Mgnt 


Ferragut, presbyter, solicits well that with which you have com- 
nissioned him—go well that, as I am informed, ne one of our 
country could do more in such an undertaking; and, if they had 
given him higher powers, many of us would have acquired our 
liberty.” Miguel himself said in a letter: “Tam tired of stay- 
ing in this place (Constantinople), but if I leave it there will be 
no one to interest himself for our unfortunate countrymen.” 
Antonio Ferfagut, grandfather of the Admiral, was born in 
Sinen, Majorca, and was a son of Jorge and of Ursula Gnitart. 
He married Juana Mesquida, daughter of Juan and Juana 
Bagur. The name Ferragut is now extinct in Minorea. 
seems to have been superseded by that of Mesquida. 
George Farragut, father of the Admiral, was sent to school 
at Barcelona, but was seized with the spirit of adventure, and 
emigrated to America at an carly age—but not with the 1,500 
Greeks, Italians, and Minorcans who settled in Florida in 1768. 
Be arrived in 1776, promptly sided with the colonists, and 
served gallantly in their struggle for independence, as also in 
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the war of 1812. It is said that he saved the life of Colonel 
Washington in the battle of Cowpens. The name first appears 
olticially in the Journal of the House of Representatives of the 
United States for 1797, Ton. William C, C. Claiborne, of 
‘Tennessee, presented “The petition of George Farragut, pray- 
ing that he may be allowed the balance of pay due to him for 
services rendered the United States as Muster Master of the 
Militia of the District of Washington (Hast Tennessee), em- 
ployed in actual service for the protection of the frontiers of 
the United States south of the Ohio, from the 1st of Mareh, 
1792, to the 2uth of October, 1703.” 

Later, Mr. Claiborne becaryg Governor of Mississippi Terri- 
tory (1801) and of Louisiana®(1803). Tt was probably during 


this interval that George Farragut moved to Louisiana, where — 


he soon after entered the naval service. 

Until 1811 there was substantially no government on the 
Mississippi and Lonisia. ~soast. The Spaniards claimed the 
ccabourd, as far as Pearl River, as part of their province of 
West Florida. But the American settlers in the district re- 
volted, assaulted and touk the Spanish fort at Baton Rouge, 
adupted a flag, and organized a government and a military force. 

In taking possession of the disputed territory, by orders 
from Washington, Governor Claiborne organized it into coun- 
ties. The present seaboard of Mississippi constituted the coun- 
ties of Biloxi and Pascagoula. 

A dispatch to the Governor, which he forwarded to Wash- 
inyten, runs as follows : 


“On the 2d of December, 1810, I arrived in the Bay of 
Pascagoula. On going on shore next day, a number of men 
gathered around and said Majors Hargraves and Duprée wished 
tu seo me. I said I would_call the following morning. Ae- 
cordingly, on the 4th I found the house of the late John B. 
Nicolet. On my arrival the, 2m up the flag of the Conven- 
thon, Next day pressed J olin “3° Bousho’s schooner and two 
uthers owned by Anthony Krebs and Augustine, a mulatto. 
These they brought before Mr. Nicolet’s house, and loaded with 
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negroes, dry goods, liquors, provisions, furniture, ete., the prop- 
erty of deceased. Next day they proceeded up the Pascagoula 
River. Peter Nicola was appointed commandant of Pascagoula, 
with orders to compel the inhabitants to swear allegiance to the 
new government. Returning westward, I found Nicola at Pass 
Christian, ordering the inhabitants to Pascagoula to take the 
oath. There were no Spanish authorities on the coast. They 
had retired to Mobile. 


“Gxorce Farragut.” 


On January 25, 1811, Governor Claiborne dispatched a Dr. 
Flood, in the felueca Alligator, Sailing Master George Farra- 
gut, to those counties, to select « commission of the most intel- 
ligent men as magistrates, etc. In his report, Dr. Flood says 
that, “at the special request of the inhabitants of Pascagoula, 
by whom he is greatly beloved, I prevailed on Sailing Master 
George Farragut to accept the commission of magistrate.” 

Whether ho severed his connection -rvith the service at this 
time, I have no record; but as Liew’ nant (afterward Major- 
General) Gaines was appointed to the same office, and retained 
his commission in the service, it is to be presumed that it wag 
merely a temporary post of honor, no emoluments being at- 
tached to the office. 

Ie was a friend and companio“\,of General Jackson, and 
served with him in the Indian campaigns. He removed to 
Paseagonla in 1809, and died at Point Plaquet, West Pasca- 
goula, June 4, 181%, aged sixty-threce. A son, George Antoine, 
aged ten, was drowned in July, 1815, having fallen overboard 
{rom a boat in which he was being towed behind a schooner. 
This circnmstance weighed heavily on the father’s mind to the 
day of his death. 

On his mother’s side, Admiral Farragut came of the good 
old Seotch family of McIven. In his journal, begun while he 
was a midshipman, he speaks thus of lis parents: “I know that 
my father was an officer in the Revolutionary struggle for our 
independence ;. but whether on land or water, I can not say. In 
fact, his oeeupations were as various as could be expected of a 
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restless disposition and a mind filled with enterprise, courage, 
and a desire for novelty. At one time we hear of him as an 
officer of the Navy, and then in the somewhat novel character, 
for a sailor, of a major of cavalry, in the State of Tennessee. 
Ife accompanied two gentlemen, McKay and Ogden, on an ex- 
pedition to survey and settle a part of that State, where they 
lived for some time in a log hut. After the country became 
more thickly inhabited, he took unto himself a wife, Miss 
Elizabeth Shine, of North. Carolina, and settled in Tennessee 
asa farmer”? ~ 
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Davi Grascow Farragvr, the first Admiral of the United 
States Navy, was born at Campbell’s Station, near Knoxville, 
Fast Tennessee, on the 5th of July, 1801. In his journal, 
alluding to the family’s early residence in Tennessee, he says: 


“In those days, on the border, we were continually annoyed 
by the Indians, which rendered the organization of ‘the militia 
a public necessity. My father was appointed a major of caval- 
ry, and served for some time in that expacity ; the condition of 
the country requiring its inhabitants to be constantly on the 
outlook. Iremember that on one occasion, during my father’s 
absence, a party of Indians came to our house, which was some- 
what isolated, when my mother, who was a brave and energetic 
woman, barred the door in the most effectual manner, and sent 
all. of us trembling little ones up into the loft of the barn, while 
she guarded the entrance with an axe. The savages attempted 
to parley with her, but she kept them at bay, until finally they 
depatted, for some reason which is unknown, their intentions 
having been evidently hostile. My father arrived shortly after 
with his command, and immediately puraned the Indiang, whom, 
I believe, he succeeded in overtaking and punishing; at any 
rate, they were never secn again in that part of the country.” 


In 18— Major Farragut received an appointment as sailing 
master in the Navy, and was ordered to the command of a gun- 
boat at New Orleans, to which place he shortly afterward moved 
his family. It was not long after he fixed his residence in that 
city before his faithful and beloved wife fell a victim to yellow 
fever (1808).. Her funeral, according to a letter of the late 
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Cominodore Daniel T. Patterson, U.S. N., who was a pall- 
bearer, oceurred at the same time with that of Sailing Master 
David Porter, futher of the eclebrated Commodore David 
Porter, of Essex fame. Mrs. Farragut left three sons and two 
daughters, the younger of the latter being an infant at the breast. 

Tn 1809 Sailing Master Farragut was yelieved from com- 
mand of the schooner, and transferred to the naval station at 
New Orleans. Tiv the: same year he purchased a farm of nine 
lundred acres on Pascagoula River. In his journal Farragut says: 


“T accompanied a young man whom my father sent to clear 
the place. This epcedition was my first experience on salt 
water, and I fervently hoped, at that time, it would be my last. 
Ve took us in a small boat across Lake Pontchartrain, when it 
was blowing almost a gale; but that fact never caused my 
father any uneasir ess, for he had great confidence in his 
pirogue, consider ¢ it much safer than the gunboats. In fact, 
we were hailed when passing them, and invited to ‘eome on 
hoard until the blow was over’; but he replied that he ‘conld 
ride it out better than they could” When any one suggested 
to him the risk to which le subjected his children in thus eross- 
ing the Lake, he generally replied that ‘now was the time to 
coaquer their fears.’ 

"The most daring enterprise which my father ever per- 
formed by water was in going from New Orleans to 24gvana in 
a pirogue, a species of canoe made of two pieces of woot! instead 
of unv. The old gentleman frequently adverted to this voyage 
in ufter life. When speaking of the good qualities of luis little 
yawl, a ginall boat in which he navigated the Lake, which some 
of his friends thought a dangerous experiment, he would ex- 
claim, ‘Danger indeed! If you had said there was danger in 
guing to Havana in a pirogne, there would have been some 
retiea init; but this thing is as safe as any craft at the levee’ 
This fondness for the sca was very strong with him, but his 
health was not sufficiently good, at that period of his life, to en- 
dure the hardships of actual service, or to indulge in the plea- 
sures Of an extended ernise; so he contented ltinself with 
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making frequent trips across the Lake, with his children, in the 
yawl; a practice he kept up until the day of his death. 

“When the weather was bud we usually slept on the beach 
of one of the numerons islands in the Lake, or else on the shore 
of the main land, wrapped in the boat sail, and, if the weather 
was cold, we generally half buried ourselves in the dry sand.” 


Reference has already been made to Sailing Master David 
Porter. This gentleman was hospitably entertained, during his 
last. illness, by the parents of Adiniral Farragut. To this cir- 
cumstance the latter attributed his appointment to the Navy. 
The incident no doubt had an important bearing on his career; 
but it is highly probable that, even if he had never met his 
“kind friend and guardian,” as he calls Commodore Porter, to 
whom he acknowledged through life his great obligations, and 
with whom to the last he maintained the closest relations of 
friendship, his early training, lis fondness for sea life, and the 
inclinations of his father, who had already procured the ap- 
pointment of his eldest son William in the Navy, would still 
have given David Glasgow to the same service. The following 
is his own account of the matter: 


“Tt so happened that the father of Commodore Porter was 
serving on the New Orleans Naval Station with my father. 
He was taken sick, and my father, hearing of it, had hin 
brought to our house, where, after a severe illness, during 
which he was nursed by my mother, he died. This, as well as 
I can remember, occurred in 1809, I mention this kind act on 
the part of my parents because it is to this circumstance that I 
am indebted for my present rank in the Navy of the United 
States. Not long after his father’s death, Commander David 
Porter took command of the Naval Station at New Orleans, 
and having heard that his father died at our house, and had re- 
ceived some attention from my parents, he determined to visit 
us and adopt such one of the children as desired to go with hin. 
He accordingly came to sce us, and after a while the question 
of adoption was put to us all, when I, being inspired by his 
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uniforin and that of my brother William, who had received an 
_4pjrdatiucut in the Navy some time before, said promptly that 
Pwould go. This was after my mother’s death. I returned 
sith Commander Porter to New Orleans, where I met Mrs. 
Porter fur the first time. Thug commenced my acquaintance 
with the celebrated Commodore David Porter, late of the 
(hited States Navy, and Iam happy to have it in my power to 
say, With feclings of the warmest gratitude, that he ever was to 
ine all that he promised, my ‘friend and guardian? 

“1 continued to reside with Conunander Porter i 
accompanying him on exeursions and boat eens 
sunclilues going with my father across the Lake to his planta. 
tun; 80 that T soon became fond of this adventurous sort of life, 

* Porter was at length relieved, and retwmed to Washington 
in the bomb-keteh Vesuvius, I accompanying him. Jt was then 
that J took leave of my kind parent for ever. We touched at 
Havana, where yy learned that the brig Vixen, Captain Tripp 
hid been fired } co by a British vessel of war. I mention fliis 
merely because FT believe it was the first thing that cansed bad 
feeling in me toward the English nation. I was too young to 
kuow anything about the Revolution; bat T looked npun this 
as an fnowdt to be paid in kind, and was anxious to discharge the 
debt with interest.” . 


Communder Porter remained at the capital, with his family, 
for ee months, during which young Farragut was placed at 
school, On the removal of the Porter family to their residence 
at Chester, Pennsylvania, he accompanied them and was again 

: . , . . | eigen o 
placed in school, where he remained until CP tnander Porter 
ee oe to take charge of the frigate Essex. During his 
stay ut Washington the youth had been introduced to the Hon 

>, 1 . : 
Paul Hamilton, then Secretary of the Navy, who, after ques- 
tiwning him in regard to the service, promised him a midship- 
mal’s warrant a8 soon as he became ten years of age. This 
" my oe ae 
promise was generously redeemed, Farragut’s appointment in 
the Navy bearing date December 17, 1810, when he was a little 
nore than nine years and five months old, 

yy 
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lightly hy; on the contrary, I had always to contend with the 
burden first imposed on me by Commodore Porter's saying that 
I was ‘too young for promotion.’ Although that remark was 
made just after the action of the Essex, I never appeared to get 
any older in the cyes of the Government or iny commander, and 
consequently had to contend inch by inch, as opportunities pre- 
sented, with men of riper age and apparently more entitled to 
the places sought. Still, my good star prevailed in this in- 
stance, and it is to the enjoyment of these trials (!) that I have 
always felt myself indebted for whatever professional reputa- 
tion I have attained.” 


Ife might have added, if modesty had permitted, that it was 
likewise by his indefatigable industry in improving the advan- 
tages offered, that le acquired the skill and experience which 
served him in the great opportunities of his after-life, and en- 
abled him to use them for the benefit of his country. 


%, 
é 
- 
g. 


CHAPTER XII. 


HIS MARRIAGE—VOYAGE TO FRANOE WITH LAFAYETTE—A WINTER 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN—A VISIT TO NEW HAVEN—ESTAB- 
LISUES A SCHOOL——-REVOLUTIONS LY BUENOS AYRES-—-THE BRA- 
ZILIAN COURT—CHASED BY A PIRATE-—AT CHARLESTON DURING 
THE NULLIFICATION TROUBLES—-FARRAGUT AS AN EXECUTIVE 
OFFIOER—MAKING COMBS—-A STRANGE DISEASE—HE TAKES 
COMMAND OF THE BOXER-—-LETTER FROM COMMODORE PORTER. 


-On the 24th of September, 1823, David Glasgow Farragut 
married Susan O., third daughter of Jordan and Fanny Mar- 
chant, of Norfolk, Virginia. Je went to Washington with his 
bride, and spent a few wecks at Commodore Porter’s. THis 
health at this time was very delicate, he had not fully recovered 
from the effects of the fever, and he suffered from the affection 
of the eyes caused by the partial sunsiroke received in Tunis. 

In August, 1825, he was promoted to a lieutenancy, and 
ordered to the frigate Brandywine, Captain Morris, which had 
been designated to convey the Marquis de Lafayette to France. 
Farragut’s journal continues: 


“We sailed from the Potomac on the 13th of September. 
Lafayette was received with all military honors—manning yards, 
salutes, etc. Several steamers accompanied him to the ship. 
We ran out past the Capes, going eleven knots an hour. 

“That night the ship sprang a leak, and took in so much 
water that we threw overboard two or three thousand shot, but 
still the leak continued. 

“We had a rough but short passage, arriving in Havre on 
the twenty-fifth day. Iwas sent in to ascertain whether the 
General could land. They kept me in the boat; but next morn- 
ing the ship was admitted to pratique, and a steamer went out 
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improvement, and that my intentions will be duly appreciated. 
Tf we who wander about the world do not keep those at home 
informed of the daily improvements in other navies, how can 
we hope to improve, particularly when we see men impressed 
with the idea that, because they once gained a victory, they can 
do it again? So they may, but I can tell them it must be with 
the means of 1838, and not those of 1812. 
“Sincerely yours, 
“D, G, Farracor. 
“To Commodore Jawrs Barnon.” 


On the 12th of January, 1839, Farragut gave up the com- 
mand of the Erie, then lying at Pensacola, to Commander 
Smoot, terminating a cruise to which he declared he would al- 
ways look back with pleasure. Ile returned home by land, 
visiting his sister in New Orleans. On his arrival at Norfolk, 
finding his wife’s health in a precarious condition, he remained 
unemployed, except by occasional duty on courts-martial, until 
December, 1840. He says: 


“ At this time the disease of my afflicted wife appeared to 
be drawing to a crisis. On the 27th of December she termi- 
nated a life of unequaled suffering, which for sixteen years she 
had borne with unparalleled resignation and patience, affording 
a beautiful example of calmness and fortitude.” 


No more striking illustration of his gentleness of character 
is shown than in Farragut’s attention’ to his invalid wife. ITis 
tenderness in contributing to her every comfort, and catering to 
every whim, through sixteen years of suffering, forms one of 
the brightest spots in the history of his domestic life. When 
not at sea, he was constantly by her side, and proved himself a 
faithful and skillful nursc. It was the subject of remark by all 
who were thrown with him, and a lady of Norfolk said, “ When 
Cuprain Farragut dies, he should have a monument reaching to 
cuz ides. made Ly every wite in the city ecnoibercs a sure 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


APPOINTMENTS AND EXERCISE ON BDIPBOARD—VISITS FROM CELEB- 
RITIES—FARRAGUT RECEIVES A COMMISSION AS COMMANDER— 
TH BRAZILIAN STATION—A BULL-FIGIT—IE TAKES COMMAND 
OF THE DECATUR—GOVERNOR ROSAS—A SINGULAR FESTIVAL 
—A DIFFICULT MANG@UVRE—UP THE PARAHYBA—AN KARTH- 
QUAKE AT SEA. 


1641, received orders to the Delaware, as her executive officer. 
1¢ was in the stream, in charge of the officers of the receiving- 
ship, and on the 24th of March was delivered to us. I procesd- 
ed at once to overhaul her and rig ship with all possible dispatch. 
“T now saw and encountered for the first time the great 
difficulty of handling half tops. I bad been a looker-on for 
several days while the officers of the Pennsylvania with much 
difficulty succeeded in placing them, ‘They spent from four 
honrs to half a day in placing a single half top. I discovered 
that the operation could be performed in from fifteen to twenty 
minutes, in which time I put over the tops of the Delaware. 

“On the 7th of May four hundred and fifty men were trans- 
ferred to the ship. I stationed them as soon as possible, and 
proceeded to get ready for sea. On the 18th we dropped down 
between the forts, and on June 4th were towed down to Hamp- 
tun Roads. : 

“ Most of the crew were seamen and landsmen, and even a 
large portion of the able seamen were ignorant of exercise, so 
that two months were spent in drilling them at the single guns 
aud by divisions, before I considered them sufficiently schooled 
ty attempt general quarters. 

*T had considerable difficulty in organizing the powder 
divisiun, and making the necessary fixtures for whipping it up 


t “J arpiiep for sea service, and on the 22d of February, 
+ 

t 
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ed to succeed Mr. Upshur as Secretary of the Navy, said it was 
enough for him that I was from Norfolk; it was his intention 
to send Northern ofticers south, and Southern officers north. I 
lent my feeble aid to stop his confirmation by the Senate, and 


it was with not a little satisfaction that I heard he had said he 


was largely indebted to the officers of the Navy for his rejec- 
tion.” 


2 peti RAM, Merete 


sisters 


Sa a oe laa a 


CHAPTER XV. 


MARRIAGE TO MISS LOYALL—SERVICE ON THE PENNSYLVANIA— 
THE MEXICAN WAR—IIS EAGERNESS TO CAPTURE THE CASTLE 
OF BAN JUAN DE ULLOA—HIS DISAPPOINTMENT—-REIURN TO 
NORFOLK NAVY-YARD—-LECTURES, EXPERIMENTS, AND AUTIOR- 
BHIP. 


Ow the 26th of December, 1843, Commander Farragut mar- 
tied Virginia, eldest daughter of William Loyall, Esq., a well 
known and most respected citizen of Norfolk, Virginia. After 
a wedding tour in which they went as far north as New York, 
they returned to Norfolk by way of Richmond. 

In April, 1844, he was ordered to the ship of the line - 
Pennsylvania, at Portsmouth, Virginia, as her executive officer. 
Commodore Bolton, the Lieutenant Finch of the Essex, was in 
command of the station. The journal continues: 


“Few notable oceurrences took place, except the visit of 
President Tyler with his beautiful bride. They were accom- 
panied by a large retinue of officers and a few ladies. Later in 
the summer we had a visit from Governor McDowall, of Vir- 
ginia, and in the autumn there was a large concourse of Pres- 
byterians at the meeting of a synod in Norfolk, and they also 
visited our ship. In fact, our time was almost entirely taken 
up with the little details of duty and in showing strangers 
around the ship. 

“In November there was great excitement about the elec- 
tion of a President, each party claiming the victory by turns. 
Mr. Polk, the Democratic candidate, was successful, and the 
Whigs, filled with mortification, execrated the system of making 
voters out of new emigrants. 

“By the removal of Captain Smoot I was left in command 
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ing to f moment of his famous command is worth briefly retelling. As the fleet 

j David Farragut was reared by a family friend, Commodore David Porter. =” was passing Fort Morgan the ironclad Tecumseh struck an underwater 

In 1810, at the age of nine, Farragut received a midshipman appointment. mine, or torpedo, and sank. The old admiral then lashed himself to the 

‘The nation’s future first admiral distinguished himself in several rigging of his ship, the Hartford, made his famous utterance to ignore the 

~ hazardous encounters during the War of 1812 and afterwards against pirates. torpedoes, broke from his place in the line and hurried to put his vessel 

During the 1620s Farragut escorted merchant ships thropah the Gull of = in the lead of the fleet. - . 

¢ time, In 1825 Farragut-: This action inspired the whole fleet with confidence at a moment of 
was assigned to the ship which carried the Marquis de Lafayette back to *: confusion and indecision which might have lead to defeat, 
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_Local interest revived in Farragut legend 


@ Historical 
commission wants 
to replace sign 


By MOODY CONNELL 
Mississippi Press Staff 

GAUTIER — Memories of 
Adm. David Glasgow Farragut 
are stirring again now that the 
Gautier Historic Preservation 
Commission has shown inter- 
est in erecting a memorial sign 
along U.S. 90. 

In 1954, a historical marker 
was placed along U.S. 90 west 
of Gautier to recognize the area 
as the boyhood home of Civil 
War-hero Farragut, and his 
father, George, a soldier in the 
American Revolution. 

That sign, according to state 
historian Jim Woodrick, was 
lost during high winds from a 
storm, although the exact date 
is unknown. The cost of erect- 
ing a new monument would be 
the responsibility of the city, 
Woodrick said. 

“There are no state funds for 
markers now. We can provide 
Gautier the marker, but it will 
cost $1,500,” he said. 

Interest in the marker has 
recently been renewed. 

The area where George Far- 
ragut raised his family — shad- 
ed, rolling hills that stretched 
from Farragut lake to what is 
now Martin Bluff Road and 
into Vancleave — has become 
part of the city of Gautier 
through the recent annexation. 

The property is part of a 900- 
acre Spanish land grant award- 
ed to George Farragut. George 
Farragut joined U.S. Navy 


Capt. David Porter to support 
Gen. Andrew Jackson at the 
Battle of New Orleans in 1814, 
a stunning victory for the 
young American nation over 
British forces. 

Farragut’s son would also go 
on to glory more than 80 years 
later. 

James Farragut was taken 
in by Porter and given the 
opportunity to live a life at sea. 
The young boy changed his 
name to David in honor of his 
new benefactor. 

During the Civil War, David 
Farragut was assigned to roam 
the Gulf of Mexico from Florida 
to Texas as part of a blockade. 
Many Pascagoula vessels bear- 
ing turpentine, cotton and oth- 
er goods became prizes of the 
Union blockades. 

In 1862, Farragut was 
ordered to take New Orleans 
for the Union, and after using 
Ship Island as a base, he 
stormed up the Mississippi, 
past the city’s defenses and 
secured the South’s largest 
port. 

Farragut helped maintain 
the Union blockading strate- 
gy in the Gulf and also sup- 
ported Union army movements 
along the Mississippi River 
until 1864. 

It is said that in 1864, Far- 
ragut, aboard his flagship, 
USS Hartford, fired the ship’s 
big guns in Pascagoula’s 
waters, forcing Martin Free- 
man to abandon his fishing 
vessel. Freeman would join 
Farragut and his armada in a 
raid on Mobile Bay later that 
year. 


Pushing forward against the 
Confederate ironclad CSS Ten- 
nessee, as well as stationary 
mines known then as torpe- 
does and the guns of Forts 
Gaines and Morgan, Farragut 
pressed on for a decisive Union 
victory with Freeman as his 
ship’s pilot. 

Farragut, as the commander 
of Union forces engaging 
Mobile, had to climb above the 
smoke of battle high in his 
gunboat’s maintop, holding on 
to Freeman’s foot to signal him 
as Confederate shells and bul- 
lets whistled around them. 
Here, it has been reported, 
Farragut made the order to 
“damn the torpedoes, full speed 
ahead!” 

Freeman, the operator of a 
fishing fleet out of New 
Orleans who had managed to 
stay neutral until his 
encounter with the Union 
admiral, was awarded the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor for 
bravery. 

George Farragut died at 
Point Plaquet in West 
Pascagoula, although his actu- 
al burial site is unknown. In 
1870, David Glasgow Farragut 
died, and was buried in New 
York. 

A large bronze statue was 
raised in Farragut Square in 
Washington, D.C., while anoth- 
er was erected in Madison 
Square in New York City. 

It will be up to the Gautier 
Historic Preservation Com- 
mission and the city to decide 
if a memorial should be 
restored to recognize his boy- 
hood home in Mississippi. 


Search continues for escapee 


POPLARVILLE (AP) — 
The search for a man who 
escaped from the Pearl River 
County jail went into the 
night and law enforcement 
officers reviewed problems 
with visitation procedures at 
the facility. 


A sheriff’s department-~ 


spokesman said late Monday 
that Frederick Henry Suttle, 
35, of Picayune, had not been 
located. 
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Suttle fought his way out of 
the jail Sunday morning 
while a woman visiting him 
shot at jailers, wounding one. 

On Monday, state and 
county investigators said Sut- 
tles has a long criminal his- 
tory. 

“He should be considered 
armed and extremely dan- 
gerous,” said Capt. John 
Miller of the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol, which is 


heading the investigation. 

Suttles is believed to have 
the handgun used during his 
Sunday escape. 

The woman who helped 
Suttles escape, Maria Terrisa 
Novak, 37, of Nicholson, was 
caught Sunday afternoon. 

She was transferred to the 
Harrison County jail on 
Monday in custody of the 
Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration. 


Farragut 
descendant 
to take part 
in re-creation 


By MOODY CONNELL 
Mississippi Press Staff 

MOSS POINT — A Civil War 
re-enactment will carry on a 
family tradition May 3 when 
Richard Farragut of 
Pascagoula visits Mobile to 
take part in a re-creation of the 
Battle of Mobile Bay. 

A descendant of Adm. David 
Farragut, who led the Union 
forces against Confederate 
defenders in the historic bat- 
tle for control of the South’s 
last remaining port, Richard 
will join others who storm the 
Mobile harbor in “Thunder on 
the Bay 2002.” 

Richard is the son of James 
Farragut Sr., a World War II 
veteran who kept the Farragut 
naval tradition alive, rescuing 
a sailor from danger near the 
Marshall Islands. 

Richard and his father work 
in real estate from offices on 
Old Mobile Highway. James 
Farragut Jr., an attorney, 
shares the offices, which are 
adorned with memorabilia of 
family history, including paint- 
ings depicting the Battle of 
Mobile Bay. 

These Farraguts are the 
descendants of Adm. Far- 
ragut’s older brother, William 
J. Farragut, who was born in 
1797. 

Two sisters, Nancy and Eliz- 
abeth, also lived in Jackson 
County during the 19th-centu- 
ry, and David Farragut — the 
first U.S. Navy officer to attain 
the rank of Adm. — often 
slipped through enemy lines to 
see his family in Mississippi. 

James Farragut Sr. recalls 
fondly the family tradition. 
When the time came for him 
to serve his country, he joined 
the U.S. Navy, like his brother 
before him. 

“I was in San Francisco get- 
ting ready to go overseas when 
I met my brother, Ed, who had 


Chief Photographer/R. Kelly Boyd 


FARRAGUT FAMILY — Local descendants of Adm. 
David Farragut, Richard W. Farragut, left, James L. 
Farragut Jr., right, and their father, James L. Farragut Sr. 
pose with memorabilia of their famous relative. 


fought in the war for three | 


years and was coming home. 
He had been in major battles 
on a destroyer escort,” Far- 
ragut said. 

Athletically in good shape, 
Farragut said he was first in 
swimming, rifle shooting and 
the 100-yard dash among 360 
Navy men, when assigned to 
an amphibious landing craft 
and training to invade Japan. 

He was on duty when an 
atomic bomb was dropped on 


a ship during a demonstration: 


The demonstration, and the 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki by American planes 


Special to The Mississippi Press 


in fall of 1945, brought World James L. Farragut Sr., 


War II to an end. 
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oem Pes eerste tl ig er bf Waldig-} ~May Taylor, went over to Bie; Mobile. 

RTANT } ; ( Acie | exh Salrdayaigheto hear the Bund? a Q.. Graham, whe has. be 

iR SCHOOL ic ENUMERATORS | ty clogy Miss Glee Club.” They came heme . ploye ‘ed at we for-gome 

i Grande Ecore. delighted with the entertainment. ome ona visit Ma his fax 

pcm ord We Bi ‘Bons. 75 i A Aa oat 2 es a precipitous hills) i Mondames ty B. Marshall,. x. oa ant Be. dl, da Depons. 

¥ we orwech out inte the valley o: weephrey, N. Wo Rameay, Do Cy ritton of? ‘re : 

“wa et Misstep Schoo | agoula, like the five fingers of a | Toler, J.B. Jueckard, Vance Morrig,! day visitors tor 8 wi 


of the State 6 Misnian' ppt fend one discovers beneath the fol cart Davis, 8. R, Ratliff, W. Be lant. 

Chapter 28, Sections 207-216 gee of wantic branches, many, i 

ive T1783)... require the | ridges hat tag the. tows that enen pon ee 
vtharye ofthe naiped to form & ‘large plantation, | 

edn the loreal fommunity ‘to Here and there a fallen chimney 


ea HES ideas GP AA Ba 


itt: 
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‘creepy div way — bet 
A wake 3 an epic worth 


Grande Ecorse. 
‘sme owas: > Aw one climbs the ae hitie| | 


intent 
Apes of --Sehoit ae? eo Sa inte the VR 
of the Stat desippl hand, one ade beneath the fel! 


Chapter 28 Sections 207. idly of gh 
} gantic branches, many 
Xe. pages 773) reqaire the (ridges ‘marking the rows that mang - 
oa ‘anchor. ’ an tharge: of the helped to form w large plantation. | 
the local community’ 40 Here and there a fallen chimney. 
enumeration of educable chil- marks the site where some residence | 
in_ 1927, ‘giving the following | stood on the old estate. Vines that. 
ration: ence a vineyard straggle | 
ae ob parent. of soardien:| through Uh eh the waderbrush, and, al 
dren the abbery once . cultivated. b 
aad twentyatie years gs “ice Pie hands ran wild in the ancien r 


Manaea of children grouped by | Sreele of the survival of the fit-| 
ot between-ages of five-and Alt our beauty ia not spread upon | 
GHerPERES be the sliver strand that nes ur | 
Vane een) and sex of each child | Reset, Tucked away in the protec. | 
ce Ltien ef oar watercourses there 
“Heelationship” of eke chit to i mauch yet undiscovered; there is much | 
‘tehuepter 19, Seer 18Ty page | to challenge the pioneering spirit of | 
these who will pull d their tees and | 
Indicate those ehildren whe! inet t retreats. 
‘quired te attend school by the | “The forty acres that apremi over | 
Haory School Law. (0 pater Lake Farragut, the seceng of pir. | 
vetion 100, page 58), tes’ rendezvous, before it became | 
Indicate | ‘res lence of chilaren | ‘ th well selected site of the Farragut | 
ral distriéts y township and | ostate, will also on its own good tine | 
Hoes: in cities by house want | Tend itself to the touch of the Innde | 
streets and wards where prac +) scape engineer and builder of | 
a {Beetion. 207), i paradizes, Seeped and saturated | 
Submit list of all the children. with historical interest, South Missis- | 
i the school district with all in| sippi hag not all been discovered. | 
ition required to the local Bw Glascoe Farragut, born at. 
of trustees for approval. (Ses- Manica; emi vated io the United) 
HO), States in 1776; fought in the Revo-. 
Submit list of all the ehildren | tution, and hia rant of Grande Ecore | 
vihe school district with all Im ian the Pascagoula by tho King of | 
ition reauired on or before | Spain, confirmed later by Congress: | 
a t, 1027 te the county superin- "| mapas for a time at Pascagoula, | 
mh ah Sear 210), and father of Admiral Farragut, one | 
jof the world's great naval heroes; 
aed Beore passing to another | 
| fei, and then the property of | 
__& me {eer Ni. Blowers - 30 m ‘bl 
| Dengue, mith ef Jeekaon; prope chan: ing j 
* - Grippe, Flu, hands only twice A eeetah sh ‘ 
us Fever, and Malaria. |a contury-—and there are still E those | 
Yt Killa the germs, | whe think our real estate changes | 
jhands every sight. 
1 Ride some day t¢ Grande Eeore: 
j and cateh the romance of it. 


snares has NB 


‘Women, to Look Well, 
You Must te = 


Alam For 
hallews. with Sie yan | | 
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iasi| WHEN ADMIRAL FARRAGUT 
ien|CAPTURED PASCAGOULA 


le,{ This is a fascinating Civil War| 
of story you won't find in the formal 
am-lhistaries of the Coast —— about 
ag-/that August night in 1864 when Ad- 
atimiral David Farragut of the Union 
ty, |Navy, in his own Flagship HART- 
FORD, captured his beloved boy- 
ggifood home town of Pascagoula, 
ranieame ashore to see his sister and 
im. Spent the next day visiting with 
the{childhood playmates — and’ thenin: 
ae, {proceeded with his fleet to fight 
inq{and win the Battle of Mobile Bay 
that sealed off-the Confederacy’s:,, 
, |last seaport. ie 
tes| It was not braggadocio, a desire jd 
to [on the part of grown up Davylja 
rs, Farragut to flaunt his brass and 
A his big guns before the eyes of his 
“boyhood pals, Admiral Farragut 
Dd was too big a man for a petty show! 
OB like that. I. was not because Pas-| 
"0! cagoula represented any strategic; 
military objective — on the con-: 
he trary its capture had not the slight-! 
of est bearing on the fleet's battle 
is,prans. Nor was it because Davy {t 
anlFarragut ioak time.out from his!8 
ndjcountry’s business to make alP 
sic¢{family call on lis sister. No, Far- a 
m 


c.'2 


rt 


be 


AN OG S 
? 


'k-tragut was toa besv and too con- 
si-iscious of Jiss burden of duty to 
{d-'throw away a day for personal ch. 
vs- reasons. fee 
hel You won't believe this — but hel 
leaptured Pascagoula for one mau; 
of!he knew was there — a man whose 
is-Jimportance you'll understand when ie 


a-jyou've finished this. ee 
[ KNOW YOUR COASY got the Ste: 
jslovy from the precious noles uf i 


Walter Lewis, former editor of the} 
Pascagoula Chronicle-Star 9 who' h 
died in 1946 and who had heared and bus 
neltecorded the tale as it was told Gan 
we by the oldlimers. N 
‘Id! On the night referred to the Pes 
nt\Flagship HARTFORD left the 2%° 
n-| Federal fleet in the Gulf and came: tal 
silently around the bend of Point 
aux Chene on Pascagowa Bay! 
and anchored in the darkness off! 
ithe mouth of Bayou Rosa. . 
As soon as it was stationary! 
co fAdmiral Farragut came on deck) 
yefand ordered five guns fired in the 
ja@aht in’ this order: Bam-bitm,| mis 
gsjbam, bam-bam, Although th elave 
ar Ship’s officers must have thought! sy- 
ihe was demented, ihe guns were 
alfived without question in the stag-| vil 
jigered order as directed. 
1g Au was very quiet for about!cro 
forty-five minutes and then sud-|froe: 
4 jdenly the darkness was filled with} Was 
qithe stacatfo rattle of small arms.|_.& 
{An officer rushed to the Admiral’s Kici 
Wleabin, “We are being atlacked,|2°9 
‘lsir!’ he reported incredulously. aut 
Wi'Attacked by whom? calmy_ in-|0? 
D-'quired Farragut. The officer grin- and 
arned and said. “It looks like engl 
*Simosquitoes, sir. They have shot! 
ithe flag away and are now shoot-| 
jing at our water Iave."” Still smil- 
atiing, fhe Adssiral inquired: “Any 
n-{casualties?’’ “No sir,” the officer | 
sai continued, “they. do not scem_to. 2 
ty: shooling at our men or our decks.” 0; 
Completely satisfied with the ex- 
afiplanation Farragut issued his or- [ 
n 


h 
Doth. 


ders. “Lower boats and look for 
a‘a fishing boat with an Indian sym- 
idibo} painted on its bow and bring 
r-{Martin Freeman to nve. Don't shoot 
miat them, they won't shoot at you.’ /oRe 


! In a few minutes the officer re- a 
tuned with a stocky fisherman ¢,o, 
Nand was told to leave the cabin.ti@ 
9.\"Well, Martin, you got my signal.ly,, 
mf see,” grinned the Admiral when: ain, 
Gi they were alone. tare 
| "Yes — I was with the fishing} 
‘Slboats around the point of Petit 
Y'Bois when we got what the boys 
‘lthought. was an invitation for aici, 
‘Clfight, You know some of them! oy’ 
“"have gone ashore for more shot-\ ae 
¥ guns to take over this gunboat be-.j;¢ 
ifore morning.” A humorous twin-l ac” 


7 ‘ : sion’ 
[ke in his eye answered the Ad-i"- 


Te. 
Jt 
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8-G—Missigsippi Press People and Progress 


Chevron U.S.A. 


County boar 


The decision by Standard Oil 
to locate an oil refinery in 
Jackson County was probably 
due as much to the Jackson 
County Port Authority and the 
Jackson County Board of 
Supervisors as it was to anyone 
else. 

In the 1950s the Board of 
Supervisors were looking toward 
the future. After the economic 
boom of World War II, the 
employment picture and future 
development looked bleak for 
the area. The supervisors, 
Hermes Gautier, Eddie Khayat, 
Olin Davis, A.P. Moran and Olin 
Davis, issued $2 million in bonds 
to be paid for by the seawall tax 
for industrial development. 

A bill authorizing the creation 
of the Jackson County Port 
Authority was passed by the 
State Legislature and the first 
port authority was appointed. 
W.R. Guest Sr., a member of the 
port authority and Ingalls 
executive vice president, knew 
the port needed a deep-water 
channel in order for Ingalls to 
obtain contracts for larger 
vessels. 

The supervisors used a 
quarter of the $2 million 
earmarked for industrial de- 
velopment to purchase 5,000 
acres just east of Pascagoula, 
the area now known as Bayou 
Casotte Industial Park. The rest 
of the $2 million was put towards 
dredging the channel into Bayou 
Casotte. 

Soon, industries started 
locating in the industrial park. In 
November 1961, ground was 
broken on Standard Oil of Ken- 
tucky’s 2,600-acre portion of 
Bayou Casotte Industrial Park. 

The refinery grew out of a 
corporate merger which oc- 
curred in the early 1960s. 

In 1961 Standard Oil of 
California discovered large 


Sunday, March 16, 1886 


quanities of crude oil in the Gulf 
of Mexico. However, there were 
no marketing outlets in the 
southeastern portion of the Un- 
ited States. 

On the other side of the coin, 
Standard Oil of Kentucky was 
the leading marketer of 
petroleum products in the 
Southeast, but the company did 
not have any oil fields or re- 
fineries of its own. The company 
had to rely on production by 
other companies for its 
petroleum production. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
wanted to break up the basic 
arrangements Standard Oi of 
Kentucky had at the time, so the 
company was merged with 
Standard Oil of Calfiornia. 

The merger was, in the words 
of a former president of Stan- 
dard Oil of Kentucky, ‘‘... pro- 
bably the happiest marriage of 
two oil companies in the (oil) 
industries history.’’ Together 
they could work for the produc- 
tion of so-called crude oil, but to 
do this, a refinery had to be 
constructed. 

The companies inspected 
several locations along the 
northern border of the Gulf of 
Mexico. Jackson County and the 
state of Mississippi made it clear 
they wanted the refinery built 
here. 

Two years after the ground 
breaking ceremony in 1961, the 
company was training 
operators. The facility which 
spread over 427 acres was com- 
pleted in less than two years and 
under budget. In September 
1963, the refinery was operating. 

During a reorganization of all 
domestic oil and gas operations, 


_Standard Oil became Chevron 


U.S.A. in 1976. The company has 
undergone several expansions 
during the 23 years it has been 
located in Jackson County. 


AL GUERARD (deceased), the first 
Chevron manager, served here from 
Sept. 1, 1962, until his retirement on 
Feb. 1, 1970. 


& wa a4 tee SE ey S 
PAUL RUHTER took over as 
manager in June 1982 and served 
until March 1985. Ruhter is now 
general manager of operations and 
services on Larson’s staff in 
California. 
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part in locating 


THRON RIGGS, now retired and 
living in West Sedona, Ariz., headed 
the focal operation from Feb. 2, 
1970, until June 1, 1971. 


MIKE HANNON, Chevron’'s present 
manager, arrived here in November 
1983 as manager of operations, and 
in March 1985 was named refinery 
general manager to succeed Ruhter. _ 


PAUL LARSON succeeded Riggs in 
June 1971 and served until De- 
cember 1976. Larson is now the vice 
president of manufacturing for 
Chevron U.S.A. 
cisco. 


Inc. in San Fran- 


1986 


People/progress 


A salute to those persons who 
™ have served and directed our 
™ community through the years 


ROD HARTUNG was the fourth 
manager. He took over the refinery in 
January 1977_and left in June 1982. 
Hartung is now the vice president of 
public affairs for Chevron U.S.A. in 
San Francisco. 


Adm. Farragut spent | 


youth in Pascagoula : 


Admiral David Glasgow Far- 
ragut, the United States’ first 
admiral, spent his youth in 
Pascagoula and returned to 
capture the city for the Union in 
August 1864. 

An interesting history on Ad- 


miral Farragntic raturn tn hie 


Admiral Farragut at the river 
entrance. They had been warned 
of his arrival by the staggered | 
firing of five guns on the 
Hartford. About 45 minutes after 
the guns were fired, an officer | 


“lamas 
lund 
yau0id 
NH34 


reported to Admiral Farragut - 
wocbeaing nt 


that thair shin 


Page 159 of 171 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Farragut Family File #3 


rarest rae 


AT A SHIP LAUNCHING — Participating in a ship launching are Cong. ) 
William M. Colmer, A.J. Grassick of Ingalls Shipbuilding, and Hermes — 
Gautier, who served in the Legislature and as county supervisor. : 


# eit 


VILLIAM “FISHBAIT” MILLER of 
‘ascagoula served on Capitol Hill for 
2 years (1933-75), including 28 as 
‘emocratic doorkeeper of the House 
| Representatives. 


pee 


si ae. 
EBB J. FORD (1886-1947) was 
district attorney for three terms. He 


‘ is was first Missisippian to win a se 
DR. N.L. LAMBERT was one of the Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford, 
first physicians in Pascagoula. England. 


Little served as first postmaster (<7) 


Robert Little was the first (later the city of Ocean Springs). ©@ 
Oe 4-4 appointed postmaster in 1853 of Frederic F. Moeling wasthenew mo 
the first Ocean Springs Post postmaster in 1854 but it is not ph 
ERNANDO U. GAUTIER headeda Office named ‘‘Lynchburg known where the post office was. ava 
ioneer family on the coast. Gautier | Springs’. In the very next year wea 
ommunity was named for this early the Ocean Springs Hotel suc- . 

aitler. ceeded in giving its name to the 


mant affiann nowed tn 4h --29t- — 
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\LBERT GRANT DELMAS was an 


yarly settler, who served as clerk of 
he court. He was famous for pro- 
jagation of Schley and Delmas 
ecans. 
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Aen Oo ERT ao 
hometown is included in The 
Pascagoula Women’s Club’s 
Bicentennial publication 
Thought You Should Know, 
written by Carroll Anne 
Ainsworth. 

It was over 50 years after 
Farragut left Pascagoula that he 
returned as commander of a 
United States Navy fleet, on its 
way from New Orleans to occupy 
Mobile Bay. 

While many tales have been 
told of Farragut’s reasons for 
capturing Pascagoula — ranging 
from a desire to see his family 
and old friends to the city being a 
strategic military point — Ms. 
Ainsworth said Farragut came 
to get the man who was to 
determine Farragut’s success at 
the Battle of Mobile Bay. 

“To aecomplish this purpose, 
the Hartford, the admiral’s 
flagship, left the Union Fleet in 
the Gulf of Mexico, came around 
the bend of Point AuxChene on 
Pascagoula Bay and anchored 
off the mouth of Bayou Rosa. 

“The local fishing fleet of 
luggers, catboats, rowboats and 
pirogues, under the command of 


Capt. Martin Freeman, met 


Panag Aaa 
CE WALTER 
ROMINA bain 


E. WALTER, who 
k many, if not most of 
early photographs of 
s-Point, is seen in 
t of his shop, Sing- 
River Studio, on 
ty Street. He took 
tof the local family 
tographs that are 
lable today. 


aggre] pereaoosip B1UIOFTEO | 
+7 cht PERO RB AS wh 9 6h SE at- 
tacked. 
“The admiral ordered his men 
to lower boats and look for a 
fishing boat with an Indian 
symbol painted on its bow. They 
were to bring Martin Freeman, 
who would be in that boat, to 
Admiral Farragut. In a few 
minutes the officer returned 
with Martin Freeman. 


“Captain Freeman told Ad- 
miral Farragut that he could not 
capture Pascagoula without a 
battle and if the admiral did 
defeat the local fishing fleet, he 
would enlist under Admiral 
Farragut as his pilot into Mobile 
Bay. : 


“Admiral Farragut, knowin 
that the fishing fleet, manned by 
men armed with squirrel rifles, 
pitchforks, Bowie knives and 
hard fists could not defeat his 
ship, fired three guns broadside 
toward Round Island. 

“The fishing fleet under Cap- 
tain Freeman’s command then 
surrendered. Admiral Farragut 
had captured Pascagoula, 
making his boyhood home once 
more own allegiance to the Stars 
and Stripes.” 


Page 161 of 171 


| 


a atti tits 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Farragut Family File #3 
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Saar 5 boyhood home Was in 
Pascagoula. Ak She age of twelve 

he Commanded Co slip and @reun men. 
Presid eat janeetw h onored him 

with the rank Keay Admiral, never before 
held in the Navy « Tamous fine uring 

te past(e of Mobile Beas ~~ Daum th 2. tay pedas ~ 
Ful Spee ahead’ 1S Sti(( Quoted Sodau,. 
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Elaine Herrmann 
:. of Monterey, 
- Calif., holds a 
Civil War diary 
by Josiah Parker 
‘Higgins, a sailor 


> Brown says h 
aware of accus: 


1K 


_ against Prichari 
; » Farragut's before he took | 
Fleet,"a ° : ‘ae a 
chronicle of life er was if DEE, u 

. aboard ship of FBI raid 

during war. 
; By JEB SCHRENK 
Staff Reporter 


Prichard Police : 
Brown said Friday 
quested a federal 
into allegations of p 
duct and knew abot 
tions before taking 
this year. 

Brown also saic 
formed beforehand « 
FBI raid, in which cc 
files were seized fr 
fices in the city. 

“I and my staff a: 
to the removal of 
from city governm 


By GEORGE WERNETH 
Page 163 of 171 


uried under old sum- 
mer hats and travel 
photo albums in the 


basement of her Cali- 


fornia home lay a di- 
ary that would pull Elaine » 
Herrmann back more than 100 
years to the hard days of the. 
Civil War. 

It would take her thoughts 
far away to the Gulf Coast — 
to the Union blockade of the 
port of Mobile and the naval 
battle for New Orleans. 

The diary had been left to 
her in the early 1980s — along 


with the other items in a dusty 


box — by an elderly friend of 
her mother’s. The script was 
flowery and hard to read, and 


Herrmann, looking at it for the -.. 


first time, figured it must have 


flowed from a woman's hand. 


The woman seemed to have 


had a full life, too, because she 


had much to write about. 
Over the next 10 years, 
Herrmann flipped through the 
diary from time to time, never. 
giving it much thought until 


the day that a name leaped out 


at her: “Farragut.” 


“And that was crystal clear,” 


she.said, In a recent telephone 
interview-from her home in 
Monterey. “I remembered the 


Corrections 


WA list published July ~- 
23 contained inaccurate 
information about the 
student uniforms re- _ 
quired by two Mobile | 
County public schoals, 
Williamson High and Han- 
kins Middle (formerly 
Theodore Middle), Cor- 
rected information ap- 
pears today on Page 6B. 


B& A Bay Weekend cal- 
endar listing Friday gave 


Inenvraat infauemnnatiang -— 


Staff, wire oop 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Farragut Family File #3 


begins, “Off Mepis Bay, Sept. 18, 1862.” 


INSIDE: Te Battle of Mobile Bay 


- USN. Adin Farragut 


CSN Adm. Buchanan ' 


Register artist Jeff Darby portrays in full-page color detail, 
the three phases of the Battle of Mobile on Aug. 5, 
vdeee "4. Breaching the entrance, 2. Gunboat chase 


The tropics S uewal diane of life once again by 
allowing Tropical:Storm Alberto, the first named 
system of the Atlantic hurricane season, to get 
cranked up. . 

Alberto, which early Friday had been undet- 
going wind shear ‘as a depression, had developed 
well-defined, low-level, circulation by later Friday 
morning. Forecasters at the National Hurricane ° 


and 3. Tennessee attacks. 
te feettt Page 12A 


it was related to the Civil 
War.” 

In her school days she had 
studied about Union Rear 
Adm. David Farragut, known 
_ . for uttering the famous line in 
the Battle of Mobile Bay: 


“Damn the torpedoes! Full 


', speed ahead.” 

+. As she began to pore over 
_ithe diary, she saw headings 
* that read of locales such as 


: ob ts " Vicksburg, Natchez and “Off 
ORVILLE MYERS/Monterey County Herald ~ 


A page from the Civil War diary of Josiah Rae Ae It a 


"Mobile Bay.” By then, “I felt a 

’ .tremendous sense of awe over 

' what I was holding in my 

hands,” she said. 

_ The diary, Herrmann 

: learned through careful scruti- 

| tly and research, was written 

| between January 1862 and July 

+ ° 1864 by a young man from 

| Massachusetts, Josiah Parker 

| Higgins. He was a yeoman, or 

| ship's clerk, on the Kennebec, 
a gunboat in Farragut’s fleet. 

|, Soon, Herrmann decided 
that she had to bring the diary 


* to light. 


: years. I thought, ‘If 1 don’t tran- 


‘| seribe it, who will?” ” A regis- 


tered nurse and single mother 


‘| of two sons, she took on the 


i 
i 
| 
| “It landed in my lap after 140 
| 
i 
| “task in her precious off hours. 


-. Please see The name Page 4A» 


Stuck 
federé 


> Former Pricha 
narcotics office: 
prominently in « 


By JOE DANBORN 
Staff Reporter 


Federal prosecut 
have at least 
dropped drug charg 
Atlanta man, in part 
case might have hir 
mony from embattle 
chard Police Sgt. Jor 

US. Attorney J. 
office requested the 
missal of the various 
crack cocaine. cot 
Frankie Miller with 


Battle Ha 
may be ¢ 


'» Mayor suggests ide< 


packaging new office 
building, old hotel to 
chief David Bronner 


By KATHY JUMPER 
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NUBILE: PRESS REGISTER: 


‘Sunday, Aug. 5, 1s 


VIL; WARE PASCAGOULA‘ T 

ascagoula,. “Miss.;5 ‘as. it’ looked about the: time: of the Civil’ War. 
nion- ‘Admiral’ David. G.. Farragut. at one. time lived. in’ Pascagoula 
ith’ his father’ George; Farragut, Members of the Farragut: family °.... 
ill ‘reside:\in'., ‘the: cities. along the Mississippi .coast,. Some: 
cernberse fithe! Farragut oor ‘at one time: resided: in- Mobile, 


Higa BY RALPH POORE * 
DUS Dress Register Reporter .~ a 
as Agee: David .G.’ Farragut entered Mobile Bay 115. years. aga ‘igeyc , 
ay shouted: ‘Damn; the torpedoes! Capt. Drayton, go ahead! Jouett, full’ 
jeed!” his sister waited in her home 45 miles away In Pascagquia, Miss, 
Called. a. traitor. by some’Confederates, Farragut was a Southerner and: 
ke a “qumber of? other, Southerners’ who could not bring themselves to” 


_ Spanish. ‘tard grant which included the areas around “Vancteave, st. ‘Maran | 

. and Gautier. - 

. The Moss: Point businessman said that many members of the ‘Farragut: 
_ family -sttH live in the area and that at one time a number of Farraguts © 

had’ moved , to - Mobile, ironically living in the city their Ancestor had 

‘ conquered. 


In 4813-14. George Farragut accompanied his friend ‘Gen. Andrew 


ironically living in’ the city their. ‘ancestor nad conquered: While — 
Admiral. Farragut was damning the torpedoes in Mobile Bay Aug. 
“§, 1864, his sister waited at her home: in Pascagoula. According te | 
sca great-grandnephew of the admiral’s, James, L. Farragut, Sr., . 


who lives in Moss: Point, sans the admiral would often call on. his 


ngister: ‘during the war, putting into: ae at Fort Massachusetts ¢ on 
Ship Island, Director of the Museum of the City, of Mobile Caldwell 
_ Delaney ‘said that the admiral’s sister was. an- ardent’ Confederate 
who..gometimes. tried to.get the admiral to. help: out .her friends. 
(Photo courtesy of of the Jauseum: of. the City of Mobile.) os 


eas The. young David ‘paras often! sccompanied his father on his 
; hazardous expiaits, 


After his mother died of yellow fever. ‘according to James Farragut, 


David Farragut was reared by a family friend, Commodore David Porter. 

In 1810, at the age of nine, Farragut recetved.a “midshipman appointment. 
The ‘nation’ gs future first admiral distinguished himself in several 

-hazardous encounters during the War of 1812 and aflerwards against pirates. 
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Pages of a diary kept by Civil War union sallor Josiah Parker Higgins. Elaine Herrmann of en Calif., found the diary and transcribed and 
edited Its contents into a 98-page, self-published volume called “Yeoman in Farragut’s Fleet,” a chronicle of life during war, in real time. That means 
not just the high drama of battle, but the si stretches of boredom and homesickness and nearly complete ignorance about what was happening 


pn other fronts. 


‘ Canklntiae from Page 1A 

' Herrmann — who was nota 
Civil War buff — found that the 
diary carried her straight to the 
yending, rip-roaring 1860s. “I 
couldn't wait to get home from 
work each day and see what hap- 
pened next,” she said. 

‘She finished transcribing It on 
Dec. 31. 1996. and sent the mann- 


His March 7, 1862, entry while 
at Ship Island along the central 


_ Gulf Coast, said in part: 


“I hope before I finish these 
pages, before the last page is 


-reached, that J shall have left the 


Kennebec forever. | have seen 
enough of the U.S. Navy to know 
that it is not a fitting place for a 
young man, I have learned 


associations are very unpleasant. 
Not only unpleasant but disagree- 
able, often times disgusting: are . 
these the stuff of which heroes 
are made?” ; 
An entry made by Higgins off 
Mobile Bay, dated Jan. 9, 1864, 
told of the capture ofa Mobile 
bar pilot who had been helping 
ships slip past the Union block- 


The name ‘Farragut caught her attention 


With considerable skill, Hig- 
gins described the beauty of the 
sea and land of the central Gulf 
Coast. In his diary, he mourned 
the death of his sister, and there 
is mention of a young woman 
back home named “Vine.” He is 
believed to have later. married 
her, 

Higgins completed his service 


Feds 


Prichi 


yContinued from Page 


He also was acc 
ing department po 
ing a civilian to dr 
car while he wa: 
and passed out int 

Stuckey, throug! 
has denied any wrc 

As of late Friday 
been charged as a 
investigation. 

Brown said thal 
cepting the chief’: 
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gations from Norv 
Brown said he rec 
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munity. 

Brown was swo. 
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esting but seemed repetitious at 
times and required more editing 
than they cared to invest. 

1 Then, on March 29, 1998, she 
was ina traffic accident that shat- 
tered her right arm. “As I stared 
up through the sun roof of the 
car, | thought ‘Hallelujah!’ ” She 
was going to have the down time 
she needed to edit, trim, and 
publish the diary herself, 

' She researched Higgins’ ac- 
counts by comparing them with 
records at the Naval Post Gradu- 
ate School near her home. She . 
also wrote to the National Ar- _ 
chives for more > Information on. 
Higgins. 

‘The result was a 98-page’ 
book, “Yeoman in Farragut's 
Fleet,” which she published 
earlier this year. 

| Higgins, a young man who 
had been unable to decide ona 
career, enlistedinthe Union 
Navy on his 21st birthday and © 

~ Joined the Kennebec on the same 
day — the day it was commis- 
stoned — Feb. 8, 1862. 

‘ Higgins would spend two and 
a half years on the Kennebec and, 
despite his support for the Union’ 
cause, often expressed a strong 
wish to leave the gunboat and go 
home. 
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ing, such vulgarity, such wicked- 
ness | have never heard or seen. I 
trust that the high example I have 
had set before me for the past 
twenty-one years will follow me 
now that Iam absent from them, 
now that 1 am away from home. 

“Home! Home! Home!” 

But another entry showed 
that — although he longed for his 
native Massachusetts — he was - 
concerned about doing the right . 
thing. 

“May the war soon come to 
an end, righteousness prevail, 
and we return to home and 


friends. But may we:do our Gute 


to our God and country.” 
+ In his May. 17; 1862, entry he 
>, asked: 

“What are we living for? And — 
are we gaining it? Can we answer 
this question as it should be an- 
swered by us? Are we living for 
our own gratification? To obtain 
our own ends? If so, we shall be 
grievously mistaken, and the time 
will come in which we shall see 
our mistake...” 

The young yeoman was morti- 
fied by the caliber of sailors he 
served with. In his entry of April 
15, 1862, he wrote: 

“A man-of-war is a very poor 
place for a young man to be; the 


r 


passed under the guns of Forts * 


“re was a Mopile plot, and 
when asked what he was doing 
outside (the entrance to the bay) 
he confessed that he had piloted | 
a schooner out cotton laden. We 
signalized the flag ship and gave 
chase after the schooner.” 

The schooner was captured 
by thé Kennebec and the prison- 
ers were brought on board. 

“A more desperate ‘black leg’ 
set of men I never saw than came 
from her; they were all dressed in 
the best manner, and looked like 
a set of gamblers,” Higgins wrote.. 

The diarist found himself in 


the midst of warfare in April 1862 - 


as the Union fleet moved up the: 
‘Mississippi River-on its way to 
“capture New Orleans! The fleet 


Jackson and St. Philip. 
“Immediately the forts began ; 
firing and kept it up until seven 
o'clock. Never in my life did] see 
or hear such a scene... all the © - 
vessels run the gauntlet except- 


ing three, ours, t he Winona. and ° 


fi 


the ‘Itasca.’ 
“The ‘Itasca’ was struck thir-.’ 


‘teen times and one shot went 


through her boilers, disabling her 
and scalding one man... The ‘WI- 
nona’ had four men killed and 
three severely wounded so she 
was obliged to return.” 


. fins became a merchant and" 
i 


. should contact her 


O! Mopue Bay, tne pioodiest nav- 
al conflict of the Civil War, on 
Aug. 5, 1864. Jack Friend, a Mo- 
bile authority on the battle, 
noted in a recent interview that 
one sailor was killed and six were 
wounded on the Kennebec dur- 
ing the fighting. 

Friend, who knows that some 
war “diaries” turn out to be fakes 
or filled with half-truths, said Hig- 
gins’ experiences strike him as 
the genuine thing. “Josiah Hig- 
gins was a skillful writer anda 
keen observer of the world 
around him,” he said. 

Back in Massachusetts, Hig- . 


Lk 


ved until 1895, Herrmann de- “ 


-terminéd through research. She” 
« said she also discovered that he, 
~ had published poems. 


errmann, who has a bache- 
lor’s degree in English and a mas- 
ter's degree In public health, had 
2,000 copies of the book printed, 


: selling for $21.95 each. Anyone 


interested in buying the book 
eb site at © 
www.civilwardiary.com. 
Ironically, Higgins penned this 
line in his diary: “And a good 
journal is a very rare thing, very 
rare indeed. However, I only keep 
this for my own eyes so it does - 
not matter so much.” 
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months-old investigation into 
possible corruption in the de- 
partment. 


Prichard Police Chief Sammie” 


Brown said Friday he asked for 
the external Investigation of his 
department earlier this year and 
ad advance warning of Thurs- 
day's raid. 
i No one had been charged by 
late Friday as a result of the in- 
vestigation. 


ny 


Stuckey, who ts in his late 40s 
and still lives in South Alabama, 
resigned In March amid allega- 
tions of misconduct. As part of 


his duties with Prichard, he was a: 


member of a multi-agency Drug 


Enforcement Administration task 
force in Mobile. DEA officials dis- . 
missed him from the task force in‘ 


February. 
Court documents show that 


served a state search warrant at 
a home on Mack Street on May 
22, 1999, A man there, Fred Lam- 
bert, told the officers that “he 
picked up a kilo ... from Frankie” 
at a home on George Street. 

' The same five officers imme- 
ae got another warrant to 
search the George Street resi- 


_ denice where Miller was living. 


Stuckey and four other Prichard * 


officers under his command. 


‘Alaska Airlines enmnletes 


The officers seized about two 
kilos of powder and crack co- 
caine, as well as more than 
$16,000 cash and equipment used 
to convert powder cocaine into 
crack, according to a DEA report 
dated more than three weeks lat- 
er and signed by Stuckey. No one 


Stuckey quit amid charges of misconduct 


Miller’s defense to another Mo- 
bile lawyer, Dom Soto. 

Clark, who still represents 
Stuckey, said his client com- 


mitted no crime or misconduct : 


while on the force. 

The Department of Justice in- 
vestigation surrounding Stuckey 
became public in a Mobile Regis- 
ter story in April. 

Soto soon filed a motion to 
suppress all evidence In the Miil- 
er case that Stuckey had handled, 
alleging that investigators never 
had probable cause to obtain the 
search warrant for the George 
Street home. 

The warrant, Soto contended, 
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Should the storm col 
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McKee said, reiterating 
still too early for any 
predictions on Alberto’ 
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northwest to the nortt 
to Rico,” he said. “W 
move due west, that 
bad sign for the Gulf of 

It would be about a 
fore Alberto might be 
to the Gulf if it doesn 
northward turn, McKee 

At 10 p.m. Friday, Alt 
centered near latitr 
north, longitude 27 
about 235 miles west-s 
of the southern Cape 
land. Tropical sto 
winds extended outwi 
70 miles, mainly to the 
the center, 

Alberto was movi 
northwest near 16 mpt 

The storm is exp 
strengthen over the 
said Lixion Avila, a 
expert at the National ; 
Center in Miami. 

Alberto could be ne 
Rico late next week if 
change course or dis 
Avila said. Projections 
storm near 16.0 north, 
by Monday with wind 
mph. 

The hurricane seas 
began June 1, had bee 
ly placid until Friday. 
cal systems develop: 
last month, and June 
birth of only two ¢ 
tropical depressions. 

Hurricane forecaste 
Gray of Colorado State 
ty on Thursday slight 
his predictions for the 
son, Although he ar 
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Above: Confederate ships 

defending Mobile Bay included the \" 
powerful ironclad ram Tennessee 
and three wooden gunboats 
commanded by Admiral Franklin 


n 1 
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JFARRAGUT AND FAMILY 


The Making of an Elder Hero 


Robert L. Caleo 
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COVER ILLUSTRATIONS 


Top: Civil War photograph of David Glasgow Farragut, flanked by earlier-time 
images of his natural and foster fathers, George Farragut, right, and Captain David 
Porter, taken from paintings at Smithsonian Institution and U.S. Naval Academy 
Museum, respectively. 


if Bottom: Copy of lithograph at U.S. Naval Academy Museum depicting War of 
’ 1812 battle off coast of Chile, in which U.S. frigate Essex, center, was overcome 


by two British warships. Farragut was a midshipman serving under Porter in that 
mismatch—his first real combat test. 
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